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C HAIRMAN'S COMMUNICATIONS 

1 on years Into the lite ot the f-'lannlng History Group makas 11 a vary 
appropriate time to announce a major new development whi c h we hope w111 
advance our many. diverse interests Under the 1mprrnt ot Methuen a nfJW 
mlornalionat tournal Is to be launched . I he firs I number appearing at the 
1Joq1nning of 1986 : it w ill be called f-'lannlng f-'ers pec t lves it will be a 
hl!)ll qual1tv. re ferenced Jour nal. designed to reftecl the Interes ts o f a ll 
tt10so concerned w 1th the planning of the physical env~ronment . rh e c ontexl 
w ill bo broad and the e m phasis his lorrcal. dealing w ith planning ideas. 
rnorhods and ac 11vities in th e framewor k o f social . economic . political and 
technological change . r h e ed ito r s w i lt be Gordon Cherry and Anthony 
SlJI Ciiffo : a team o f Revie ws Ed i tors . Assistan l Edi lors and an Edilorial 

Board is being assem bled . 

lhoro w111 . of course. b e a relationship w ith the f'lann1ng His tory Group . 
mombEHS roco1v1 ng p referential subscription rales . 1 he Hulle tin w1ll 
romain as 111e official organ of the Group . continu1ng to prov1de the domes llc 
link w1th members that we have come to expec t. While 11 w111 inevi tably 
change s hape somewhat . rt will remain as the veh1cle for s hort n o tes. m1 nr 

artiCles . conference reports and personat1a . 

ryp1Cdl of the way 1n w hich our network might be able to provrde c o n ta c ts for 
onqu1rers IS a request I have had recenlly from lhe I ondo n firm o f plann1ng 
consultants . W A . Oavidge and Partners . Wlll1am Roberl Dav1dge fo unded th e 
f1rm in 192 I : he was a founder member of the fown Plannmg Ins titute in 19 14 
and the f1rm 1s reputed to be the oldest e s tablished prac t1c e of 1ts nature 
1n the world . <Any rrval claims?> lt IS believed that WRO had c onnec t1o n s 
w1th the Garden C ity <and later . the New Towns> movement. but prec isely whdl 
these amounted to is obscure . fhe firm is anx1ous to be better 1nformod on 
this po1nt : S imon 13irnbaum at the firrn ' s address . L1v1ngs tone House . I 1 
Carteret Stroet. Westminster. London SW 1 H 9DL. would be glad lo hear fro m 
anyono who can provide a lead . 

I h a vo to make a fina l cal l for unpaid subscripl lons for the year 1984 . As 
an ac l o f fa 1th I a m sen din g the Bulletin lo those on ou r prosenl list wh o 
llhroug h oversigh t hope ful ly > have not yet renewed their membership . If 

your Bulletin contains a pink renewal form this is the signal for you to 
reach for your c heque book. am afraid thar 1f your membership is n o r 
ronewed on th iS second reminder then I shall assume that your Interests have 
moved e lsewhere and I w ill delete your name from our list. 

M ombers come and go. 
wolcome thorn to our 
a tt racted . and this 

1 his issue contains the names of new members. and wo 
network . New Institutional subscribe r s continued to be 

is a healthy sign . A complete membership list 1s 
enclosed : please check the detai ls of your entry and let me have any 
corrocllons . 

You w 11t see from the Treasu rer ' s Hoport that the f1nanc1al 
giv ing us some concern . Our p roduction cosls have r~sen 

too havo postal c harges. Againsl this our 1ncome is 

SIIUaiiOn IS n o w 
Significantly . as 
virtually s ialic . 

though supplemented where we can by monies raised 
adve rt isement leaflets . A r ise in subscription rates for 

through carry1n g 
1985 is inevitable 

and the f xeculive Com m ittee w il l be conside r ing this . 

1 ho term o f the prese n t E:xec ulive comes to an end In August . 1 ha last 



Bul letin asked for the names of those who wished to offer themselves for the 
-Executive . 84 - 86 : there were six U . K. and 1 non- U . K. vacancies . As it 
happens . fewer names have been put forward than might have been expected . 
rhere w111 therefore be no election for the Executive : lt will . In fact. be 
s lig htly under - manned. though 11 will be possible to eo - opt additional 
members where appropriate . Elected to the Executive . 84- 86. are: 

U . K . G . E:. C herry . Helen Meller . J . Sheail. A . A . Sutcliffe 

Non -U . K. Fugenie Birch. J . B . Cuilingworth. D . A . Krueckberg. 
M . Smets . J . B . Smallwood . 

GOI-IDON E. . CHERFW 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

1 am pleased to be able to report anothor sa tis fa c tory year f u r the Group 1n 
·1993 and the balance car ried forward Is the same level as ill the end of 1982 

Novortheless disturbing features of last year 's i!Ccounts mu:; t be noted 
~ xpond1turo rose last year by over 17% . The inc rea se is partly duo to 
1nc; roased rJdministration costs Cwhich included an honorarium to Sue ~ l1a:; 
tor her hard work for the Group> . The more 1mportant lnc:;rea:;e of wh1 ch I 
gr.~vo warn ing f.l yfJar ago has been in printing cos ts. and I expact the se to r i:;o 
agr.~1n by a third in 1984 . 

1 horf> t1as at the same time been a decline in s ubscription incom e for tho 
f1rs t timo 

Two thln ~JS follow from this. 1- ir!llly . we nood to contlnuo to oxp;Jnd our 
membership . :-.>e c ondly . 1 foar wo s hall not bo able to hold o ur s ubscription 
rato at (4 . 00 for rnu c:;h longer . 

fJt Ill If# HOO I H 
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TEN YEARS OF THE PLANNING HISTORY GROUP 

One Saturday In October 19 7 4 thirty people responded to an invitation to 
attend a meeting at the University of Birmingham to consider developments in 
the field of planning history. A number of In i tiatives followed . A 
Planning History Group was Inaugurated : on occasional Newsletter blossomed 
into a regular Bulletin . now guided by its second editor : many moetings 
have been held In Britain and elsewhere. highlighted by two International 
Conferences : and a world- wide network has unfolded encouraging various 
developments In loose association with the Group . During this decade a 
distinctive academic field has emerged with the focus. for a number of 
reasons . on the history of the regulated and p lanned environment of the last 
hundred years or so. A serious question arises: are these achievements a 
response to self- Indulgent romanticism . with little permanent foundation . 
or are we seeing a major development which ofle rs a firm bas is for academic 
judgement on the activity of planning? 

Until recently the history of town planning was seen largely as the unfolding 
of town building through the ages : town planning . rooted in the drawing 
board professions. was largely a matter of urban design . lt followed that 
for the town planner the history of built form always represented a 
significant Introduction to his wo rk . l own planning literature In the early 
20th century made full reference to art and architectural history and the 
design of buildings and their associated spaces : the early numbers of Town 
Planning Review are eloquent testimony to this . rhe early town planners 
were designers where knowledge of past classical form was so Important. For 
perhaps half a century they continued In this mould . but this general feature 
held less and less validity as the century progressed . 

A major change came with town planning subjected to scrutiny by the socia l 
sciences . lhe design professions lost their primacy over town planning. 
wh ich was Increasingly seen more as a process of environmental change and 
management. best examined from the perspectives of sociology . political 
science and history . lt was in this context that planning history as we now 
know it took shape. although Its definitive characteristics have not fully 
emerged . lt has revealed starkly to the planner the processes by wh ich 
planned developments are actually achieved : the political systems . 
Institutional frameworks and the constant response to socletal attitudes and 
preferences . lt has placed planning In the context of either a function of 
government. or as a movement or Ideology . or as a set of methodologies . 

Another contributory factor In the growth of Interest In planning history 
was the dramatic expansion of planning education during the 1960s. 1 his fed 
on an Increase In demand for planning practitioners . an explosion of 
knowledge in the social sciences. a widened remit for planning as an activity 
and a recognition that there was much more to planning practice than the 
rather unquestioning normative values of the traditional professional 
stance . By the later 1960s there was a new Interest In power relationsh ips 
In the planning delivery system : case studies flourished and examination of 
the origins and consequences of town planning held out Intellectual promise . 

During the time of the Group's existence the growth of Interest In planning 
history has mushroomed . Sutcllffe's annotated bibliography . The History of 
Urban and Regional Planning < Mansell . 1981 > listed more than 1400 titles . in 
eight topic groups . a great proportion of wh ich appeared dur ing the last 
decade . 1 he number of annual publications continues to grow and the task of 
updating the bibliography is now probably unmanageable . Higher degree 



theses are now appearing to provide a fertile field for a continued flow of 
publica lions . 

lt IS t imely to see where a il this activi ty . and the existence of the 
P lanmng History Group. are taking us . One clear result is the qualitative 
Improvement that has taken place in academic s tandards. The last ten years 
have seen w orks of schola rship. a depth of research and a breadth of 
understanding that previous decades could not match . Superfic ial 
1ntorpreta t1ons o f past events have now been subject to an a ltogether more 
crt t1 c a1 examina tion. 1 his must be a bonus for academics ati well as for 
those in planning practice . if we believe that contempo rary planning as an 
activ1ty is given a greater cutting edge by compartlve hi s tori ca l analysis . 
11 1s a bonus for history <which after all can and perhaps should be regarded 
as a soc ial science>. for town planning and for ail related disc iplines ; in 
Brttain . a t least. geography and historical geography have al so benefitted. 
-, ho p lanning historian has begun to match the urban hi s torian and the social 
h1storian in thei r overlapping f ields . 

1\nothor consequence is the fullness of the ln tflrnational recognition : 
planning his tory is not thfl preserve of one country . 1 here are after ail 
global issues to study . This centu ry we have seen th e emergence of the world 
motropol1s and various public--sector attempts to control. regulate and shape 
its growt h . We have also witne ssed the transfer of important ideas in 
plonning method. in ideologies of planning and in poli tical systems which 
apply or avo1d planning principles . 

1 he breadth of analysis wh ich has shaped our developing field has 
contributed new insights . Plann ing histor ians no longer sefl their subject 
ma tt er as an enlightened line of progress from 19th century urban 
philistinism to some beautifully designed setting for an ideal community 
<Coke tow n to M ilton Keynes as it were > . Nflither is it the study of an 
activity w ith its boundaries fixed by professional definitions. and its 
s tage s marked by legislative dates . Much more . planning history has come to 
rest in th e soc io- polit ical realities which form the context in whic h the 

planning act ivity take s place. 

w e a re analysts of the social. economic . c ultural and political 
ci r cum stances whic h generate a demand for planning in the first place and 
subsequent ly operate the delivery system through plans and programmes. An 
earlier fa shion of narrative in planning h istory which saw developments in 
chronological sequence. has been replaced by an altogether more analytical 
approach . 1 he evolution of the various s tages in p lann ing were not ordained 
and so w e seek understanding why certain developments took place at certain 
times and why o th ers were stillborn. 

we search for relationships between objectives and o utcomes. and we are 
c urious about theoretical groundings in wh ich empirical knowledge can be 
more surely slotted. There may be structural explanations to offer wh ich 
might account for planning developments. but one ignores the si gn ificance of 
the uncerta in at one 's peril. 1 he plann ing h istorian is not just the 
analyst o f 1solated phenomena <the h istory of New 1 owns or National Parks for 

example> f1xed in the past ; much more he is the narrator . interpreting a 
shifting scene. complex and unpredictable . In whi ch certa in steps in the 
planning o f the environment take place. 

If planning 
impo rtance 

useful new 
planning 

history has been a 
to the study of town 

facet to the study of history. 
can scarcely be exaggerated. 

its 
11 

has e mphasised planning as a process where both the origins and consequences 
of any activity have to be explained . it has demons trated planning as a 
social science just as much as a des ign - oriented pro fession . it has helped 
tho planner as a practitioner . because knowledge o f th e past provides a g~ide 
to the present and future . Above all . a recognition of socio- political 
fundamentals demonstrates planning as no fixed science . There are no rights 
o r wrongs . only pr inciples shaped by preferences ; hence town planning IS 

thrust into the competing powor struggle between professionals . bureaucrats 

and s pacial interest groups in th e community . 

W~1 ero do we go from hero? The Planning His tory Gr oup has never seen itself 
as a Socie ty with declared goa ls for its members; rather it o ffers itself as 
an enabler . bringing people together so that the subjec t field can more ably 
dovolop . 11 has not so far seen itself as something wh ich demands separate 
organisation; econo mic. socia l and architec tural his torians have gone this 
way . but wi th planning hi s tory it has not ye t been seon necessa ry to do so. 
Thus far the Planning History G roup has been conte nt to s timulate. oflor 
improve d access to sources or personnel . rai se s tandards and con fer modest 
s ta tus on its practitioners . Afte r a fl o uri sh of activity. it may run into 
tho sand or a t least into a cui · de sac o f intellectual enquiry . We shall 
have to soe . but mcporionco with meetings . seminars . the Bulletin and food 
back fro m members ail suggest growth rather th an con traction . 

