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Chairman's Note 

This number o f the BuLletin int roduces a slightly d ifferent f ormat. The new 

editor, Dr J ohn Sheai l , has be en able to build on the successful features of 

t he pas t and give great e r d i s t inction between the various parts. The vertical 

columns were thought s uitable for such matters as meetings and r e views; other­

wis e , longer notes and articles seemed to benefit f r om presentation in the more 

usual report form. In d ue time , it may be hoped that art icles will come to 

domi na te the conten t size of the Bulletin ; the editor is hopi ng that you will 
keep him we ll supplie d wi th copy. 

No pos t a l e lection wi l l be necessary this year for t he Executive . Vacancies 

wil l be fi lled from those who have offered to serve , and r emaining places will 

be f il l ed by nominati on . The Executive for 1982/83 will be announced in the 
next Bulletin . 

I f , enclosed wi th t hese papers, there i s a reminder about your annual subs crip­

tion, p lease send your che que or banke r s o rder form without delay. Quite apart 

from the c ash f low , it helps our hard -wo rking secretary to keep her membership 
b ooks up t o date . 

Cordon E. Cherry 

Trca u rcr's Note 

I am pleased to be able to report that our finances now seem t o be on an assured 

footing: 1981 has been in e ve r y sense a most successful year for the Group. Full 

de tai l s of the Group ' s a ccounts appear on page 15 of this Bulletin. 

Subs criptions wil l of course continue to remain our biggest source of income and 

we have increased that by holdi ng the membership numbers and by raising the 

subs cription to £4.00 . We also now have, however , a useful addition to our 

income whi ch I e xpect we s h all maintain in 1982 from circulating publishers' 

lea f l e t s. Deposit accoun t interest is another useful source, although the 1981 

figure is boosted by the inclusion of five quarterly payments. ~ith declining 

i nterest rates and o n ly t hree quarters' interest to be accounted for in 1982, 

this item is likely to be much smaller in 1982. We also have to pay tax on the 

i n t erest f rom part of 1981. The seminar surplus is almost entirely the result 

o f the eminently successful 1980 International Conference, 'Metropolis 1890-1940' 

whose accounts were no t wound up until 1981, and is t herefore a non- recurring 
i t e m. 

Our costs, however, a re i ncreasing rapidly. Printing costs have increased 

because t he size of th e Bulletin has increased , and mailing costs went up by SO%. 
Postal r a t e s went up again last month so that 1982 ' s bill will be even bigger. 

Neve rthe less we carry f o rw ard a very big balan ce which wi l l help us to keep our 

subscription rates l ow. The ba l ance must , however , cove r the cost of mailing 
one, and printing two , copi es of the Bulletin . 
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Our bank manager, Mr Bromehead, in his letter reproduced on page 15, rightly 

po ints t o an apparent anomaly in the statement, by noting that the seminar 

account balance at 31 December was larger than the sum in the account ascribed 

to the General Fund. The seminar account is used only for dealing with seminar 

finances when seminar o r ganisers are unab le to h andle them by other means. At 

the e nd of a calendar yea r business o n a seminar may not have been concluded. 

Such was the case last year with the Birmingham seminar . But by Decembe r all 

the i n come had b een received and all the costs known, although no t all the bills 

had been pa id. It t here f ore seeme d appropriate to transfer the small surplus 

to the Gro up ' s income in t he balance s he e t a nd note tha t a certain part of the 

seminar account bal a nce was d ue t o the Group ' s Ge neral Fund. The diffe rence 

repres e n ts the outstandi ng liabilitie s incurred by the Birmingham seminar. 

Phi lip Booth 

Plann ing 
History 
Buflet in 

The prime purpose of the BulLeti n is 

to keep members in touch wi t h cur­

rent research and developme nts in the 

history of planning field throug hout 

t he world. Each issue sho uld c onta i n 

notices of meetings, and reports o n 

t hose that have taken place. The r e 

s hould be reviews or abstracts of key 

pub l icat i ons , and one or two a rti c l es 

designed to stimulate o r review pro­

gress of the mes in planning histo r y . 

Each issue must be of i mmed i ate a nd 

lasting interest to readers , both 

wi thin and outs ide the members hip of 

the Group. 

PHB is not j ust anothe r journal com­

pe ting for high-qua l ity rese a rch 

papers . It has a much more distinc ­

tive r ole, but it can only succ e e d if 

members of the Group play their part 

by keeping PHB informed on what is 

h appenin g in their particular fi e ld 

of interest. Only then can PHB fu l ­

fil its potential of providing a 

proving ground fo r planning history, 

and a test bed for concepts and in i t­

i atives. 

WORK IN PROGRESS 

We would like to produce a fresh list 

of 'work in progress' for public ation 

in forthcoming issues. Please fil l in 

the form which is printed on a separ­

ate sheet of pape r in this issue. 

The layout of the f orm is intended 

for guidance on ly! But please fill 

it in, and return i t today to John 

Sheail, Institute of Terrestrial Ecol­

ogy, Mo nk s Wood Experimental Station, 

Huntingcton , Cambridgeshire PE17 2LS. 

M eetings and 
Conferences 

URBAN MORPHOLOGY: RES EARCH AND 

PRACTICE IN GEOGRAPHY AND URBAN 

DESIGN 

A c onfe r e n ce on th i s theme will be 

he l d by the I ns t i tute of British Geo­

graphe r s ' Urban Geogr aphy Study Group 

at Birmingham o n 5-6 J uly 1982 . It 

aims to p r o vide a for um for urban de­

signe rs and urban geographers , inter­

ested in th e historical development 

a nd management of the urban land s cape. 