Aut growth 1n what directions? Plann ing educallon s t ill stands at the point 
whon 1t could benefit substantially from an improved and sustained 
historical underpinning . Graduate work will take off be tter from that 
point. 1 ho research field is open . oven if the context is conf1ned to the 
?Oth cen tury . a focus which is unlikely to be main tained ; empirical 
knowled ge romalns to be amassed . 

lmpationt with the perceived limitations o f empi r icism . the search for 
goneral rul es o r abstract theory will in t t~ rest many; indeod thru sts in this 
d l roction are overdue . Wh ere they w ill lead Is uncertain . Fleality remains 
ve ry blurred and the nature o f power relations In exp laining or accounting 
for particul<:~r devolopments remains rather unprecise . it w ill be difficult 
for example to s us tain a vi ew whic h sees town plann ing as a means whereby 
manipulative cap ita li sm has imposed a physical for m on the city . 
Nonetheless we sha ll wa nt to s tudy planning In ternationally in th e context 
o f the socia l . economic . cultural and politica l realities w hich generate it 
Wo s hall want to uncover the key de te rmin ants of hi s torical c hange ; hence 
we shall Investigate the relationships betwee n de mand for change. motives 
for e mbracing it. methods o f a ttaining it and th e consequences in terms of 
tho environmental product. 

Planning hi s to ry . if not exactly a t a cross- roads . Is at a point when some 
conscious drawing together of threads o f exper ience would be desirable . 11 
neods to be sure r of the lessons learned. for Its bearings for the future to 
be more accurately determined . 1 ho next ten years provides an opportuni ty 
for th e perceptive analysts to map out precise ly whore we are and where we 
are going . it is going to bo an interes ting In tellectual lourney. 

GOFIOON E Cl-If RAY 



M EE TINGS AND CONFERENCES 

New York City Housing History 

Prol1minary details wore given in the previous PHB. Under the title . 
· r he history of housing for work ing and poor people in New York City . 
190 1- 1984 ·. the Symposium will be held at th e Graduate School of 
Arc;hitecture and Planning. A very Hall . Columbia University . New York . 
Now York 1 00? I. on 1? and 13 October 1984 . Details from Professor 
f'oter Marcuse of the Division o f Urban Planning at the University . In 
addi tion to an overview and discussion of Implications for the future . 
papers w ill review public housing in th e early years. the housing of 
th e wo rkin g people in the light of f uropean experience . and the issue 

o f tli spanics. Blacks and neighborhood c hange . 

Semina r on the City a t Columbia Unive rsity 

Oavid Mont ana Kathryn Bordonaro of 1 eachers College . Columbia 
University . spoko to the January meoting of the Seminar on the City on 
the subject. '1 he Architecture of Urban Education : the Case of tho 
Sliding Walls .· 1 he point of departure for their study was an old 
Brooklyn schoolhouse . P . S . 52 C the Bushwick schoo l> . built in 1883 and 
now rosid1ng at the state museum at Albany . 1 he upper s torey of th is 
sc hool was built as one large room . with sliding walls: why th is 
arrangement? 1 ho Bushwick school was constructed as part of a crash 
program of sc hool build ing in the late n ineteenth century which sought 
to meot tho needs of the expanding immigrant populations: Bushwick in 
tha 1880s was a densely built up. immigrant. working - class 
noighborhood experiencing hugo growt h . 1 he unity of form and funct ion 
in the school design became apparent as the h istorical background of 
school design and function was explained . 

In tho f nglish tradition o f school design . large school rooms were used 
in conjunction with the monitorial sys tem . Instruction was in small 
groups C 8- 30 studen ts> under the guidance of an advanced pupil . the 
monitor. whose aver ago age was 11 in nineteenth- century Britain . A 
varian t of this sys tem developed by Joseph Lancaster for use in Non ­
con formis t schools became the premier sys tem in the United States . 
inc luding New York City . Recitation took place under this scheme 
along the sides of th e large room . However . there were complaints 
about the noise level. and about children teaching child ren . 

In 1842 . then . Brooklyn schools abandoned this system for a G erman 
model of organization : 40- 60 students In a room - a grade . with a 
pyramid of supervisors ove r classroom teachers . Buildings which had 
beon constructed with the La ncastorian system had their largo rooms 
partitioned . 1 here was an auditorium for tho purpose of all - school 
meetings . in wh ich a sense of community and c ommunity responsibility 
could bo developed . 1 he pressures of the expand ing populat ion made 
school constru ction imperative . with the goal be ing an inexpensive 
education for the urban masses . 

In 1960 . the N . Y . C . Fire Department decided that th ose sliding walls 
were a fire hazard: they were replaced with solid walls . But P . S . 52 
had be on closed in 1943 and sold In 1945 . Only recently w as it re-



di~c::ova red . dismantled . and restored In Albany. where it now serves an 

oducat10na1 function again . 

London 1919- 1950 : Metropolitan Development & Planning 

1\ F'II C:i confe ren ce wtth thts titlo was held on 13 January 1984 at 

fltrkbec k Gollogo . London . 11 was intended to bring together a number 

o f pooplo who had boon carrying out research on l ondon planning during 

tho ftr s t hall o f the twentieth contury . A common foaturo of tho work 

presen ted was a concern with outcomes and products rather than tho 

dovolopmont of policy or planning idoas per se. rho conferonce was 

intondod to givo researchers and others an opportunity to hear tho 

ros ulls of tho rosoarch and to evaluate the approach . In addition to 

tho papers presented . the conference bonofittod hugely from tho 

commentary givon by l oslio lane who sorvod in the LCC Planning 

!>opartmont thro ugh the 1930s and 1940s . His vivid account of how 

l o ndon planning felt to thoso diroctly involved was a timoly rominder 

o f th e value of such recollocltons as a rosoar c h rosource. 

1 ho d ay amply demonstrated that in planning history rosoarch. the 

whol o is indood greator th an its parts. and that attompts at synthesis 

are bo th vital and s timulating . 1 ho richness and potential of 

planntng history rosoarch was underlined. particularly when attention 

ts focus sod on the interplay betwoen planning policy . planning 

praclir:o and personalitios . Ono conclusion to be drawn was that those 

rociprocal relatio nships might bost be explored through groups o f 

resoarchers wo rking on tho development of planning and its outcomes on 

a regtonal basts. as the partictpants presenting the papers had dono 

them selves . albett unwittingly . Valuable as such studies would bo 

invididually . they would also help to answer the crucial ques tion 

often loll implicit . even bogged - how far and for how long was the 

I ondon planning experience 'sui generis '? 1 his question relates 

closoly to the general issue of the tnterplay between planners . 

planning tdeas and the fabric of particular conurbations which each of 

the spoakors tackled in different ways. 1 hey also sought to establish 

tho process by which planners developed the concepts . assumptions and 

tools whtch enabled them to onvisago and present a now structure for 

the metropolis . Pursuing the answers to questions such as those 

bonefit s from an interdisciplinary approach and a collaboration 

betwoon academics and practitioners at all lovols which the PHG is 

undo ubtedly well fttlod to provido. 

f'a t Garsido <Univers ity of Salfordl was primarily concerned with the 

evolution of the concept of 'reconstruction' as applied to London In 

the period 1919 1950 . She argued that reconstruction objectives 

became increasingly complex . At the same t ime fundamental 

dtsagreemont about priorities emerged among the parties involved 

r:ontral government. tho LCG. tho metropolitan boroughs. politicians . 

plannors and public . and private dovolopors . Fven the unifying 

oxperionco o f tho Second World War was insufticiont to overcome these 

dtvisions wh ich re emerged in tho post- war period . though in a less 

overt form . 1 he importance o f tho se intergovernmental and 

intersoctoral conflicts was that they. rather than the oflicia l and 
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statutory London plans. set the agenda for reconstruction -· determined 

the scale of metropolitan planning . the location of public 

redevelopment projects. and the balance s truck between political. 

social and economic objectives . The key acto r throughout was the LCC 

itself whoso growing political cohesion enabled it to mainta in a small 

range of simple but powerful reconstruction aims . By this means. the 

l CC defeated successive attempts by property groups . central 

government and the planning profession c Including Patrec k 

1\borcrombie> to superimpose their own alternattvo defintttons o f 

morropoll tan reconstruction . 1 he hall-· marks of the LCC's ascendancy 

mr.ty be seen in the massive commitmen t to public housing. e s pecially tn 

tho fast End and South of the Thames . and the relative neglec t of other 

ktnds of reconstruction . most noticeable in London's commerctal West 

F nd . and in the ' twilight areas· of Paddington. Kensington . C helsea 

and St . Marylebono . 

Commenttng on this paper . Leslie Lane supported the general tenor o f 

the analysis : he recalled the frustra tion of LCC planners in the 

inter and post war years as they wrestled with the politi ca l and 

financial ramifi cations of statutory schemes . In the day- to· d ay 

world of planning control and Implementation . London 's en trenched 

prtvate and publtc interes ts hold sway over the loftier ideals of 

Aborcrombte and the 1 own Planning Institute . 

In her contribution . Donatella Calabi C University Ins titute o f 

Archttecture. Ventce> was more specifically arc httectural . but 

through a detatlod study o f l CC housing . she also traced the 

contradic tory wavering s between professional ideals and loca l 

au thority pragmatism as both central and loc al government increasingly 

involved th emselves in London housing after 1919. As late as the 

1930s . l CC archttects struggled to demonstrate s tyl is tic continutty 

with past traditions even though slum clearance required th e m to 

produce high--rise. high density schemes . In internal dimensions and 

sorvice provision . LCC blocks were designed around presumed c lients' 

neods according to progressive standards whtch were codifted through 

·models · and ·manuals'. Externally . however . the flats reflected the 

values o f ' domesticity '. 'decorum ' and 'stability ' expected of the 

f nglishman·s home . By this means . Professor Ca labi concluded . 

working class housing. and by association the working class itself . 

was in tegrated into the existing form of the city . 1 he slgntfican ce 

ot the architectural form of LCC flats was that it weakened any 

argument in favour of radical urban reorganisation . and allowed the 

inherent conflict between planning ideals and prevailing urban 

s tructures to remain concealed . 

At a deliberately more parochial level. Tanis Hinchcliffe <Polytechnic 

of North London> presented some interim findings from her on - going 

s tudy of Islington which Is intended to evaluate the effec t of loc al 

conditions on the objecttves of central government housing policy 

afte r 1919 . In the early 1920s . the Ministry of Health expected an 

even tual 'withering away' of residential uses In suburbs like 

Islington . but the borough council spurned the Min istry's attempts at 

a holding operation of short- term Improvement and conversion of 

existing dwellings . Instead . it committed itself to a poltcy of 

' mansion flat' building for general need . with facilities and rent 
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structures designed to reflect existing social hierarchies . Access 
was controlled through fixed term tenancy agreements . wh ich forbade 
sub letting and required rent to be paid monthly In advance . After 
19~3 . th e Ministry of Health emphasised the role of the private builder 
1n supplying housing for those general needs . but. In Islington. loca l 
roquiroments and political priorities rather than Ministry guidelines 
shaped borough council interventions in housing . Local political 
embarrassment ovor the building of a now 1 own Hall . for example . was 
overcome by building high quality mansion flats alongside it even 
though th is meant correspondingly severe reductions in s tanoards on 
ano ther more di s tant estate to balance overall costs to the 
Sil tl s fa c tion of Ministry officials . As Islington involved itself 
rnoro in slum c learance following the rearrangement of housing 
s ubs idies in the 1930s. management problems became a primary concern. 
especia lly property maintenance . rent collection. and disputes with 
and bo twoen tenants . A woman housing manager ' trained on Octavia Hili 
i1nos ' was appo inted and the duties of caretakers were redefined and 
codi fl od to instill a more custodial attitude towards the property and 
the te nants . 1 an is Hinchcliffe concluded that although contra ! 
governmen t influence was strong especially through subsidy 
ar rangements and cos t controls . local authorities developed and 
defended interests o f their own. 1 he more involved local authorities 
bocamo 1n housing . the rnore complex these interests became. and the 
more d1st1nct from those of central government. Cen tral control and 
d~roct1on therefore became increasing ly problematic . 

Wh1le the first three papers had boon concerned w ith London's built· up 
coro . the f1nal three considered the ' reg ional' d imension . At th is 
level . intra govermenta l relations between local authorities wore 
shown to have had a significant impact on pol icy outcomes. but only 
wh en national and international considera t ions wore absent. In her 
accoun t o f the definition and acquisition of London's Greon Bolt. 
F l1 7abo th Sharp C University College. London> contrasted the 
development of planning ideas for ' regional open spaces' with the 
rea l ity o f th e LCC's Greon Belt Scheme . initiated by Herbert Morrison 
in 193!> . Conlrary to common belief. this scheme did not enable the LCC 
to acquire s uc h land itself. but merely permitted the L.CC to provide 
grant· aid to adjoining County Councils and County Boroughs so that 
they could a c quire it . Indeed. Elizabeth Sharp showed very clearly 
th at the contradictions apparent between planners' objectives and 
actual outcomes in London ' s Green Belt are to be explained by the 
political processes and conflicts operating in Greater London at the 
timo Con fli c t between local authorities . and especially hostility 
to th e l CC . was ce rtainly an important factor. as also was County 
Councils ' concern about the scale and form of speculative house­
bui lding . Green Belt acquisitions not only reflected existing 
confl1c ts . they also in some c ases revived and exacerbated them . In 
M iddlesex C the example most closely examined in this paper> . one issue 
o f th1s k ind was public access to Greon Belt land . While the LCC for 
11s part wa s seeking land with recreation potential and public access . 
Middlesex County Council was ma inly interested in preventing 
development of existing open spaces . espec ially those owned by a 
number of financially faltering golf- clubs . In add ition . conflict 
arose between Middlesex County Council and the lower tier authorities 
tor whom considerations of rising expenditure and rateable values were 
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mom pressing than some supposed wider need for open s pace . 1 he 
London Green Belt represents one of the first attempts at regional 
planning . and this account o f the physical outcomes sh owed the 
conlinulng s ignific ance of the conflicting Interests involved . 

fJrandon Howeli C Standing Conference London and South East Regional 
Planning> introduced a new dimension to the day' s proceedings as he 
wrus tlod wi th the role of publi c transpor t In influencing tho 
loca tion. character and extent of London's resi den tia l and industrial 
oxpi'.lnsion . 'Now pioneer . now camp follower ' as Aborcrombie described 
it . London 's transport services played an ambiguous role in promoting 
and supporting subu rban development. lt was the bus. Howell argued. 
ralher n1an the railway and tube which bound London and its suburbs to 
tho national system of transport for pass engers and good s . Regional 
integration of transport. it was suggested. came about not through Sir 
Charles flressey's report on London traffi c C whi ch con tained neither a 
broad s trategy and comprehensive system of ro utes. nor evon priorities 
for it s various proposals) . Rather tho idea of intogration at a 
rogional sca le was imposed from abovo through Parliament and Ministers 
as thoy drew on international exporionco . and especially tho German 
autobahn . l heir aim was to crea te a national traffic system in wh ich 
I ondon and tho Homo Countios bocame one of twelve 'traffiC areas ' . 

'I ho day ' s final papor concerned that least boundary consc ious form of 
modern transport - the aeroplane and 1ts airports - and showed again 
thal I ondon's rogional in tegration did not come about spontaneously as 
a result o f local physical and pol i t1cal changes. but dol1beratoly as a 
rosult of national and international neods . D . Moynck CStand ing 
Con feronce London and South East fleg1onal Planning> descr ibed how 
res ponsibility for eo- ordinating poli cy for London ' s airports was not 
accepted by anybody until the late 1930s . and then it was central 
government wh ich intervened . In the 192 0s and early ' 30s . Government 
had looked to local authorities to provide London w 1th airports . 
without f xchequer aid . and according to local criteria which proved to 
bo chiefly metoreological and/or topographical. Unwin ' s successor at 
tho Gl FIPC attomptod to remedy the lac k o f a regional airport s trategy 
by propos ing tho now familiar ' ring ' concept o f th eir loc ation at 
interval s of ono site per 250. 000 people . 1 his brought Flobert Hardy 
Sims into immodiate conflict with London local authori ti es and not 
leas t tho l CC when he earmarked the proposed estate at F air lop for an 
airport. 1 ho outcome was predictable - with in wooks . the LCC wi thdre w 
its support from the GL flPC thus eflectively ending its li fe . 

1 he con tinued development of aviation . however . and the military 
requirements of World War 11 forced central Gover n ment to reconsider 
its involvement in the planning of London ' s airports . Eight of the 10 
s1tes named by Abercrombie in the G reater London Plan were identified 
for him by the Air M inistry . In fact. it was the Greator London Plan 
C prepared for and at the request of the Ministry of Works> wh ich gave 
l ondon and the Homo Counties for the first time a comprehensive 
reg ional land- use and transport strategy . 

1 hough the papers addressed widely differing aspects of planning in 
and for London . there emerged a common theme · that the concept o f a 
l ondon region for planning purposes d id not emerge spontaneously as a 



result of physical and political developments at local level. Rather 
11 was the result of conscious efforts at national level to forge such 
an entity to meet national and even International requirements. Small 
wonder then that London's s ense of Itself as a region has proved so 
frag1lo. and that control over London's development has been such a 
recurrent source of conflict between national and London government 
bodios right up to the present day. 

f'A I HICIA L. GAFI!:>IDE 
E nv~ronmental Sciences Division . 
Univorsity of Sa lford. 
Salford MS 4W"f. 

REVIEWS 

J . W . R. Whitohand . editor ( 1981 > The Urban La ndscape: Historic al 
Deve lopm e n t and Ma nagem e nt. Papers by M . A. G . Conzen . Institute of 
British Geographers. Special Publication . No . 13. London. New York . 
'Toronto : Acadomic Press. 166 pp. Hardback. t:16 . 80. $34 . 50. ISBN 0 
12 747020 4 . 

'I h1s is an impressive and important volume. Wh i le there are a growing 
number of case studies of the city- building process available 
spurred on by a sharp increase in interest In the urban landscape -
thero are very low interpretative or analytical volumes that attempt 
to provide a broad perspective on urban landscape evolution . 1 his 
volume provides a distinct view - a Conzenian view - but it will be of 
groat interest to a wide variety of scholars. including human 
geographers . town planners . and urban historians . Viewed from an 
in ternational perspective. The Urban Landscape represents an 
important link in the net of scholarly communication and influence. 
and a rare ontroo into a comparatively little known tradition . 

In hi s prelaco. the volume editor notes that his purpose is to bring to 
the atlention of geographers. historians and town planners <and . 1 
might add. planning historians> fou r papers published by Professor 
M . H. G . Con7en between 1962 and 1978 . lo date. Conzon's a r ticles have 
been relatively inaccessible because of the limited availablity in 
Groal Britain and North America of the publications In which they 
originally appeared . and because of the fact that one of the papers was 
published In German. 1 he four papers by Conzen found in this 
collection provide a link between the generally descriptive works that 
characten7ed urban morphology in the English- speaking world in the 
1950s and the advent of the more interpretative approaches that were 
becoming more common by the mid- and late- 19~0s. partly as a result o f 
the spread of Con~en's influence but chiefly as a consequence of the 
permeation Into the field of social science methodology. 1 he volume 
editor has provided two exceptionally valuable chapters that p lace 
both the Individual papers and the Conzenlan tradition In con text. In 
the Introductory chapter. Dr. Whitehand discusses the 'Background to 
the urban morphogemetic tradition' and provides details on Conzen's 
academic and professional career which Include academic training a t 
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th o Geographical Institute at the University o f Ber lin In the late 
1920s . emigration to Britain In 1933 . training In town and country 
planning at the University of Manchester . work as a practising planner 
1n north- west f ngland . further academic training at Manches ter 
Un1vors1ty . and a long and distinguished academic careor In the 
Goography Department at King ' s College. Newcastle (later to become the 
Univorsi ty ol Newcastle upon Tyne> . During these years . Professor 
Gon7on published a number of significan t works including his classic 
1960 volume . Alnwick . No rthumbe rla nd: a s tudy In town - plan a nalysis . 
ofton citod as ' the major contribution to urban morphology in the 
£ nglish language in the post- war era·. In a concluding chapter . 
'Contenian ideas : extension and development'. the editor examines in 
dotail four s trands in Conzen 's work : town - plan analysis ; the 
fringo be ll concept : new approaches an d techniques in urban 
landscapo analysis : and tow nscape management. 1 his chapter a lone 
makos thi s ro la tivoly short vo lume worthwhile . Certainly any scholar 
or teacher concerned with understanding the evolution of urban 
landscapes will find it stimulating and use ful . and the extensive 
roforonces are extreme ly valuable . 

Notwithstanding Dr . Whitehand 's contributions . the heart of this 
publication is the work of M . FL G . Conzen . 1 he first paper . 'The plan 
analysis ol an f nglish ci ty centre'. applies the method previously 
dovolopoa in the f nglish market town of Alnwick to the complex case of 
an f nglish city centre. central Newcastle upon 1 yne . 1 his paper was 
first presented at the International Geographical Union Symposium on 
urban geography in l und in 1960 and in some ways 1t symbolized a major. 
now p~aso 1n the reassessment or urban morphology. The second paper . 
'H1stonca1 townscapes in Great Bntain : a problem in appl ied 
geography'. was published in 1966 and provides an overvi~:~w of the field 
of urban morphology in threo parts : a discussion of cultural 
landscapos th a t stress the long- term social importance of historical 
townscapes ; an examination of the general nature of historical 
townscapos : and a select examination o f a few . small historical 
towns . 1 he third paper . 'Geography and towns cape conservation · . was 
fir s t published in 1975 and. like the paper on historical townscapes . 
it re flects Conzen 's professional interest In town planning and his 
concern that the concepts and methods of townscape ana lysis should 
play an integral part in town planning . In thi s brief but fascinating 
article . Conzen provides a thoughtful and relevant list of the various 
facets of townscape conservation . indicating the Importance of 
historical geography in executing planning tasks . 1 he final and most 
recent paper . '1 he morphology ol towns in Britain during the 
Industrial era ·. was published in German In 1978 and is presentod here 
in f nglish for the first time . lt Is an exceptionally comprehensive 
article that analyzes the formation and transformation of the British 
townscapo during the era of industrialization . 

Wh ile it is impossible to convey the richness of Conzen·s work in a 
short review . one aspect of his work is especially noteworthy for 
planning and urban historians. if only because it confirms from the 
perspective of the discipline of geography an emphasis that many of us 
In history havo long felt was essential to the study of urban 
landscapes . Conzen repeatedly emphasizes that townscapes are 
essentially determined by two criteria : original function and period 
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o f ongln . In other words . Conzen stresses that 1t Is axiomatic that 
it 1s the social and economic <and. 1 would add. political> conditions 
of particular historical periods that are crucial as distinct from the 
age o f landscapes measured In number o f years or purely architectural 
s tylo poriods . Period typologies must be grounded In eras that have a 
dogreo of historical unity and not be based simply on arithmetic 
d1v1sions . 1 his view is basic to any unravelling of the complexities 
of urban morphological structure and it is a view that. fortunately . is 
rap1dly being adopted by planning histor ians. 

In genoral. then . this publication is essential 
Wh1tehand notes. the prospects for building on 
are brighter than ever before. both In Great 
Amorica . 

1\li\N ~ J AfiiiE!ISf 
Institute of Urban Studies 
University of Winnipeg 

reading and. 
the Conzenlan 

Britain and 

as Dr. 
tradition 

in North 

Jan Marsh < 1982> Back to the land: The Pastoral Impulse In England. 
1880- 1914 , London. QuartoL 264 pp . . f.l2. 95. ISBN 0 1043 2276 5. 

Almost everyone has heard of 'Back to the Land' and has some notion of 
its meaning . Yet the assumptions. ideas. and aspirations embodied in 
the phrase have been neglected by historians . <How often have books 
boon written about ' neglected ' subjectsl> In this case the neglect is 
understandable since Back to the Land gave rise to no movement nor 
formal ideology. and has palpably failed to turn society from its 
continuing urban orientation. 

Why should the call be a fitting subject for the historian? 1t is 
important partly because it grew out of some of the central concerns o f 
this poriod : rural decline. urban cns1s. the Imminence of social 
unrest . f ach of these concerns can be considered from the vantage·· 
point of Back to the land. The author's wide range of material 
subs tantiates her argument that she is concerned with the 'signposts 
to a region !of the past). not a narrow path'. The 'region' includes 
the ' rediscovery' of the countryside. anti-Industrialism. open space 
preservation. the folk- song revival. agrarian communities. the cult o f 
the garden and the rustic hero. farm colonies. the handicraft 
movement. 'outdoor' educational experiments . vegetarianism. and 
national dress. 