Fu ll details are a va i lable from 

T . R. Slater, Departme nt of Geography , 

Un ivers i ty o f Bi rmi ngham , P.O. Box 

363 , Birmingham , BlS 2TT. 

Pape r s to be given include: 

The shaping of mor phol ogy - G. Gor don 

The his t o ri an's view of urban form ­

A. R. Sutcliffe 

Patterns o f land development in Boston 

a nd Omaha, 1630-1910 - M. P . Conz e n 

Ur ban conservation : balancing preser­

va tio n and change - D. Lowe n thal 

Th e ory into p r actice : the effect o f 

pla nn i ng on t he u r ban fo r m o f Chi ches­

te r - R. Fennel l 

The pure past and gentrification: a 

Canad i a n appr oach to heritage -

D. Holds wor th 

Passing in the night? Public and 

profess i ona l v i ews of Milton Ke ynes -

J . Bi shop . 

THE ORIGI NS AND DEVELOPMENT OF IRISH 

PLANN ING 

The Pl anni ng His t o r y Group i n ass ocia­

t i o n with the Irish Ins titute o f Pla n­

ners a nd the I rish Branch of the Roy a l 

Town Planning I nstitute a r e o r g anising 

a con fere nce on 23 - 25 Septembe r 1982 

in Dublin. Full de tails of the p r o ­

gra mme and reg istra tion forms a re 

ma i led sepa rate ly with t h is Bu netin. 



Registration forms must be retur ned 

to the Planning History Group Treas ­

urer, Philip Booth, at the Department 

of Town and Regional Planning, Univer­

sity of Sheffield, Sheffield S10 2TN , 

not later than 2 August 1982 . 

THE SUBURB SALUBRIOUS 

A series of lectures has been organ­

ised to celebrate the 75th Annivers­

ary of the official inauguration of 

Hampstead Garden Suburb. The lectur­

es, organised by the Victorian Society 

in association with the Planning His­

tory Group, will be held at 6 .30 p.m. 

at the Art Workers' Guild, Queen 

Street, London WC1. Tickets {E1 . 00 

per lecture) can be obtained at the 

door or in advance from the Victorian 

Society, 1 Priory Gardens, Bedford 

Park, London W4 1TT. 

It is hoped to arrange a bus tour of 

Hampstead, Brentham, Ruislip-North­

wood and the LCC Old Oak Estate on 

Saturday 8 May, 1982 . Members of PHG 

are advised to contact the Victorian 

Society at the address above {tel . 01 -

9 94 1019) for details of the tour . 

The four lectures are : 

14 April 1982 

The precursors of the Suburban Ideal 

Alan Crawford {Chairman , The Victor­

ian Society) 

The Arts and Crafts influence on dom­

estic architecture - Norman Shaw and 

Bedford Park- Voysey, Baillie Scott 

and the reform of the middle - class 

house - the reform movement and the 

Suburban Ideal at Port Sunlight , 

Bournville and New Edrswick . 

21 April 1982 

The foundation and planning of Hamp­

stead . Mervyn Miller {New Hampstead 

Ga r den Suburb Trust) 
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Henrietta Barnet t a nd t he late 19th 

century reform climat e - t he campaign 

for the Heath Extension, and the foun­

dation of t he Suburb Trust - Raymo nd 

Unwin and the e voluti o n o f the plan 

for the Suburb - the i nflue nce of 

Camillo Si t te and Ge r ma n p r actice -

the Artisans ' q uarte r and Co-partner­

ship housin g - developme nt of the 

Suburb to 191 4. 

28 /\pril 1982 

Lutyens in the Suburb. Dav i d Bak e r 

{Architect i n pract i ce , Hampste ad 

Garden Suburb) 

The design prob l em of Central Square -

the appoin tment of Lutyens - th e 

evolution of the design and layo u t of 

the central comple x of Ch u r ches a nd 

Institute and adjoin ing squares -

influence on work in the Suburb by 

llerbcrt ~-Jelch, Michael Bunney , J . C .S. 

Soutar, G.L . Sutcliffe - the evolving 

formality of Brit i s h Civi c Design. 

5 t-1ay 1982 

The Influence o f Ha mpste ad. Mark 

Swenarton {Lec t ur e r in Architectural 

History , Un i ve r s i t y Coll e ge London) 

The 1909 Housing and Town P l anning 

Act and the Suburb Salubrious - Brent­

ham , the Co-partners ' subu r b - Ol d 

Oak, the LCC estate - Rui s lip/North­

wood, the intended 1909 Act s uc ces­

sor to Hampstead - Well Hall mun i ti o n 

worke rs estate - Tudor Walte rs and 

the rationalised approach to hous-

ing design - the interwar muni c i p a l ­

isation of the Garden Suburb. 

PLANNING FOR HEALTH, 1850-1950 

The Plan n i ng His t o ry Group and Soc­

iety for the Social History of Medic­

ine are j oin tly organising a mee ting 

o n Lhis theme at Pau ling Huma n 

Sciences Cen tre , Ox ford Un i versity, 

on 4 December 1982 . Details are 

available from Or P.L. Garside, Urban 

Planning Research Unit, Th e Po l y ­

technic of North London, Lo ndon N7 

SOB. 

REGIONAL CONGRESS OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES 

FOR DEVELOPMENT OF HUMAN SETTLEMENTS 

IN ASIA AND THE PACIFIC 

A congress o n this theme is being 

organised by the Economic and Soci a l 

Commission for Asia and the Pac i f i c 

of the United Nations, at Yoko hama , 

Japan, between 9 and 16 J une 1982 . 

Further details are available from 

Human Settlements Section, ESCAP UN 

Buildings, Rajadamnern Ave nue , 

Bangkok 2, Thailand. 

THE HOUSING MARKET IN ENGLAND AND 

WALES, 1860- 1930 

Day Conference , 27 November, 1981, of 

the Historical Geography Re sea r ch 

Group . 

The Conference organised on ' S tudies 

of the Housing Market , 1860-19 30 ' 

attracted nearly 50 participants from 

all over the country and f r o m a wide 

range of disciplines and resea r c h ac­

tivities - an indication, i f o ne were 

needed, of the flourishing sta t e of 

ho using research in t his country , and 

of the cathol city of the concept ual 

and methodological approa ches to the 
subject. 

In the first session, Feter Kemo 

{University of Sussex) p resented a 

pa per arising from his research wo r k 

on ' Housing Landlordism in t h e late 

Nineteenth Century' , and ~ar tin 

Daunton {University College , Londo n ) 

returned to a theme he has explored 

previously of 'Public Place and 

Private Space: the Victorian City a nd 

the Working- class Household'. Ke mp 
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was conce r ned with the general aspects 

of t he fo r m and f unction of the hous­

ing ma r k e t . He e xamined why the market 

was dominated by private renting from 

housing landlords , and discussed some 

of the characte ristics of investment 

i n house p r ope r ty . His research de­

veloped earl ie r work on thi s subject, 

a nd confi r med the domi nation of pri­

vate ren t i ng in de t ermining the con­

ditions wi t hi n which housing was 

p r o vided i n th e l a te n i neteenth cent­

ury. 

Against this structural background, 

Daunton sough t to interpret condit1ons 

through ' the eye of the slum d·..,oeller 

o r the cottage tenant'. In doing so, 

he challenged the concern with market 

forces and other conceptual approaches 

to housing history, namely {1) anal­

yses of the building cycle which take 

' the nature of the houses as given', 

{2) a conce r n for the 'hous ing prob­

lem ' in terms of a Whig interpretation 

which views ' housing in the Victorian 

city not on i ts own terms' , {3) a 

histo ry of town planning which empha­

sises t he emergence o f the Garden 

City without being conce r ned with 

Victorian layout at first hand, { 4) 

the historical geographers' statisti­

cal presentation of social segregation 

which ignor e s t he social meaning of 

their findings . Daunton argued that, 

as a result, the Vi ctorian city has 

not been tested on its own terms. 

It has ins tea d been ' viewed indirect­

ly through late r perceptions , formu­

lated wi t h the benefit of hindsight'. 

In developing an al t ernative approach, 

he presented houses not merely as the 

end product of certain processes, but 

a s t he generators o f comple x social 

relations. Particula r atten tion was 

gi ven t o the way in which residen ts 

util i sed their accommoda tion, and how 

th i s r elat e d to changes i n other 

parts of the urb a n e nvi ronment and 



the social history ofi the wo r king­

class as a whole. 

In the second Session, attention was 

again firmly directed on the ' housing 

problem ' as such, with three pape rs : 

Jim Yelling (Birkbeck College), ' The 

Compensation Question in Victorian 

Slum Clearance'; Richard Dennis (Un i ­

versity College, London) , ' Philan­

thropic Housing in London: Questions 

and Sources for Research '; Colin 

Pooley (University of Lancaster) , 

'The Development of Corporation Hous­

ing in Liverpool: some Preliminary 

Observations'. It has long been rec­

ognised that compensation costs we r e 

the key factor determining the p r o­

gress of official slum clearance and 

redevelopment during the Victorian 

period, but little attention has been 

given to the precise reasons for the 

scale of compensation, or indeed to 

the manner in which they wer e calcu­

lated. Yelling's paper introduced a 

great deal of new mat erial , with its 

s ystematic r eview of leg i slation in 

con junction with the eviden ce g ive n 

to committees of enqui ry o n compe nsa­

t i on in London scheme s , a nd t he 

actual payments made i n the Boundary 

Street clearance scheme of 1890 . 

Yelling concluded tha t there had been 

too much emphasis on the pu r ely r acket­

eering aspects of Victorian clearance 

compensation. General policy consider­

ations were much more impo r tant , and 

have continued to be relevant in sub­

sequent and present - day clearance 

operations. Housing histor ians were 

alerted to an issue of developing 

significance and one which ne eds much 

more detailed investigation if the 

p ractice of clearance is to be p rop­

erly understood . 

The remaining papers dea l t with the 

r esponse to c l ea r ance i n t e rms o f the 

replacement of houses by ph ilanthrop­

i c bodies and local authori ties. I n 
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justifying h is addition to the lite r ­

ature on five-per-cent philanthro py , 

Dennis sough t to bring o u t a geog r a ph­

ica l perspective t o i ts study , d r aw­

ing atten tion to factors behind th e 

se l ection of sites for block dwe l l­

ings , and the relative success of d if­

ferent schemes when measured in terms 

of rent-loss due to vacancies , t he 

ease with which investors received a 

r eturn of 4-5 per cent, and thei r 

effect o n the physica l an d mora l hea l t h 

of their inhabitants. Although at a n 

early stage , this research i ndica t ed 

both the scope for comparing estates 

and areas , the role of di fferent or­

ganisations , and the 'philanthropic' 

and 'non-philanthropic' approaches . 