Insofar as these subjects are treated within the confines of one volume 
Or . M arsh's work is welcome. 11 is one of synthesis rather than o f 
interpretation . 11 is written to appeal to a general readership in 
addition to professional historians. Planning historians will 
probably be most interested in the chapter on the Garden City, regarded 
by the author as the culmination of the back· to- the- land movement. 
1 he parallels made between the subject and the vogue for ' alternative' 
living s tyles in the 1 960s and 19 70s give the book some topical 
relevance . Those who ponder on the demise of utopianism in the 1980s 
may be wiser after reading the book. 
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1 here Is no discussion of the origins of Back- to- the- land sen timent. 
or of the origin of the phrase Itself . lt seems to have originated 
wi th the Chartists to suggest the desire to create the good society in 
sylvan surroundings. The desire was weakened as confidence in an 
urban future developed in the years of mld- Victorian prosperity . In 
tho pessimism of the last two docades of the century. th e phrase was 
applied to proposals to unite town and country . agrarian communities . 
and farm colonies to relieve urban unemployment and revive 
agrtculture . Or . Marsh treats these and o ther aspects separately ; 
this is advisable as the subject of the book is intrinsically 
amorphous. 1 he problem of definition is particularly difficult in 
this area . 1 he subject may have been better approached by adopting a 
tighter framework. Some topics may have been treated as 
mr.~nifestations of back to nature sentiment. and others as related to 
thf'l dosire to livo the simple life. As it is. the reader is offered 
vignottos of aspects of the subject. 1 here Is little sense of the 
movement. or the development of Back- to- the- land ideas . 

Somo of the reasons Back- to- the- land did not herald a mass exodus from 
tho towns are self- evidont on examination of the ' movement'. but tho 
more general roasons are left unclear . 1 his is partly because the 
historical context in which Back- to- the· land ideas existed is sketchy . 
1 here is an undue emphasis on opinions amongst tho radical literati . 
that probably derives from the author' s earlier interests in Georgian 
pootry and Edward Thomas . The view that 'Back· to- the- land was radical 
wi thout being revolutionary' noods correction . or at least 
explanation . fhe work of Prince Kropotkin and the Clar ion. and 
socialist opinion generally , could have been explored more fully in 
this connection . More could have been made of the link between nature 
and the past that many Back- to- the- land advocates made. 1 here could 
have beon a deeper analysis of the motives that lay behind the work of 
tho preservers of open spaces so as to point up the conservat ive 
implictions ol Back to the land ideas . Some readers will find several 
of the sources predictable <My Days and Dreams in the case of Edward 
Carpenter> . and some apparently unused (for example . w . H . Hudson. The 
Crystal Age l 188!>1 > . 

1 hi s said. the book serves a useful purpose for social historians. 
Planning hi s torians may use it as a convenient source tor the non· 
Institutional background to the development of the town- planning idea . 
it helps to provide an insight into the cultural milieu out of wh ich 
developed the work of. among others . 1. C . Horsfall . Raymond Unwin and 
~ benezer Howard . 

P . C . GOULD 
Grimsby College of 1 echnology 

John l.angton and Goran Hoppe < 1983> Town and Country In the Development 
of Early Modern Western Europe. Norwich . Geo Books . Historical 
Geography Research Series No . 11 . 5~ pp .. f.l . 7!> C$ ? . 50> . ISBN o 86094 
150 7 . 

1 his booklet Is an examination of the usefulness of the urban/ rural 
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dichotomy as an analytical 
tho 1ssues debated lt Is 
survey of the literature. 
bibliography and the text 
tho controversies discussed . 

tool. Whatever position one might hold on 
of considerable value as a comprehensive 

lt ends with a twelve- and-a- half page 
explains the position of various authors in 

1 he authors begin with 
as an intellectual tool . 
goography and the more 
accept that it has been 

the prevalence of the urban/rural distinction 
Its use is related to the emergence of urban 
recent growth o f urban history. While they 
a fruitful analytical device they suggest that 1t casts shadows leaving other matters unexamined . Their point is illustrated by reviewing theories on the development of capitalism/ industrialisation. 

The most c ommon explanation stems from the development of the medieval town with its distinctive money- orientated ethic. In contrast rural areas were unpropitious . Yields were at the mercy of the e lements and organic surpluses could not be stored for long . Also communal organisation restricted ind ividual enterprise . 

·1 his familiar view has problems . For the Marxist contradictions within an economic form should cause its destruction . Thus feudalism s hould be destroyed from within . not by non- feudal islands of medieval towns . One internal possibility is the development of agrarian capitalism seen in the Br itish enclosure movement. 1 he resultant s tructure of landlord . tenant farmer and wage labourer was certainly capitalistic . but its conformist world dominated by parson and squire is an unlikely root of industrial dynamism . The authors therefore turn to less favoured agricultural areas. Here small family- units persisted and s urvival demanded adaptability in crops . Income was also supplemented by crafts . This was a potential which allowed the early capitalists scope . Also. these areas complemented those of agrarian capitali s m in demand . supply and movements of surplus population . These trends can be set against a picture of generally depressed early modern towns . suffering from both the runaway growth of capital cities and the controls of outdated oligarchies and guilds . 

problem of the origins of industry can 
answers illustrates the difficulties . The 
dichotomy is not a sharp intellectual tool 
battering and shredding historical events 

. that they can be fitted together . 

'f hat the straightforward 
produce totally opposed 
authors conclude that the 
bu t a 'b ludgeon or flail 
into shapes so roughly beaten 

in totally contradictory ways '. Their answer. as befits geographers . is to examine the regional context. 

This last is surely the weak link in a stimulating piece. What is needed is debate on methodology. The social sciences have moved rap idly from empirical studies to a series of grand models or hypotheses . Increasingly these prove inadequate in face of the complexity of reality . Probably we have a rather romantic view of scientific method . Certainly it has been applied too uncritically. If we expect total coherence and complete explanation of our models we are surely asking too much. After all physicists explain different aspects of light as wave motions and bombardments by particles 
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although these are normally Incompatible. 

A . J . SCRASF 
Department of Town and Country Planning 
Bristol Polytechnic 

John Patten. editor C 1983> The Expanding City. 
Professor Jean Gottmann . London . Academic 
$50 . 001£.2 9 . 50 . ISBN 0 12 547250 1 . 

Essays in Honour of 
Press . 41 7 pp . . 

1 h is collection of thirteen essays deals with a w ide variety o f subjects which have little in common. except that their themes came under the wide- ranging purview of the great geographer whom they honour . 1 hei r sequence simply follows the alphabetical o rder of the contributors ' names. The essays are preceded by the editor 's ' appreciation ' of Gottmann ' s life and work and by an exhaustive bibliography o f his publi c ations . spann ing f ifty years and cover ing 
eighteen pages . 

1 he essay by David t"iooson. entitled 'National Cultures and Geography in an urbanizing age'. first presents the author ' s own development which led him to study the geography of the Soviet Union and then dea ls with Gottmann ' s unique role . Hooson emphas izes that in his cosmopolitan life Gottman synthesized the inheritance of four national schools of geography . Russian . F ranc h . Engl ish and American - turn ing their methods to the study of the urban field which all of them h ad tended to neglec t. By reassessing the regional . ecolog ica l. eco nomic . and poli t ical c ontext. Gottmann developed a c omprehens ive understanding of the urban phenomenon and of the worldwide urban 
network. 

Philippe Pinchemel deals with the national sc hool most influential in Gottmann ' s development. the f ranch . He recalls that at the twelve International Congresses up to 1951 only four papers o n urba n geography were presented . 1 he emphasis of Vidal de la Blac he and Blanchard on the natural environment. specifically at the s ite . led to a certain neglect of population and tended toward environmental determinism . Pinchemel notes the contributions of non- geographers : as early as 1875 the engineer Lalande developed 'Laws' which large ly anticipated Christaller' s Central Place 1 heory. F ranch geographers hava tended to ignore Christaller . This aversion of the pres umably Cartesian F ranch to ' abstractions of this sort' is obvious ly the reverse of their strength . their understanding of the unique and specific . which makes Gottman's work so much richer than most studies 
o f urban systems . 

Peter Hall tackles this large subject under the title : 'Decentralization w ithout End? A Re- evaluation ' . He attempts to 'construct a tentative descript ive model of urban evolution ' in s ix s tages . encompassing the 'developing ' as well as the ' developed ' world . While the description of these stages is fairly adequate . this reviewer believes that a deeper understanding of the process can be derived by studying the impact of two continuing basic trends 
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centnpetal towards large agglomerations . and centrifugal within 
agglomerations as modified by changes in productive forces . in 
particular reduction of the friction of distance . Hall presents a 
wealth of statistics and provides some Illuminating Interpretations. 
H1 s statemenl that in the developed world people ' are flooding out into 
the country' IS true : but it may be more meaningful to say that 
' c tttes are flooding out into the country'. 

O thor contributo rs deal with more limited aspects of this phenomenon . 
M tc hael Chisholm asks. 'City. Region . and - What Kind of Problem?' 
1 ~·e papor is policy- oriented: its concern is with the shrinking 
population o f the big cities. Until recent years public policy had 
tri ed to direct employment away from these cities . This has indeed 
happened but. as Chisholm shows. it can be attributed only to a minor 
exten t to British public policy . Similar policies would not produce a 
revorso flow . 1 he two main obstacles to be overcome are 'failure of 
the work force to adapt' and 'land market rigidity '. No doubt 
tncreased productivity of the labour force gives a region a 
competit ive advantage . but it all regions of the globe succeeded in 
doing this the net result <other things be ing equal> would be increased 
unemployment. As for the ' rigidity ' (land prices unattractive to 
industrtal development> the author proposes a si te- value tax on vacant 
urban land . Such a desitable tax exists in the U . S . A . and in Canada. 
In the former it has produced w idespread abandonment. In Canada 
central c ity land is being developed for residential and commercial 
purposes . but not for manufacturing . despite strenuous efforts to plan 
and zone it for industry . 

A related 
Nineteenth 
emphasizes 
the urban 
interesting 
Cities in 
surprisingly 

but different theme. 'Urbanization and Population Change in 
Century fngland ' is explored by Richard Lawton . He 

the high livel as well as the wide regional variations of 
birth - rate in 19th century England . with a wealth of 

detail . David Ward's paper on the 'Place of Victorian 
Developmen tal Approaches to Urbanization ' deals somewhat 
with residen tial segregation. 

The future rather than the past is explored by J. B. Goddard's essay on 
'1 he Geographica l Impact of Technological Change'. Using micro­
electronics as a starting point. he draws attention to the space-· 
scientific content in which changes occur. and presents evidence of 
wide local variations . Not surprisingly . research and development 
employment is found to be concentrated in the South East and in multi­
plan t rath er than single- plant firms. David Lowenthal's paper 
'Conserving the Heritage: Anglo- American Compar isons ' relates past 
and future . He notes that both countries have done little to preserve 
the landscape c such as the hedgerows of England> . He compares how the 
f nglish concentrate on preservation with the American emphasis on re­
use . Observing that in the U . S. 'modern revulsion against earlier 
rejection of the past generates exuberant support for p reservation'. 
he cont rasts the dedication of the 18 76 Exhibition to technical 
progress with the loss of faith in progress exhibited in 1976. which 
' looked back with nostalgia' . There is an Interesting discussion of 
the complex legal. financia l. and professional aspects of 
conservation . 
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Discussing 'The Dissolution and Growth of Ethnic Areas In American 
Cities '. Ceri Peach finds that it Is the mental attitude rather than 
the real situation that has changed . The ghettoization of blacks has 
increased througho ut this century . lt Is only In the last twenty 
years that the optimistic assumption that blacks would follow the 
pattern of absorption of other less visible ethnic minorities has been 
seriously questioned . This has led finally to 'a reassessment of the 
apparent melting of European ethnic groups '. The thesis is 
impressively documented . 

1 ho remaining four papers deal w ith countries o th er than the U . K . and 
thH U . S . A . D . 1. Scargill investigates 'The Villa Moyenne : A Frenc h 
Strategy for Town Expansion ' . The F ranch Government has attempted to 
limit th e growth of Paris by promoting the largest provincial cities as 
'metropoles d ' equilibre'. Some have achieved significant growth but. 
as in o ther countries attempting ' decentralization'. the primate 
metropolis has continued to grow. The ' metropoles d ' ~quilibre ' have 
grown at the expense of the smaller town s. 1 o remedy this. the 
government decided to promote the 'villas moyennes ' with populations 
from 20 . 000 to 200. 000. in addition to promoting growth in smaller 
towns and the countryside. One wonders whether the result is very 
different from what would have occurred without the benefit of these 
various elaborate programs . Scargill does no t as k this quest ion . 
Instead he describes how emphasis has shifted from cosmetic s to socia l 
and cu ltura l amenities . and how it is the routine low- wage type of 
manufacturing plant which is attracted to these medium- s ized cit ies . 
1 he most rapid growth occurred in towns with in the orbit of the three 
great m etropoles . namely Paris . Marseilles and Lyon . 

J . Wreford Watson's piece . entitled 'Centre and Periphery : the 
1 ransfer of Urban Ideas from Britain to Canada '. deals with Edinburgh 
and Ha lifax . This reviewer was not convinced by the author ' s 
obsessive emphasis on the ' mental map· . Decisions are . of course . 
made by the mind . but this does not prove that ' it was the mental 
attitude rather than the real situation that counted ' . The changes 
which led people to relocate were real enough in all of the interesting 
cases whi ch he relates. lt is also cu r ious that he insists on calling 
any inbound movement a 'drive' and any outbound one a 'flight' . Both 
pu sh and pull are obviously at work in both directions . Not 
surprisingly . he concludes w ith calling for 'a future when the 
flight from problems must end. and the day for solution begin '. 

Y. Ben - Arleh ' s contribution 'Urban Development in the Holy Land '. is 
restricted to th e period 1799-- 1914 and Is of limited interest. W . B . 
Fisher ' s on 'Urban Evolution in Islamic Areas ' deals with a far more 
important subject. The Islamic City presents the only living example 
of an urban way of life and urban form radically different from the 
Western model. Fisher raises ' the question of how tar this pattern 
could be said to amount to something d istinctively and explicitly 
Muslim '. He f inds that ' the idea o f rapid growth of towns due directly 
to s trong Islamic impulses cannot be fully sustained '. Th is may be 
true. but it does not affect the very distinctive characteristics 
common to all Islamic cities . In fact. the author discusses soma of 
them. suc h as the predominant role of the quarter and the significance 
o f the ·concept of a Holy City of Islam' . As for contemporary 
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problems . the predominance ot 
<squatter> housing Is also found 
World . whic h can also . In all 
g rowth . 

Informal activities and of Informal 
In non-lslamlc cities of the Third 

probability. expect further rapid 

t valuat1ng 
mterested 
will f1nd a 

the volume as a whole . probably few readers will be equally 
In cities in all contributions. But everyone Interested 

good dea l of new and stimulating ideas and lnsights . 

HANS BLU M E' NFE:LD 
66 lsabella Street . Apt . 2602 
1 oronto 
Canada M4 Y 1N3 

PUBLICATION S 

Robert Freestone C 1983> . Th e development o f urban planning in 
Australia 1888 · 1948 : a bibliography and review. In: Peter Wi lliams. 
ed . . Socia l Process and the C ity . c Urban Studies Yearbook 1 > . George 
Alien and Unwin . 175- 204 . 

1 he volume r epresents the most comprehensive treatment published on 
Australia . 1t is a timely contribution to a world- wide upsurge of 
intarest 1n planning history . The review essay looks at general 
c haracteristics . coverage . and themes of the literature . Several 
aroas tor fu ture research are suggested . The discussion is supported 
by a c hronology of planning 'events' providing some historical 
background and documentation add itional to the 'select bibliography' . 
1 h1s comprises nearly 200 items arranged into General and National 
(Emergence of planning in the nin eteenth century . Deve lopments since 
1900 . and Planners . plann ing Ideas and planned communit ies> and State 
and City <ACT . NSW . Qld. SA. Vie. WA> . 

Robert Froestone c 1983> . Denls Wlnston : An annotated bibliogra phy 
1949- 1976. University of Sydney . Planning Research Centre. Monograph 
No . 15 . 41 pp . Copies available from The Director. Planning Research 
Centre. Sydney University. NSW. 2006. Australia C$A7 + postage>. 

An annotated and chronological bibliography o f over 130 published 
monographs. a rti cles . addresses. and comment by Den ls Wlnston C 1908-
1980> during h is Australian years. Wlnston was the firs t Professor of 
Town an d Country P lanning In Australia . Before appointment to the 
Chair at Sydney . Wins ton lectured in Architecture at the Universities 
o f Durham and Liverpool ( 1936- 1942>. served as Chief Architect for the 
Northern Ireland M inistry of Health and Local Government C 1942- 1945> 
then as Borough Architect and Chief Planning Officer for the City of 
Southampton c 1945- 1948> . lhe bibliography provide s not o n ly one 
record o f Wlnston 's Ideas and ideals over more than two decades . but 
represents a significant stream of Australian planning thought during 
a critical period of professlonallzation . 
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L . Caffyn C 1983> . Housing In an Industria l landscape : a 
workers' housing in West Yorkshire . World A rchaeology. 15 C 2> . 

study o t 
113- 83 . 

In an attempt to save land and building materials . the two- storeyed 
cottage . as opposed to the single- s torey cottage . bec ame the 
predominant type of workers· dwelling the late eighteenth century . 
Where builders were philanthropically motivated . a model village m ight 
rosult. Building in hilly areas might lead to some characteristically 
ingenious plans . 

Michael Cassell c 1984) . Inside Na tionwide. One hundred years of co­
operation . Nationwide Building Society . London . 151 pp . . ISBN 0 
950838~ 0 9 C hardbac k> . ISBN 0 9!>08382 1 7 C softback> . 

A history of the first hundred years o f the Na tionwide Building So c iety 
<previously known as the Co- operative Permanent> . Is Interwoven with 
an Illu s trated history of housing In Britain over the same period . and 
o f building societies in general. 

G wyn Rowley ( 1984> . British Fire Insurance Plans. Chas . E. Goad . O ld 
Hatfield . Herfordshire AL9 5BE . England . 129 pp . (ava i lable from P . 
M orley . Dept. of Geography . Un iversity of Sheff1eld . Sheffield S 10 
2fN . price f? . 00/$4 . 00. inc . p . &p . . money/cheque with order> . ISBN 0 
947 54700 2 . 

Between about 1880 and 1970. volumes of fire Insurance plans covering 
126 areas thro ughout the British Isles . Including the central portions 
of all Important towns and cities. wore produced by the Goad company . 
By means of colour and symbol . Information was given on land use. 
in ternal and external building construction. height . street width. and 
property numbers and lines. lhe plans were usually updated every few 
years. 1 he gu ide draws attention to the way in which this immensely 
Important. yet under- used source. may pinpoint the evolving structural 
and fun c tional mosaics of ci ty centres during a period of considerab le 
c hange . No other published set of plans shows such detailed and 
complete land use information for British urban centres In past t imes : 
it may be compared to the Sanborn urban maps of North America . A 
postscript describes how further sets of plans were discovered dur ing 
the removal of material from Sutton In Ashfleld to Old Hatfield in 
1983. it Is hoped that further publicity for this histor ical source 
will lead to further fiPs be ing found . 

S . V . Noe c 1982> . Old Lahore and old Delhi : 
theme . Eklstlcs . 49 < 295> . 306 - 19 . 

variations on a Mughal 

Compares th e differences that arose between o ld Delhi . In India . and 
old Lahore (Pak istan>. as a result of the ir original planning . 
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John Sheall < 1983> . 'Deserts of the moon' . T he Minera l Workings Act 
and th e restoration of Ironstone workings In Northamptonshire. 
England . 1936- 195 l. Town Planning Review. 54 < 4> . 405 - 2 4 . 

Illustrates how the problems of Ironstone restoration in 
Northamptonshire were first perceived in the Inter- war period . and how 
they became so pressing in the public mind as a result of experiences 
during the wartime years that ministers and their officials concluded 
that there was no alternative to legislation . l he attention paid to 
the example of the Northamptonshire lronfield may provide Important 
lnsights Into the development of the planning and conservation 
movements more general ly . 

r. Wild < ed . > < 1983> . Urban and rural change In West Germany. Croom 
Helm. London : Barnes & Noble. Totowa . N.J . . 259 pp .. price £16 . 95 . 
ISBN 0 7099 21 15 0 <CH> ; 0 389 20392 o <B & N >. 

l he contributions not only explore the various changes eviden t in West 
Germany ' s mosaic of cities . towns. villages and countrys ide . but focus 
upon the problems wh ich have arisen . and the planning strategies which 
have been implemented for their solution . Sudden and very marked 
directional changes in the course of post- war development have in turn 
produced severe tests to the nation's evo lving system of town and 
country planning . 

Robin Best < 1984 >. Are we really losing the land? 
Planning. !>3 < 1> . 10- 1. 

Town and Country 

Based on his paper given to the Agricultural Section of th e British 
Association for the Advancement of Science. an abstrac t of the paper 
has appeared in Planning History Bulletin . 5 < 3> . 5 -6 . 

Brlan C hal kl ey. John Good ridge and Mark Brays haw < 1984> . Celebrating 
the city th at was born again. Town and Country Planning . 53 < l> . 6 - 7. 

lt Is 40 years since Abercromble's Plan for Plymouth. Devon . was p ut 
forward as a means of rebuilding the wa r - shattered city . The article 
reviews Abercromble' s achievemen t In th e context o f the very differen t 
ci rcum s tances that now confront the planner . 

M . Bannon and J . Hendry < 1983>. Planning In Ireland : an overview . 
Department of Town and Country Planning. Occasional Papers In 
Planning . 1. price £?. . 00 from Science Library . Queen's University. 
C hlorine Gardens. Belfast BT9 5EQ. 

A cri tical h istory of planning. north and south of the 
provided by ' Urban and reg ional planning In the Republic 
191 1- 1976'. and 'The development of planning In Northern 

border . is 
of Ireland 

Ire land ' . 
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Both highlight a similar cyclic Interest In planning . and the need to 
deve lop planning system s more d irectly relevant to loca l needs. 
together with suitable structures for their administration . 

Gordon E . Cherry < 1983> . l he influence of location policies on 
metropolitan areas . Habitat International. 7 < 3 - 4> . pp . 19- 30. 

Or~glnally presented to the First International Congress of Planning 
of Major Cities in 1981. the paper focuses on metropo l itan experiences 
In Britain since the second world war . and their relationship to 
American and west- central European experience and implications for 
developments in other parts of the world . 1t traces changes in the 
British metropolitan city . assesses the reasons for economic. social 
and technological change. and comments on the achievements of location 
policies to date . 

Andrew H . Dawson < 1983> . Poland : 30- year rural- urban transition . 
Cities . 1 <2> . 175 -84. 

Analyses urban policy in Poland between the end of the plan for post­
war reconstruction and the onset of the crisis of 1980 . Demographic . 
economic . political and other ci rcumstances affecting urban 
development are described . 

John Shea il ( 1983>. Planning . wa ter supplies and ministerial power in 
inter - war Britain. Public Administration . 61 <4> . pp . 386 - 95. 

Despite several attempts to reform the s tructure of the water 
Industry. little was achieved in the inter- war period . Three phases 
In th e perception of wate r - use planning can be discerned. namely the 
period o f post- F lrst World War reconstruction. the years 1929- 34 . and 
th ose of 1935- 39 . The allocation of water resources affected property 
rights so closely that Parliament was particularly reluctant to 
delegate Its regulatory powers over the Industry to min isters and 
their officials . 

Gordon E. Cherry < 1984). leisure and the home : 
r elationships . Leisure Studies. 3 . pp . 35 - 52 . 

a review of changing 

A research agenda in respect of leisure and the home requires an 
historical perspective and the setting of a socio- cultural context. 
Changing re lationships In the twentieth century are reviewed . l he 
physical attri butes of the housing stock are set against the context of 
demographic . social and cultural change. Having assessed past and 
present patterns in leisure activities . future trends are considered . 
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F . Gray <od.> <1983>. Crawley: old town. new town. University of 
S ussex. Centre fo r Continuing Educ ation. Oc casional Paper . 18. 108 
pp .. price £1 . 90. ISBN 0 904242. 21 8. 

Compiled by members of an adult education class. Part I examines the 
more important recent events and processes that have shaped the area . 
in particular the making of Crawley as a new town after the second 
world war . Part 11 contains edited accounts of seven local people. as 
they remember various features of their l ives In the Crawley area. 

Gerard C . Mooney < 1983> . The State . ho using and the reserve army of 
labour : Glasgow 1850- 1939 . Centre for Urban and Regional Research. 
Glasgow University . Discussion Paper 11 . 42 pp . . ISSN 0263 1075 . 

The massive influx of people into the towns and cities of Britain 
during the industrial revolution brought a potential threat to the 
ruling class . Where were these people going to be accommodated? 
Housing prov1s1on plays a fundamental part in the maintenance and 
reproduction of bourgeois social and economic relations . The case 
s tudy illustrates how State intervention was designed to sustain. 
despite shifts in the relative positions of capital and labour . the 
conditions most conducive to capitalist production and accumulation. 

Gordon E . Cherry C 1964> . Britain and the metropolis. Urban change and 
planning in perspective . Town Planning Review. 55 < 1). 5-33. 

In a synopt ic review of the period since the late nineteenth century . 
tho author illustrates how chang ing urban patterns have been 
influenced by developments in public policy embracing reform movements 
and welfare programmes . advances in planning method and forms of 
environmental control . and the application of social science research . 

Urlan Wannop < 1964> . Clydeslde In transition . l hree questions on the 
significance of metropolitan strategic planning. Town Planning 
Review . 55 < 1 >. 34 - 54 . 

This Is an edited and revised version of the Inaugural Address g iven at 
the Universi ty of Strathclyde and abstracted In PHB. 6 < 1>. 1983 . 

r . A. Nlcholson. Wheels on the road . 
and moto rist . 18 70- 1940 . G eo Books . 
£7 . 50 . ISBN 0 86094 125 6 . 