In the long t erm , s uch work might be 

relevant to both ecological models 

of residential segregation and gravity 

models of mobility and of migration . 

At the conference, it highlighted the 

con fusion still rampant in housing 

history with respect to basic defin­

itions and terminology . 

Hous ing types need to be placed both 

i n a context and within a comparat ive 

f r ame wo r k. Such a dimension was 

readi l y apparent in Pooley ' s p a per, 

wh i ch outlined the national legisla­

tion pertaining to local authori ty 

house-building, the detailed aims a nd 

methods of the research project on 

Corporation Housing in Liverpool , and 

some preliminary r esults from invest­

igations into local authority house 

provision on Merseyside from 1869 to 

1945. While the limited analysis 

raised more questions than it answer­

ed , t he case studies indicated that 

corporation housing was varied i n 

bo th the character of its ten ant s a nd 

in t he role wh ich i t f ulf i lled in t he 

ho using market in Live rpoo l i n the 

l a t e ni ne t eenth and early t we ntie t h 

centur i es . Clearly, thi s research 

p r oject shou l d add a much needed di -

mension to our knowledge of municipal 

ho us i ng, with its e mphasis o n the 

r o l e o f loc a l authority housing in 

c hanging socia l a nd spatial o r ganis­

at ion wi t h i n cities; the manner in 

whi c h cor po r a tion estates gained 

distinctly d iffe r ent characterist i cs 

ove r t ime , and t he ext ent t o wh ich 

the corporat ion ' s involve ment in hou­

sing mate rially imp r oved t he stan­

dards of a ccommodati on f or th e maj­

ori t y of the work i ng populatio n of 

the city . 

The Confe r e nce was origin a lly in ten­

d e o a s a ' r egiona l ' meeti ng t o dis ­

c uss 'research in progr ess ' . By 

encouraging s pea ke rs to p resent their 

papers a t - an e a rly stage in r esearch , 

i t was hoped to generate constructive 

c r iticism a nd comment . Such an in­

t e ntion was whol l y jus t ified in the 

final Discussion Se ssion, chaired by 

John Hall (Queen Ma r y College) . In 

addi t i on t o comments on t he contribu­

tions made to the con ference , members 

were able to revi ew the c urrent state 

o f ho using his t o r y . Co nc e r n cen tred 

o n the e xten t to wh ich t he study of 

housing was compartmenta lised. Mem­

be r s though t that the history of 

housing sho u l d be r ela t ed much more 

exp licitly to a r chitectural studies 

and to the e xami na t ion o f spatial 

l ayout o f buildings i n t owns a nd of 

r ooms with in buildings. Alongside 

this was the problem o f s cale , and 

the inter- rel a tionship of local 

s tudies a nd national surveys . In 

this conte xt, the c onferenc e identif­

i ed t wo major needs i n housing his­

tory : t he ext ension and systemising 

of compara tive l oca l s t udi es, and 

th e e xami na t ion of ho using develop­

ments in Britain in re l atio n to those 

elsewher e , e specially in Europe a nd 

the United Stat es. 

There was c riti c ism o f the heavy em­

phasi s on empirical s t udies , a nd t he 
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corresponding lack of attention to 

theoretical analysis. Many members 

felt t he pol itical dimension of hou­

sing policy had been inadequately 

studied; the t i me had come to chal­

lenge what was seen to be the Whig 

approach to housing history. Whilst 

members generally agre ed that the 

history of hous i ng in this country 

was mo r e adva nced than anywhere else, 

they recognised the need to challenge 

certa i n as s umpt i ons in th e approach 

adopted t o the history of housing, 

and to rei n force that study within 

the social and poli t ical economy of 

the urban system. 

MARTIN GASKELL 

THE ORIGINS OF TOWN PLANNING IN 

GEfu~NY , 1850-1875 

A Colloquium with this title was held 

in Bad Homburg, near Frankfurt, on 

7-12 De cember 1981, supported by the 

Werner Reimers-Stiftung. Gerhard Fehl 

and Juan Rodriguez-Lores report how 

attention was focussed on three as­

pects of this ear ly phase, namely: 

1. the historical conditions which 

brought about an end to 'absolutist ' 

town planning, and formed the seed­

bed for ' modern ' town planning, 

2 . the evolving shape and structure 

of the mode rn ' industrial' and 

' bourgeois ' town, and its bearing on 

the structure of urban planning, 

3. the first p r actical experiments 

in urban extension planning. 

The first pa r t of the colloquium 

l ooked more generally at the period. 

The range of current interest and rese­

arch on the oeriod is indicated in 

the titles of the pape rs given: 

W. Kantzow: The fracture in evolu­

tion of German cities resulting from 



Prussian reform politics and a chang­

ed concept of land tenur e . 

H. Croon: State control and local 

communities: their influence on the 

shaping of building line- plans a nd 

urban development between 1850 and 

1875. 

H. Bodcnschatz: Infrast r uct u re a nd 

its effect o n urban g r ound ren t : th e 

example of t he railways unti l 1875 . 

D. Rad icke: The beginnings of public 

suburban passenger tra nsport i n Ber­

lin - an early means of town extension 

planning ( 1865-1870) . 

G. Fehl : Town planning be tween 

' disfiguration ' and ' embellishment' 

- some theses relating to the change 

of urban development control between 

1800 and 1875 in Ge rmany . 

Juan Rodriguez-Lores: ' Cr ooked stre-

ets' versus ' straigh t streets ' : on 

the ' irratio nal ' o rigins of modern 

town planning. 

The papers of Kantzow a nd Croon out­

lined the legal and politi c al st r uc­

tures that evolve d after the Prussian 

Reforms o f the Marquis o f Stein ( 1805-

15), that played so important a part 

in th e d e velopment and planning of 

towns and cities . The papers focus ­

sed on the c o nsequences of the new 

concept of private land- tenure freed 

from feudal bonds , the organisation 

of private land- ownership around and 

wi thin towns, a nd the new bourgeois 

political-order, with its communal re­

organisation and three-cla~s election 

system. Among the more significant 

repercussions for town planning were 

the emergence of an indivi dual , free 

land-tenure, and the political domi n­

ance of house- a nd l and- owners in t he 

politi cal parties of the r eo r ganised 

urban c ommuni ties . 

Bode n schatz a nd Radicke stressed the 

central impo rtance o f the new techno-
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logy and infrastruc ture , particularly 

in the form of the railways , in stim­

ulating development and de t ermin ing 

the pattern of ground ren ts. Railway 

construction affected urban develop­

ment in many ways , particularly around 

the sites of railway stations . New 

forms o f private suburban development 

sprang up along the rai l ways o u t of 

Berlin i n the 1860s . 

Fehl identified two phases i n the tran ­

sition from feudal to modern town 

pla nning. The f i rs t sough t to curb 

the surviving absolutist concepts . 

Legislation secured a minimal amount 

of state control in the so- called 

' general interest ' . Th e second phase 

grew out of the first . From about 

1840 , there was severe competition 

among the various g r oups or interests 

for the opportunity to make plans . 

Rodriguez-Lores showed how the his ­

torical debate over ' crooked or 

straight streets ' was in effect a de­

bate on the economic p ri ncip l es of 

planning and th e opportunit i es of t he 

ne wly formed communal planni ng bodies 

to ga in control ove r u r b an deve lop ment. 

Th e attempt to e xert public control 

over private development •.Nas f unda­

menta l to the shaping of the new dis­

cipline of town planning , particular­

ly in view of the small scale a nd 

scattered nature of private land ten­

ure in Germany . 

The theoretical approach adopted in 

the first part of the Co lloquium was 

complemented in the second b y a ser­

ies of case studies, chosen to hig h ­

light aspects of land tenure and 

development control . 

P. Ruhnau : The Frankenberge r-Quarter 

in Aache n : on t he makin g of an e arly 

speculative urban qua r ter ( 1870) . 

R. Kastorff-Vieh ma nn : The e a r ly plans 

for town ext ens i o ns o f th e growing 

indust ri al c ities in t he Ruhr Area : 

Duisburg, Ruhrort , Mulheim (1 790-

1860). 

w. Petsch-Bahr: The fate o f the 

ne ver-realised town extension pla n 

of Bonn 1855-1865. 

M. Klager: The t own extension plan 

of Mainz: competing interests and 

the planned extension o f t he forti­

fied city (186 8-1875). 

w. Mayer: Vienna: Extension of the 

inner c ity and the comprehensive 

plan of 1865, designed to r egula te 

the growth o f the who le city . 

A. Sutcliffe: Paris and London 

around 186 0 compared: urban traffic 

and urban res t ructu r i ng. 

The papers of N. Gutschow on the e x­

tension pla nning o f Munste r, and o f 

H. Selig on spe cula t i ve b uild ing in 

Munich, could not be de l ivered due 

to illne ss. 

Together, the case studie s highlight­

ed t he extremely wide range of legal 

structures, urban concepts, and l ocal 

conditions under which modern urban 

p l annin g evolved in t he different parts 

of Germany af ter the initial phase of 

transition. Pa r tly as a res u lt of 

differences in land ownership, a num­

ber of competing concepts can be de­

tected. There were the privately 

initiated extension schemes o f large 

urban developers in Aachen , and the 

common building-line plans of the 

quickly industrialising communities 

i n the Ruhr. In Bonn, communal p ri de 

and the bourgeois orde r led to a 

la r ge extension plan on fragmented 

p r ivate land. In Mainz , there was 

fierce competition between various 

loca l interest groups over a communal 

plan that involved land partly owned 

by the community and part l y i n private 

owne rship. Differences in the scope 

for planning on publ ic land and that 

Subdivided into p r ivate holdings was 
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c l early d emon s trated in Vienna . An 

important distincti o n can b e d r a wn b e ­

tween the planning of the few l arge 

capitals , suc h as Vienna , Pa r is , Lon­

don and Berlin, and the smaller, but 

rapidly growing , towns o f th e 1850 s . 

Whereas the first at t e mpts to restruc ­

ture urban centres t ook place i n t hese 

large c api t a ls, t h e smaller towns 

concentrated e xclus ively o n e x tension 

plann ing whi ch, a t that t i me , was al­

most the on l y a r ea of ac t ivity in 

town planning in Germany . 

Although thes e examples could not 

reflec t t he whole s pectrum of urban 

p l a nn i ng at that time , the case stud­

i es we r e e x t r emely valuable in fu l ­

fil ling the objects of the colloquium . 

The development of town planning 

r epresen t ed right from the start a 

new concept and practical aoproach to 

such basic problems as the public 

inte r ven t ion in private development . 