Maps of Britain for the c yclist 
Norwich. 1983. 102 pp . . price 

The 50 illustrations and text draw attention to the many types of map. 
road book and guide published from the early 19th century onwards as 
more people travelled for work and leisure purposes . 
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NOTES AND NEWS 

Public Record Office PubllcatJons 

The Public Record Office Advisory Coyuncil Publications Committee Is 
reviewing Its publications policy <lists . guides. & c> . it Is approaching 
various constituencies for suggestions for new Initiatives wh ich lt migh t 
Incorporate In Its programme over the next five years . Members of PHG are 
encouraged to send proposals and comments to Tony Sutcllffe <Dept. o f 
Economic and Social History. University. Sheffield S 10 2TN> . who Is a member 
of t he Publications Committee . 

Land Use Policy 

The first number of this new journal was published In January 1984 by 
Betterworth Science Ltd .. Journals Division . P . 0 . Box 63 . Wes tbury House . 
Bury Street. Guildford GU2 5BH . U . K. To be published four times a year . the 
International journal Is edited by Dr . M . A. Brett- Crowther . In a leader . 
'Shaping the polic y that shapes the policy'. the editor writes of how polic y 
Is a p roduct of the value of leaders. ' Whilst there Is muc h to distress the 
Intelligent critic. problems can become definable. apprehensible and 
solvable where advantage Is taken of good cartography . photogrammetry . and 
range of communi c ations systems. and a rising number of ecologically 
educated people .· 

Land Deve lopment Stud ies 

Published by E . and F. N . Spon . the first Issue of this International journal 
appeared In January 1984 CISSN 0265 0821> . edited by Dr . A . J . Dobso n . 
Planning Department. Essex County Council . Globe House. New Street. 
Chelmsford . Intended for professional practitioners In planning and 
development. as well as researchers In academic Institutions . papers wi ll be 
published on any area of real estate development. from researc h Into s ingle 
aspects of the development process to studies of complete schemes . 
Development Is considered In terms of finance . Investment. economics and the 
envi ronment. as well as In relation to public policy and private enterprise. 

Frenc h Towns 

An Interesting series on French towns and cities has been published under the 
general direction of Phlllppe Wolff . published by Editions Prlvat. 14 rue 
des Arts . 31000 foulouse . In 350 pages . Gabrlel Desert' s Hlsto lre de caen 
< 1981 > p roceeds from Caen and Its origins to Caen as a regional capital . ro 
date 18 volumes have been produced Inc luding those for Marseil les . 
Bruxelles. ll lle. Nancy. Geneva . Lausanne. Bordeaux and Rennes . The prices 
range from F . 180 to about F . 300. 
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PROFESSOR ROBIN BEST 

Robin Best died at h is home on ~0 April 1984. He was Professor of Land 
Use at Wye Co llege. London University. An obituary In The Times of 4 
May 1984 drew attention to the way he had spent his whole working life 
at Wye College. and had been the originator of one of the earliest 
degree courses in Environmental Studies. 

Over a period o f 30 years. he had developed a reputation for careful 
and met iculous scholarsh ip. which led to his being recognised as a 
leading authority on land use structure and competition In Br itain. 
His recen t paper to the British Assocation <extracts of whic h we re 
reproduced In PHB> was one of many publications that reviewed the 
c harac te r and s ignificance of planning In the Br itish rural and urban 
context ove r the last half century. 
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WORK IN PROGRESS 

Supplement 4 

In thts fourth supplement to ·work In Progress < PHH 4C 3) > a distinction 
•s again drawn between recent publications and activities CA> . and 
wo rk tn proqress < B> . 

Mr S tophor. A . Cropper . Operati o na l Hesaarch G roup . Maths and ~hysic!.i 
HtttlcJ tn CJ . Untvors tty o f Sussex . 1-almer . Hrighton HN1 9R~ . 

A 1 f heory and s trategy in the study of planning processes -

A'? 

B l 

th e use s o f the case study . Environment and Planning. H . 9. 
341 51 . 

' L)o I kn ow wh at you mean ?' On the methodolo9y of c ross - cultural 
compa rison . Town and Regional Planning Series . University 
of Sheffield . Departm ent of row n and Regional Planning 
<for th coming> . 

fho in tellec tu al and political history of an employment planning 
programme . 19/6- 84 - as part of an award <SrRC> for the 
development of 'A id s for s trateg ic decision making in 
complox conlltcts '. 

Professor Jefory M . U!Elfendorf. Depart ment of History. Untversity of 
Now Hampshtro . Uurham . NH 0380 1 . USA . 

A 1 Bus inessmen and Politics in the Rhineland . 1789- 1834. <Prince ton 
Untverst ty 1-'ress . 1980> . 

A? Kons tan ty Gu tschow and the Reconstruction of Hamburg . <paper 

B l 

presented at Western A ssoc iation of German S tud las. Oc tober 
1983 . and being currently considered for public ation by 
Gon tral 1: uropean History. 

The Rebuilding of Germany's Cllles after 1945 c book . work 
underway s ince '1980> . 

Professor Hober t H . t-airbanks . Department of History . UnlvEH!.iity of 
Texas a t Arltngton. Arlington . Texas r60 t9 . USA . 

A 1 My most recent publication Is an article eo - authored with Lane 
l M ill or. Housing. 1-'lanntng and Race In Cinclnnatl. 19:?0 
1955 . In The Martial Metropolis : American Cities In War and 
peace. 1919- 1961 . edited by Roger Lotchin <Praeger Press> . 

B 1 am completing a book manuscrip t enttlled 'Housing tn the Ci ty : 
Reformers and the Prob lem of I ow- Cost Housing In Clncinna li . 
1890- 1960'. 1t explores the changing definition of and 
response to th e low- cost housing problem and treats early 
public housing as an experiment tn commurttty building . 
Specia l altention is given to the city ' s planntng movement 
and it s contributions to housing reform . 

8 2 have also just initiated a s tudy on hous ing. planning and 
booste r lsm in Dallas dur ing the 1940s . 

Ur . Uavid A . John son. Graduate School of Plann ing. 1618 Cumberland 
Avenue. Untvorsity of Tennessee. Knoxville . Tennessee 37916 

A 1 Norrts. Tennessee . on the occasion o f its ftflteth anntversary . 

Planning History Bulletin . 1984 . 6 < 1 > . 3~-4~ . 

B 1 Co - oditor <with Oanie l Schafler > of fo rthcom ing Symposium issue 
of Planning History. Journal of the American Planning 

A ssociation <scheduled fo r spring 1985 >. 

f'rofessor Roger Montgomery . l>epar tm en t of City Planning . Univers ity of 

Ca lifornia. Herkeley. Ca liforn ia 947~0 . 

A 1 

8 1 

8 2 

For 1 years. Undergraduate L)ean o f Co llege o f Envi ronmental 
Uosign. University of Ca lifo rn ia . 1-iorkeley. 

fhe role of architec ture and arc httects in the Californ ia 
homebuitding industry . 

Htstory of urban renewal during the Etsenhower adminislratton . 
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SIR FAEOERICK GIBBERO 

Sir F rederlck Glbberd. CBE AA ate . . who d ied last January . was a 

distinguished Eng l ish architect planner . One needs to use all four words to 

charac terise his contribution to planning hi s tory . Born In 1908 In the 

heart of red brick Warwickshire. he was never Intellectually or emotionally 

brainwashed <though he was beguiled> by continental Influences . Pullman 

Court In Streatham . his first big job . may seem a textbook example of 

g leaming white Thirties' modernism . but the war softened him. as it did 

others . The elegant BISF prefabs and terrace houses of the late Forties 

have pretty. almost Regency. porches . and Lansbury market place In east 

London . built for 1951 and now so wretchedly vandalised . Is an epitome of 

what we now call the Fe stival style . Even when Britain's first tower block 

and Londo n 's new airport c ame h is way 

modernist drama in favour 

he notably rejected these obvious 

invitations to of red brick. Liverpool A . C. 

Cathedral . bravely won in anonymous competition at the peak of h is career. if 

you compare it w ith Its prototype at Brasilla . i s both prettier and fussier 

In a very English way. 

so lt Is no surprise to find him. as a planner . firmly In the Unwln tradition . 

His book Town Design of 1953 Is an update of Unwin's Town Planning In 

Pr<:!Ctlc~ of 1909 . and he must have seen it as such. He wrote : 

lt Is n ow generally agreed that the large city leads only to 
social evil . lt monopolizes the cultural life of the region . 
and often of the nation. Apart from Its Inherent evils of 
c reating high death and low birth rates. and of breeding mal­
adjusted soc ial types. such as gangsters and ' wide boys'. lt 
makes a fu ll life Impossible for the o rdinary decent citizen. 

He would have qualified this later . He could not resist photographing 

th ose congested . 

Amsterdam . Prague . 

and s ilhouettes as 

generation still saw 

depraved cities <Washing ton . Rome. Florence. 

Stockholm> . and quoting their streets a nd spaces 

Unwin's exemplars . as did Unwin . But wherea s 

the street and square as the visual raw material 
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o f urban design. and did their best at Hampstead and later at Welwyn to 

reconcile lt with contemporary demands for sunlight and greenery. 

Glbberd ' s generation had to take on board the Corbusian aesthetic of 

' objects In s pace ' and specifically the beautiful but unreal and 

unexecutfld ac ropolis for St. Die . So Glbberd writes of the town 

centra as ' a composition In whic h landscape design will play Its part 

and In wh ich the buildings of the central area will appear as freely 

disposed masses rather than a s continuous street frontages' . T h is 

's tradophobla ' . as Colin Aowe was later to describe it. Is n ow seen as 

the dynamite which literally exploded our historic town s until the 

conservationi s ts got themselves organised and put a stop to it. 

Gibberd ' s schema for Nuneaton . only partly executed. involved no such 

destruction . but is still an unhappy example of this dependence on 

' landscape· to tie together odd bu ildings that have no discernible 

relation with one another . For Harlow . under the Influence of St. Die 

and of Bruno Taut' s concept of the Rtradt~ron~ . G lbbe rd designed a 

' freely disposed ' civic group which should have dominated the town but 

was so scaled down and anglicized that 1t was easi ly crowded out by 

la tor commercial developers . 

If the ~tadtkrone failed to orient you . all the more important was it 

that the town plan should read clearly and vividly on the ground . Two 

c harac teristic ally English failings prevented this . First. the 

flight from the r ight angle and the fash ion for 'organ ic ' planning . 

with roads following the contours. ensured that the visitor lost all 

sense of direction a fatal Vic torian application of Romantic 

landscape notions to city planning . 

has yielded to. English planners 

whic h even the Milton Keynes grid 

praised Bath . but they followed 

Bournemouth . Secondly. the swathes o f ·natural ' landscape that 

penetrated the town failed to reg ister visually bec ause the 

neighbourhoods they embraced had no firm edge. As early as 1949 

Glbbe rd had shown . In the firmly o r thogonal layout of the Somerfo rd 

Estate In Hackney. how you could build at traditiona l London densities 

without going above three storeys . but d id not persuade his 

Corporation to house their ex-Londoners In the style they were used to . 

Perhaps. as In h is own beautiful garden at Harlow . h is love for the 

great oaks and elms of the Home Counties distracted him . The 
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landscape swallowed the town . 

E xperlence has Inevitably taught us the failings of the conventional 

wisdom of the Fifties as so comprehensively and clearly set out in To~!l 

Desig.Q.. But on the whole . and within its scale of reference . it stands 

up better than the harder attitudes that supplanted lt. 1t certainly 

has a consistency and common sense that were notably lacking among the 

' stradophile ' aesthetes who led the reaction against 1t in the 

Seventies . In the more serious succession that starts with Camillo 

Si tte . and ends (so far> with Christopher Alexander . lt has a central 

place. 

L ionel E sher. 

Christmas Common Tower. 

Watlington . Oxford OX9 5HL . 

SIR WILFREO BURNS 

Sir Wilfred Burns . who died on 4 January. 1984. at the age of 60 . was a 

key figure in British post- war planning . A natural leader . first in 

local and then in central government. he was associated with 

important developments in planning practice over the last 

many 

thirty 

years : indeed. such were his personal contributions that we have to 

assess him as a major figure in his profession . 111. 