Al t ho ugh historians have been fully 

justified in seeking the foundations 

of mode r n t own planning in this pe r­

iod, mu ch more research is required 

before a well-formula t ed theo ry o n 

the origins of modern town planning, 

the condi tions a nd de t ermina nts of 

its evo luti on , and t he significance 

of the earlier and subsequent phases 

in its development, can emer ge. The 

case studie s he lped to identify the 

priori t i es for f u rthe r r esearch in 

the context of t he mo r e theoreti c al 

dis c uss i o ns o f th e firs t pa r t o f t he 

colloquium, particula rly with res pe c t 

to the fun c tion o f g r o und rent , pri­

vate an d public land owne r s hi p , in f ra­

structure a nd t he characte r of p ubl ic 

interve ntio n . I n the concluding dis­

cuss ion, a methodology of a nalys is 

was proposed . 

I n di s cussing the theme of t h e collo­

quium planne d for 19 8 3 , it was noted 

how t h e early ph a s e of modern urba n 



planning was concerned with the con­

cepts and instruments taken over from 

the absolutist period . The main fun­

ctio n of urban planning was t o safe­

guard ' o rderly development ' in the 

' general interest ', but debates as to 

what was ' orderly ' and ' general ' had 

alrea dy become fierce. Urban planning 

h ad an important function of l eading 

urban developmen t a l ong the lines of 

the land a nd building market. It was 

clear in all t he case studies that 

social reform was not yet recognised 

as part o f urban planning. Altho ugh 

unde rway, land reform , housing reform, 

and public health reform were pursuing 

a quite separate course . Only public 

health reform was be ginning to merge 

with urban planning. The gradual fu­

sio n of these various social reform 

movements with urban planning from the 

1860 s onwa r ds will be the subject o f 

the next colloquium . 

THE NEW PLANNING PROCES S IN BRITAIN, 

I : THE 1940s 

History of Planning Methodology lvork­

shop 

This works hop meeting, held at LSE in 

January 1982, was th e fi r st of two ses­

sions concerned with methodology and 

r ela ted issues under new planning sys ­

t ems . This session was concerned with 

events in the 1940s , leading up to the 

194 7 Act and subsequent practice; the 

seco nd session * will be concerned with 

the 1960s . 

This very successful and well attended 

meeting heard four presentations. The 

first was a modern-day assessment of 

events in the 1940s, and the other 

three g iving contemporary accounts. 

They were : 

or. M. Hebbert (Lo ndo n Schoo l of Econ­

omics), The achilles heel of British 

t o wn planning? Planning methodology 
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and the post-war reforms. 

Professor Lewis Keeble (formerly of 

the University of Queensland), The 

Town and Coun try Planning Act , 1947; 

anticipa tion and dissillusionme nt. 

or E .C. l'lillatts, OBE, (formerly of 

th e Ministry of Town and Country 

Planni ng) , Some recollections of plan­

ning in the 1930s and 1940s. 

Professor M. Wise (London School of 

Economi cs) , Geographical contributions 

t o planning t hemes and methods in the 

1940s. 

At the outset of the meeting the aim 

wa s to assess the relationship be­

twe en the wealth of ideas on planning 

methodolo gy generated during the 1940s 

and the much more limited content of 

the 19 4 7 Act and the p ractice that 

f o llowe d . The relative poverty of 

systema t ic work in practice after the 

1947 Act was highlighted in Michael 

lle bbert ' s opening contribution. He 

r e ferred t o the obser vations on the 

new British planning system of Ameri­

can academics , such as Haar and Rod­

win , who were on sabbatical leave in 

the early fifties . These visitors, 

here to assess 'the d aring experiments 

in social control of the environment ' 

noted with some alarm the lack of 

interest in methodology or social 

science research to unde rpin the new 

legis lation. Rodwin regarded the 

lack of systematic investigation as 

the ' achilles heel ' of contemporary 

t own planning. 

This situation in the late forties and 

early fifties stands in marked con­

trast to the enthusiasm shown for sys­

te mat ic research amongst geographers , 

economists a nd planners working on 

plann ing issues earlier in the fort­

ies. Lewis Keeb l e , Christie Willatts 

a nd Michacl Wise a ll described this 

work in some deta i l , emphasising to 

different degrees the role of war-

time conditions in stimulating inter­

est in planning. Again, all the 

three speakers referred to the need 

to put the sca le of work in the for ­

ties into perspective. Altho ugh in­

fluential, the work described was 

carried o ut by only a handful of 

people, using very limited resourc es. 

It may have been inevitable that 

work carried out on this scale did no t 

create the momentum required to carry 

the ideas through into legislation 

and prac tice. 

The contempo rary accounts also high ­

lighted how the lack of planning ed ­

ucati on a nd of disciplinary barriers 

helped to create the gap betwee n 

ideas and practice. Clearly, mo st 

planning practitioners in the forti es 

and fifties were not equipped t o 

carry out the ' systematic investiga­

tion ' demanded by the British acade m­

ics i n the forties and the Ameri c an 

vis i tors in the early fifties. Prob­

lems also arose from the lack of co­

ordina tion , be tween the geographe r s 

and eco~omists responsible for survey 

work unde r the new system, and the 

engineers and planners responsible 

for the plans. As Christie Wil latts 

· pointed out , often the planners, hav­

ing produced their plan, would wai t 

for their distant colleagues to 

finish the survey work! 