The chronology and pattern of his career may be briefly stated . Born 

in Farnworth . near Bolton. Lancashire . he moved to Ulverston at the age 

of six . and was educated at the Grammar School there. He trained in 

civil engineering at Liverpool University . After war service in the 

Admiralty . he embarked on a local government career In Leeds . An 

influential period at Coventry from 1949. however . proved to be the 

formative years when he became a senior member of a formidably strong 

multi- professional team concerned with city reconstruction . A move 

to Surrey for a short period as Deputy County Planning Officer was 
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followed In 1960 by eight years as City Planning Officer at Newcastle 

upon Tyne . In c harge of a newly created Department. In 1968. he joined 

the Min istry of Housing and Local Government as Chief Planner . 

becoming C uniquely> Chief Planner and Deputy Secretary In the 

Department of the Environment In 1971. with a leading role In 

integrating planning and transport. He left government service In 

1982 only to embark on a series of further commitments In his 

retirement . ~tavlng satisfactorily recuperated from serious heart 

surgery . he joined the Local Government Boundary Commission. becoming 

its Deputy Chairman and maintained a network of professional contacts 

in many quarters. 

At Coventry. Burns was first an assistant planning officer. serving 

under Donald Gibson as City Architect and Planning Officer . When 

Arthur Ling succeeded Glbson In 1955. Burns was appointed in charge of 

the Planning Division . In this capacity he contributed substantially 

to the planning and reconstruction of the City . 

In retrospect. Burns' move to Surrey was a career aberration . but 

profess ional advancement in urban authorities was then restricted by 

virtue of the seniority of the municipal engineer over town planning in 

Departmental organisation C though not In Coventry> . But the 1960s 

were to see a significant shift In this respect. the first breach in 

professional domination occurring In Newcastle. Political change of 

cont rol in 1958 helped to break the mould and a new Labour leader. 1 . 

Dan Smith . proclaimed the sort of city he wanted to see . 1 he se 

Newcastle years were exciting ones . Politically- provided opportu­

nities for change met with a worthy professional response and Burns 

extracted the best from an innovative team . setting trends in 

thinking . method and practice which Influenced urban planning 

nationally throughout the decade and beyond . 

The last 14 years of Burns ' career were In Whitehall as a successor to 

J . R. James . During that t ime he was Involved with . and had an 

Influence on . all the major Issues and developments in planning . in a 

period when so much was undergoing change . He was Director of the 

South East Joint Planning Team which publi shed the ~gic Plan for 
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!he South East In 1970 . His involvement with transport was manifest 

in h is chai rmanship of the Urban Motorways Committee which published 

i ts report New ~oads in Town~ in 1972 . In 1974. he took a leading role 

1n arrangements to set up the School for Advanced Urban Stud ies at the 

Universi ty of Bristol. In 1975 he was instrumental In developing the 

Community land Act scheme in the legislation of that year ; Ironically 

he worked on the repeal of the Act in 1980 . He took responsibility for 

policy proposals contained in the White Paper policy fgr t he IQ.QiiJ[ 

Citie~ <Cmnd . 6845). 1977. In the same year he reported as chairman of 

a group concerned with planning and transportation problems in Bath; 

a group including Avon County Council. Bath District Council and Bath 

Preservation l rust had been set up by the Secretary of State in 1973 

and the Bath Stoor ing Group Report was published In 1971. In 1980. his 

work as Chairman of a Joint Group of Officials of Local Authority 

Associations 

Committee 's 

and Government 

Report which 

ind ustry and commerce. 

Departments came to fruition with 

reviewed local authority assistance 

Burns· professional 

British town 

career coincided with 

work 

the years of the rise 

undertaken against fall of plann ing . His was 

his 

to 

and 

the 

background o f the more d istinctive phases : the high water mark of the 

later 1940s when idealism. commitment and confidence held out so much 

promise for planned reconstruction. the potential of civic design and 

the possibil ities giving rational order to land use ; the years of 

relative quiescence In the 1950s : the resurgent boom years of the 

1960s ; th e disappointments and reappraisal of the 1970s; and the 

c hanged po litical attitudes of the 1980s . From shining star to fading 

vision ; from certainty to doubt ; from purpose to drift ; from 

rad icalism to lncrementalism : from centralism to popu lar participa­

tion : these have been our exper iences of the last 35- 40 years. 

During th is t ime bureaucracy. the professions . the machinery of 

government and political will have all been challenged and variously 

ca lled into question as the community <the clients of planning> have 

alleged failure . waste . excessive cost and overzea lous regulation. 

Professional p lanners have been buffotted by the demands of a fickle 

publ ic and the challenge of a response to a rapidly chang ing set of 

social. economic and technologica l conditions . 
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Most profess ional planners develop their careers wi th in the system 

wh ich is set for them . ducking and weaving through the circumstances of 

their time . Just occasionally truly great men . pioneers in their 

fie ld . break through and succeed in gelling the system to work for 

thom . ra ther than be led by it. Wilfred Burns was such a person . He 

was a man w ith a vision for what might be : not for design or for the 

visual appearance of c ities . but for making cities work In such a way 

that brings benefit to people . He wa s a man who could use 

opportunities. Newcastle being his personal c reative s howpiece . but 

hi s adaptiveness and pragmatism served h im In good stead later in 

Whitehall when planning had to trim its sails In troubled waters . 

Essentially . Burns was a child of the wa r- time hopes and dreams for a 

better Br itain . In Coventry and Newcastle he did so much to show how 

the vision might be translated into new environments . In later years 

he faced the reality of see ing the idealism blunted by a combination of 

s tatutory procedures . a collapse of professional conf1dence and a 

shift in political values . But throughout he was a committed 

professional . He had a total view of things . his message being ' that 

planning means more than civic design . or traffic . or statistics or 

reg ional design . and that its scope w ill continually w ide n .· He 

was an expansionist. not for profess ional aggrandisement in any 

compet itive sense. but to share the plann ing method and process w ith 

related professions and discipl ines for the creation of f iner cities 

and liveable environments . He staked out a c laim In the totality of 

loca l authority 

resurgen ce of 

1960s and into 

enterprise . 

authority and 

the 1970s. 

contributing massively to a powerful 

conviction about planning . throughout the 

bu i ld ing on post- war Idealism but in the 

know ledge that given the r ight conditions planning had so much to give 

to social well - be ing . l h is vis ion was to be thwarted in the later 

1970s and beyond but his commitment to an ideal raised his profession 

to new heights in the conduct of urban . rural and regional affairs . 

GORDON E . CHERRY 
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A PLOTLANO ALBUM 

If you find th e exotic ruins of Tenochtitlan . Pompell or Delos a little 

beyond reac h . then why not settle for a somewhat easier trip to Dun ton 

in f ssex to see remnants of what was known even In Its heyday as ' the 

fo rgo tten c ity' . 

In th e 1940s there we re as many as 27. 500 people living In that part of 

south f ssex betweon Laindon and Pitsea . 1 he majority of these were In 

homes of ligh t construction . without main services . and frontlng onto 

a 75- mite network of grass track roads . lt was 'par excellence' a 

plotland settlement. the f irst plots dating from the end o f the last 

century when East Enders started to take advantage o f a combination of 

choap land and easy access to buy their own place In the sun . 1he 

little plots C selling In 1924 for about £6 for a 20- foot frontage> 

o ffered temporary retreats for weekends and holidays In the f i rst 

instance . only becoming permanent homes In the Second World War . when 

primitive facilities seemed a small price to pay for an escape from 

enemy bombing in Eas t London. 

Confronted with what was widely regarded In official circ les as a 

' rural s lum' . and armed at last with effective planning powers the 

question was not one of y.-he!h~r to remove this unwanted legacy but 

rather o f h9~· fhe answer was to designate the whole area as Baslldon 

New 1 o wn . replacing all that was unplanned with a brand new settlement. 

' S lowly the anarchic sprawl will be tid ied into a new order . and the 

charac te r o f the district wi ll be entirely 

article In the ~ang!'!e.st~r Guardian in 1950 . 

changed ' . predicted an 

lt was a fair prediction . 

and for more than 30 years the Development Corporation has engaged in 

the complex and volatile task of clearing the plots . one by one. as a 

prelude to rebuilding . lt has been a fraught exercise . with many a 

plotholder resisting to the last this assault on his much - prized 
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proper ty . 

"f here Is . then . a gentle Irony In the decision o f the Corporation to 

hold bac k the bulldozers from the few rema in ing plot and to reserve the 

whole o f what used to be known as the Dunton Hill s Estate as a reminder 

of Ba sildon 's origins . With financial aid from the Countrys ide 

Commission . the Landscape Section of the Corporation has devised a 

plotland trail . and has produced an excellent booklet packed w ith 

photos. es tate plans and other illustrations. 

What the vis itor to Dunton will find Is the original estate layout. 

w ith a handful of bu ildings dotted around . One of these. '1he Haven ' . 

is bo ing renovated and will be used as a plotland museum . 1 he fam ily 

who built it in the m id- 1930s has been contacted to advise on 

furn ishings . amazed but delighted that their ordinary exis tence should 

bo o f into rost to anyone else. 

Most of the bungalows that were once here have been demolished . but 

visitors are free to wa nd'"'r through th · 1 "" e var~ous p ots . s tepping over 

loose build1ng materials and foundations buried In the long grass and 

noting the tell· tale signs of garden plants and hedge lines that g ive 

it all away . ·1 hose who like their his tory in the form of cottages and 

workshops rather than palaces and cas tles will take delight in Dunton . 

1 he scheme has already aroused local Interest and. significantly. new 

sources of family photos . property deeds and so on have been dug out of 

attic s and c luttered cupboards . Planning h is torians will be amongst 

All in tho first to appreciate the value of thi s type of material. 

all . full credit to the Corporation fo r taking an init iat ive which 

could so eas ily have been seon to be aga1'nst the g 1 • f enera gra1n o their 

wo rk . Authors are not acknowledged in the booklet. but it was Pat 

Hayes who started the research and l indsey Evers and colleagues in the 

landscape Section who have seen it through . 

Dunton is an evocative reminder o f Baslldon·s past but. as the only 

trail of its type. it can also serve as a museum for plotlands 

generally . Essex had more than Its fa i r share o f p lotland development 
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In the early twentieth- century but Cas many a planner who has spent 

long hours dealing with a legacy of makeshift settlements will 

testify> there are few parts of the country that missed it altogether . 

Humble . self- made homes. passionate ly defended by their Inhabitants . 

proved 

They 

remarkably resilient 

have also called 

to the efforts of 

into question the 

have 

them . 

itself . In the face of Individual claims. Is the 

served by their removal or not? 

planners to remove 

goals of planning 

public good better 

Planning historians should make the pilgrimage to Dunton and decide 

for themselves . Go in the winter and trudge through the sticky mud 

along the unmade tracks Cwithout the advantage of a house at the bottom 

of the hill which once served as a collecting point for wallington 

boots before boarding 'Old Tom ' s ' bus into Laindon> . Or go in summer 

and enjoy the vtaw back towards East London. feeling. as the early 

settlers described tt. ' as if you are on top of the world' . 

A plotland album: the story of the Ounton Hills Community is 

published by Basildon Development Corporation C 1963> . and copies are 

obtainable free of charge from the Landscape Section . Basildon 

Development Corporation . Gifford House . Basildon . Essex . 

DENNIS HARDY 

Midd le sex Polytec hnic . 
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COOPEAA TIVE HOUSEKEEPING 

1 he cooperative housekeeping movement Is a forgotten element in the history of 

f. ngllsh planning . Cooperative housekeeping was a nineteenth- c entury variation o n 

communal living whereby families lived separately but shared responsibility for 

domestic duties . Houses and flats In these cooperative housekeeping schemes ware 

often built in quadrangles . Their ability to combine privacy and c ommunity still 

makes them popular places to live in today . Many schemes were initiated by 

women . showing that woman have been Involved with the design of good . practical 

housing for at least a century . 

Several articles appeared in the literary journals on associated homes in the mid­

nineteenth century < 1 > . Early writing In the cooperative movement publicised the 

debate In soc ialis t c ircles . E:dward Vans ittart Neale was a champion of associated 

homes < 2 > and The Co- Operator publ ished a series of artic les on the subjec t C 3> . 

Opposition from c ooperators more interested in using their capital to bu ild ind ividua l 

homes meant that no associated homes were built . 

it took an American . Melusina Fay Peirce . to bring cooperative housekeeping to the 

attention of the middle classes as a means of solving their domestic problems without 

any overtones of soc ialism . Ironically. her articles In Atlantic Monthly < 4 > included 

a description of the consti tution of a cooperative housekeeping association . based on 

that of the E. uropean co- operative societies . 1 he outcome was a rush of enthusiasm 

for the Idea . reflected In numerous articles C 5> and papers to learned societies < 6> . 

1 his open discussion cu lminated in the production of two plans for cooperative 

homes . 

1 he first was designed by E. . W . God win and commissioned by Mrs . E. . M . King < 7) . 

and was a large house comprising accommodation for about 20 households with 

school . play room . kitchen and common dinning room . One of the most important 

advantages of this limited amount of communal living was that lt actually increased 

family privacy . as servants were able to live off the premises and not be almost 

permanently on duty. 1 he second cooperative home was a design by Marie c . c . 