•••••••••• 
*This meeting will be held at LSE o n 

30 April 1982. So far, Andreas 

Faludi, Brian McLoughlin and Geoffrey 

Steeley have agreed to make prese nt­

ations. Anyone interested in atte nd­

ing should write to Michael Breheny 

at the Department of Geography , 

University of Reading, Reading RG6 
2AB. 

MICHAEL BREIIENY 
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Publi cations 

ENVIRONMENT AND PLANNING B 

The range of topics cove red by thi s 

Internati onal Journal for the Sc i e n c e 

of Architecture and Design has re­

cently been broadened to cover t he 

area of urban design and physic a l 

pla nning. Arti cles are i n v i t e d i n 

the areas of pla nnin g t he o r y , l ocal 

planning and planning history. From 

vo lume 9 of this quarte rly journal , 

the edi tor, Or Lionel March, i s 

j o ined by a co-editor, Pro fes s or 

Michae l Bat ty, Department o f Town 

Plann i ng , UWIST , King Edwa rd VII 

Aven ue , Cardiff CF1 3NU, Wales. 

MONUMENT UM 

From Mar c h!982 , this Internat i o n al 

Journal o f Architectural Conserva ­

tio n a ppears quar te r ly in a new f o r ­

mat , p ublished by Butterworths. 

Among the wide range of topics cov­

ered , the editor is ke e n to publish 

historical a rticles , covering such 

themes as key r estorations, retro ­

s pective assessments , and studies of 

significant architects in the histor y 

o f conservation. The edito r is 

Dere k Linstrum , University o f York , 

I nstitute of Advanced Architectura l 

Studies, The King's Mano r, Yo rk, 

Yo l 2EP , England . 

TECHNOLOGY AND URBAN GROWTH 

A new monograph s e rie s, 'Technology 

and Urban Growth', is being launched 

by Temple University Press under the 

editorship of Blaine A. Brownell, 

Ma rk S. Foster , Zane Miller, Mark H. 

Rose , and Howard Sumka . The defin­

ition of ' technology ' will be a 

broad one; planning history lies 

well within its s cope . Book pro pos -



als and manuscripts are c urrently 

being invited and should be s ubmi tted 

t o the editors, care of: Temple 

Unive rsity Press, University Services 

Building, Temple Universi ty , Broad 

and Oxford Streets, Philadelphia , 

Pe nnsylvani a 19122 , U.S.A. 

JOURNAL OF URBAN HISTORY 

Me mbe rs who would like to publ i sh 

articles in North Ameri ca may wish t o 

be reminded that the Journal. of Urban 

History maintains world-wide interests 

and has bui l t up a strong tradition 

i n p lanning h istory. The editor, 

Bl aine A. Brownell , is an active PHG 

membe r and he would be pleased to 

he ar fro m a ny member of the Gro up 

with a man us cript or an i dea for an 

arti cle. Letters should be addres­

s e d t o: Pro f e ssor Blaine A. Brown­

ell, Ce n t er for Urban Affai rs , Uni­

versity o f Alabama in Birmingham, 

University Station, Bi rmingham Ala­

bama 35294, U.S.A. 

Mark Long, Planning: 'Birth ' or 'Break'? 

Problems in t he historiography of British 

town planni ng. Departmen t of Civic De ­

sig n ( Universi t y of Live rpool, P . O. 

Box 14 7 , Li ve rpool L69 3B X) , 18, 1981, 

18pp, £1.00. 

The l ate st Working Paper from the 

Department o f Civic Design sets out 

t o examine a range of plann ing his­

tories with a view to discovering 

how 'they theo rise the historical 

event', and how ' they theorise his­

tory writing' . Most presuppose an 

evolut ionist account of causality, 

and an empiricist account of know­

ledge. Inspired by Foucault 's sub­

stantial works on medicine, prisons 

and sex ua l ity , the author criticises 

them for the way in which they are 
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dominated by an approach which 'prio r­

itises the subject; reads documents as 

tracts of subjects ' intentions', and 

serialises the achievements of their 

subjects. The planning histories of 

Ashworth, Osborn, Che rry and others 

take little account of ' the cons t ruc ­

tion of subject positions, the produc­

t i on of documents , or the play of 

n ume rous and distinct social practices ' . 

Tnste ad of seeking wha t is , in effect, 

a n imagine ry unity and l i nearity in 

planning history , historiography 

s ho uld be a 'specific discurs ive 

pract ice , in its (con t radic tory ) re­

l a tions to other discursi ve pract ices 

and to non-discursive practices '. 

Such a practice can be defined a s 

' the set of transformable regularit-

ies which f o rm so many conditions of 

existenc e o f i t s subjects, objects, 

concepts and cho ices'. A proper his­

t o ry of planning would consider the 

r o les a nd conditions t hat affected the 

sta teme nts being quoted. If applied , 

the concepts set o ut in this Working 

Pape r would allow, to cite Mark Long ' s 

wo r ds, ' a more product ive e nga gement 

o f conventional planning histories 

with unus ua l narratives , that delib­

erat e ly dis pe r s e the fami l iar uni t ies 

of name a nd date ove r the anonymity 

o f the dis c urs i ve p r actice '. 

Pe ter J . Hug il l , The e l i te, t he automobile, 

and t he good roads movement in New York : the 

dPvelopment and transfoT'171Cl tion of a t echno ­

logical compZe:I:, 1904- 1913. Department of 

Geography (Syracuse Univers i ty , Syra­

cuse , NY 13210) , Discussion Paper, 70, 

1981, 28pp. 