Morfit < 6> . l his rather extravagant house Included flats for 6 households . servants ' 

rooms. laundry. kitchen. sick room s and a bowling alley . Neither of these houses 

was built. but contemporary discussion now accepted the basic Idea as an economic 

proposition rather th an a soc iali st utopia < 9> . 

33 



Single working women could also benefit from this new form of housing. In the early 

1900s . several homes for 'gentlewomen' were built. some with shared facilities . 

They were often Intended to make a small profit. and provided Independence for the 

women along with the physical and moral security required at the time < 1 O> . A 

forerunner was the Ladies' Residential Chambers In Chenles Street. Bloomsbury 

< 11 > . opened in 1889 . Each was provided a small kitchen and scullery . Residents 

c ould eat In their own rooms or use the communal dining room and kitchen . The 

opening of the Chambers was attended by l ydia Backer. a supporter of cooperative 

housekeeping since the early 18 70s and secretary of the Manchester Society for 

Women's Suffrage . 

Until the early 1900s . all designs for cooperative housekeeping establishments had 

been variations on the ordinary house form. usually larger versions with additional 

c ommunal rooms . The coming of the garden city movement. presented 

opportunities for houses and flats w ith a more outwardly- communal appearance. 

1 his change in form stemmed partly from the publicity given to Parker and Unwin's 

d es ign for c ooperative housing. included in ' lhe Art of Building a t-tome· in 1901. 

Unwln ' s chapter 'Of Co- operation In Building '. argued that tenements grouped round 

quadrangles or gardens would give character and dignity to towns < 12> . t-Ie ci ted 

old college buildings as an example of satisfactory town building. showing the 

Influence of his early years in Oxford . Another Influence on Unwln was William 

Morris < 13> who suggested communal kitchens. laundries and dining rooms for 

workers ' housing . although still emphasising the differentiation of public and private 

space. E benezer t-toward's 'l omorrow : A peaceful path to real reform ' was first 

published In 1898. and also contained a reference to groups of houses . some with 

common gardens and cooperative kitchen < 14) . 

In 1899 . the American socialist and feminist. Charlotte Parkins Gllman' made her 

second visit to E.ngland : her book. 'Women and Economics' < 15> was then issued . 

In her book and lectures she advocated the soclallsation of domestic work. which she 

defined as the professionallsation of housekeeping and the freeing of women from the 

ties o f cooking. clean ing and child care . Her suggestions for apartment living for 

women with families received w ide publicity but little support In E. ngland . Gllman had 

joined the Fabian Society during her earlier visit in 1896. being proposed by Beatrice 

Webb . 1 he F ablan News carried an advertisement in 1899 seeking residents for a 

cooperative home In Canning Town < 16> . 

The formation of the Garden City Association in 1899 stimulated discussion on 
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possible new forms of housing . Speakers gained a wide audience for their views on 

cooper alive housing . One such speaker was t-tarold Clapham lander . a Fabian who 

was a council member and later secretary of the Association . t-Ie was particularly 

active. writing part of a Fabian Tract on housing < 17) as well as being honorary 

arch itect to the Co- operative Garden City Committee. and speaking on cooperative 

dwellings to the first Garden City Conference In 1901 < 18 > . Between 1901 and the 

start o f building at the first garden ci ty of letchworth . a se r ies of cooperative 

housekeeping schemes came to fruition In London and the surrounding area . 

Haymond Unwin's Fabian Tract was published < 19>. giving more details of his ideas 

on cooperative housing . 1 he revised version of t-loward ' s 'Tomorrow ' was published 

In 1902 as 'Garden Cities of romorrow'. while the Englishwoman's Review published 

an article on cooperative cooking In 1903 < 20> . In 1904 a pamphlet was issued 

from Hampstead suggesting an experiment In 'common kitchen arrangements ' at 

letchworth <21> . In 1904/5 t-1. G . Wells ' s 'A modern utopia ' was serialised . 

showing a future where private autonomy was decreasing and life was mainly lived In 

hotels . clubs and cooperative homes <22> . later In 1905 Wells published two articles 

In the Dally Mall commanding cooperative housekeeping as a solution to the housing 

problem < 23> . Waiter Crane first wrote to ' 1 he Garden C ity' magazine urging that 

collective dwellings be built in letchworth . and then published his son ' s design for a 

collective dwelling containing 16 cottages and a common room . In the form of a 

quadrangle <24> . Finally In 1906 . Ebenezer Howard and H . Clapham lander 

produced their plan for a group of 24 homes and a common kitchen . and by 190 7 a 

site in Letchworth had been found and a company formed to carry out the plan ( 25> . 

Homesgarth . as Howard called the group of homes. was the first family venture in 

cooperative housekeeping to open In November 1910 <26> . Sixteen houses . 

designed by H . Clapham lander. were built In the first s tage of the plan . <the other 

16 we re never completed> . which compri sed two and three storey houses and a 

communal dining and kitchen. built around two sides of a qandrangle . The houses 

were Joined by a covered walk around the Inside of the quadrangle. Howard . who 

lived there from 1911 - 20 < 27> . wrote eulogies to the freedom lt gave women from 

domestic cares and suggested a similar system for working c lass families < 28> . 

t-tomesgarth was Intended for comfortably off childless couples. and received 

cri ticism because of this. although lt was Howard · s Intention to extend the 

cooperative housekeeping system to Include other soc ia l groups. 

t-lomesgarth was the second of the new group of cooperative homes . the first being 

Waterlow Court. a home for 50 single working ladles In Hampstead Garden Suburb . 
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1his was suggested by Henrletta Barnett and o r iginally planned by Raymond Unwin 

<29> although M . H . Balllle Scott designed the final version for the Improved 

Industrial Dwellings Company . Baillie Scott had already published a plan for a group 

of 16 cooperative houses with central dining hall < 30> . and the Waterlow Court 

design appears to be an extension of this < 3 1 > . 1 he Court is s till a beautiful 

c lois tered quadrangle. Henrietta Barnett made great efforts to sta rt a group of 

houses w ith a communal kitchen for families. but this came to naught < 32> . 

After the two well public ised developments of Homegarth and Waterlow Court came 

four sche m es all initiated by the same woman . Allce Melvin . a Flnchley resident who 

had earlier been invo lved with the provision of women's hostels C 33> . Her first 

venture was Bren t Garde n VIllage . an almost exac t Interpretation of Gllman's plan for 

cooperative h omes . with suburban houses connected by a covered way to a c entral 

building . M elvin first suggested th is in a lectu re to th e Flnc hley Women 's Guild in 

Oc tober 1909 < 34 > . fo llowing which a friendly society was established to raise money 

for the pu rc hase of Brent Lodge. the prospective central build ing . 1 he architect P . 

Woollatt Home designed the kitchen less houses. supervised by Melvin . and the first 

residents moved in during November 1911 . to the amusement of the press < 35> . 

By th is time Melvin had begun another scheme called Me lvln Park at Rulslip C 36> . 

Intended as a forerunner o f a completely cooperative garden city . a serviced block of 

flats . was eventually opened In November 1912 . Situated In Golders Green Road . 

No rth London . lt was a ' VIctorian warren of a place· with a central kitchen and din ing 

room looking out on to large gardens . Residents could take their 'excellent' meals 

eithe r in the ir own flats or the dining room . until the flats were sold in 1964 C 3 7> . 

Alice Melvln 's last Idea was to buy Frognal Priory . a large mansion built In 1892 and 

si tuated c lose to West Hampstead underground station . and use lt as a cooperative 

home c 38> . 

Meanwh ile in Letchwo rth . two young women had been Inspired by the communal 

ventures they had seen on a visit to Austria and Germany. M iss Ruth Pym . <later to 

become warde n of Letchwo rth Settlement> . a nd Miss S . E . Dew. a teac her . were 

friends of Ebenezer Howard. 1he Howard Cottage Society finally agreed to back 

thei r sche me for a half quadrangle of cottages and flats with a c ommon din ing 

room C39> . Built between 1914 and 1916 . Meadow Way Green conforms most 

close ly to the o r ig inal Idea of cooperative housekeeping . in that residents took it in 

turns of a fortnight each to supervise the cooking . The second half of the 

quadrangle of cottages was added in 1925 . Communal dining flourished until 1976. 
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1 he arc hitect was Courtenay C rickmer. 

One further attempt was made by Mrs . E . B . Pearsall o f Letchworth to in i t iate a 

scheme which would include families with children . Plans for the houses were 

drawn up by Ben nett and Bidwell . C who had both wo rked for Parker and Unwin> . 

and publis hed in August 1920 c 40> . Nothing came of this scheme . nor of a p lan to 

build a bloc k o f cooperative flats a t Onslow Village near G uildford C 41 > . Although 

th e village was begun with fanfares of publicity - l benezer Howard had helped to 

choose the site - it soon ran short of funds < 42 >. 

1 he second garden c ity of Welwyn had begun bu i ld ing in 1920 . Its early public ity 

stati ng that cooperative housekeeping schemes were to be encouraged C 43> · In 

1922 Guessens Court . a quadrangl e of kitc hen less flats with a communal block on the 

fourth side . was opened . 1 hey were designed by 1-1. Clapham land er and run by 

the New 1 own 1 rust wh ich built various housing developments In Welwyn C 44) . 1 he 

quadrangle and Its Idiosync ratic towered archway still exist. although the comm unal 

bloc k is now a hotel . 

One final develo pment harking ba.:k to Wate r low Court was that of St Geor ge's Court 

in Bournville . Birmingham . Th is was initiated by Dame Elizabeth Cadbury in 1925. 

and was a three sided bloc k of flats for single business and professional women 

c 45>. lt was designed by the Bournvllle VIllage Trust arc hitec t. S . A . Wllmot. and 

Inc luded a communal lounge . kitchen and dining r oom . 1 he Court originally had a 

warden . and women who became unemployed cou ld be asked to leave their 

accommodation . 1 he last of the communal activities finis hed in the late 1960s . and 

lt has now bf)en modernised so that all f iats a re se lf contained < 4 6> . 

l he cooperative housekeeping movement wont into gradual dec line in the mid 1920s . 

with few schemes be ing started while others did no t expand as orig inally envisaged . 

Apart from possibly one In Liverpool . all the schemes were concentrated on London 

and the two garden cities . 

was Meadow Way Green . 

1 he scheme retaining Its communal func tions longest 

the development In wh ich residents helped w ith the 

domestic wo rk and o ne of the mino r ity Into wh ich children we re allowed . l he six 

cooperative housekeeping developments s t ill remaining have retained their popularity 

as places to live . although In every case the communal functions have dwindled 

away. Indeed . interviews with residents who remember the communa l activities 

s uggest that although they were welcomed . they were not the main reason for 

residents wanting to live in those developments . 1 he houses o r flats themselves. 
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lt was . however . an Ideal form of accommodation tor c ertain groups of people . A 

small network of well known figu res became Involved . Howard had read Gllman . 

Howard ' s a rchitect Lander spoke at Melvln's meetings. Howard knew Pym . Unwin 

drew the first plan for Waterlow Court. 1 he formation o f the Garden City Association 

provided an opportunity for the building of new types of housing . Both the garden 

c ity and cooperative housekeeping movements reflected a foaling that a better way of 

l ife ha d to be found . Cooperative housekeeping was seen as a m eans to Improve 

the wo rking condi tions of servants <but not to dispense with them> and as an 

economic form of housing for the wo rking classes . lt was a protest against the 

Victorian Image of the home whilst still emphasising the need for privacy. lt did not 

c hallenge the struc ture of the fam ily In any way . 1t reflected progress towards 

w om en's emanc ipation . providing accommodation to r women workers and reducing 

the domestic w orkload for married women . 

1 he movemen t withered away . particularly after the First World War . lt became even 

harder to keep servants : they were replaced by a new generation of household 

appliances . intended for individual households rather than community groups. 1 he 

suburban building boom increased the availabilty of houses. and fewer moral 

res triction s were placed on women . Council- house building began In earnest and . 

In spite o f much advice o n the need to Include communal facilities < 4 7> . it was rare 

to find even communal washhouses. 1 he peak of Interest In communal living had 

passed . although communal outdoor activities <such as rambling> enjoyed an 

upsurge in the 1930s . 

1 he tact that these developments. Intended for cooperative housekeeping. have 

become popular places to live says much tor the values implicit in their design . 1 he 

combina tion of privacy and community. the human scale. com fo rtable materials and 

Illus ion of rura l life could be criticised as being elitist. but their survival and 

popularity Is a challenge to architects today In producing designs that a re equally 

acceptable for a wider public . lt Is also an Indication of how design Input by non­

architects c an result In liveable housing . Cooperative housekeeping was a women 's 

ho using Initiative with lessons for all those involved In house design today < 48> . 

l YNN F . PE ARSON 
Centre to r Ur ban and Regional Studies. 
University of Birmingham . 
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