Although America was late in adopting 

the automobile compared with Europe, 

the revolutio nary mode of travel was 

taken up with great enthusias m. Adop­

tion was in t wo phases. An elite ac­

quired expensive touring cars, which 

required a network of impro ved maca­

damised roads. In the second phase, 

the middle class began to adopt the 

automobile. Studies of one village, 

Cazenovia, in New York State high­

light the role of the e lite in demon­

strating the enormous potential of 

the automobile, and the beginnings 

of a good road network , in stimu­

lating the interest of the middle 

classes in th e years 1911- 1 3. Rec­

ords of automob ile tri ps in the 

gossip column of the weekly vill a ge 

newspaper show a p attern of l o ng­

distance , elite trips befo re 1911 

and superimposed upon it a pa t tern 

of much sho rter trips by the middle 

class the r eafter. 

A.D . ~. Phillips, Mossland r eclamatio n 

in nineteenth- century Cheshire, Trans­

actions of t he His tor ical Society o f Lan­

cashire and Ches i re , 129, pp . 9 3- 10 7. 

Whereas considerable attention has 

been devoted to the r eclamation of 

the Lancashire Mosslands i n the nine ­

teenth century, the h i storian has 

taken comparatively little interest 

in the a g ricultural development of 

those in Cheshire . In setting o ut 

to redre ss the balance , the author 

has written a pape r of s i gnificance 

to more than the agricultural his­

torian. Carrington Moss was bought 

by Mancheste r Corporation in 1886, 

primari ly as a site for the dispos­

al of large quanti ties of refuse 

produced within the ci t y . The con­

version of mossland i nto farmland, 

although important, was a secondary 

aim. Both in t erms of the amount of 

nightsoil sent from Manchester, and 

as a reclamation scheme , the venture 

was a success. As the a uthor com­

ments, 'the influence of towns o n the 

agriculture of surrounding areas in 

the n i neteenth century has long been 
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realised and seen especial l y i n the 

develo p ment of dai r y ing and market 

gardenin g '. The reclama t i o n of Ca rr­

ing ton Moss pr o vides a more d i rect 

examp le of the impac t o f t owns o n 

farmi ng . Rarely can a n u rban po pu l a­

tion h av e a f f e c t ed so direc tly t he 

a g ri c ul tura l deve l opment o f its hinte r ­

land . 

Book Review 

J ohn w. Re ps I n For•;:oiten Fronii 'r: 

•• r han plamzing i n the Ar.:e rican I'J, J ~ o fo re 

1890, Unive r s ity of Missouri Press , 

Co lumbia 198 1 a nd Lo ndon, 1982 , pp . 

169, £1 7 . 50 cloth , £9 . 10 paper. 

Reps ' Ci ti ea it: tha Ami"'rican Was~: a f: is tor y 

of frontier urban plc.;-:ninq, P r ir.ce t o n Univ­

e r sity Press , 1979, wa s a muc h acclaim­

ed vo lume , the s heer bulk o f which, 

t ogethe r wi th its lavishness o f p r od­

uction , and conseq ue nt c o st , has 

mean t some restriction o n its a vaila­

bi l ity , at l e a s t a s f ar as non-Ameri c an 

reade r s a r e conce rned . How ni c e it is 

there fore to have thi s mo r e handy 

mono g raph , happi ly s till mos t at t r ac­

tive wi th i t s 10 0 i llus t ra tions , to 

pro vide an overview, bo th s c ho l a rly 

and s uccin c t, o f t he r o l e of u r bani s ­

ation a nd town plann~ng in t he settle­

ment of the \-Jest . Fo r the Planni ng 

Histo r y Group , i t is a lso plea san t to 

r ecall that t his sec ond wo rk was 

developed f rom a paper i nvi ted f o r ~ he 

f i rst in t e rnat i o na l c onfere nce , Londo n , 
19 77 . 

Histori c a l s tudies of t he American 

West are now vast and varied . Reps i s 

a ma ster of the literature and he 

guides us in a ttractive style over 

those 19th century ye ars when ' a 

restles s and land-hung ry people swep t 

across the We stern hal f of the conti-



nent, planning and building thousands 

of new communities in an unprecedent­

ed manner ' (p. 1). In making his own 

significant contribution, he confirms 

an important correction to a 

thesis of earlier historians that the 

sequence of settlement had p r ogr essed 

from early exploration , to hunting 

and trapping, to land clearan ce for 

farming and to the formation of u r ­

ban settlements evolving f rom hamlets 

into cities. Reps denies this fron­

tier hypothesis, seeing the ur banis­

ation of the West in a diffe r en t 

light, which asserts that the crea­

tion of towns preceded or occured 

simultaneously with the opening of 

land ~or agriculture. Evidence is 

brought to bear that towns were in 

the vangu~rd of set tlement, estab­

lished as planned communities with 

layouts wnich guided future growth . 

The West was a region of planned 

cities, not of spontaneous hamlets 

that grew rando mly, without direction. 

In a rich canvas, Reps stirs our imag ­

ination in a fascinating account , fu ll 

of knowledge and perception , of the 

complex interplay of people , private 

citizens and public officia l s, cor­

porations, colonization societies and 

rel igious groups. 

The various elements of the American 

west are given separate sections . 

Town development in the northern bor­

derlands of the Spanish colonial em­

pire provided the origins of such 

contemporary cities as Los Angeles , 

San Francisco, San Jose , San Diego , 

Albuquerque, Tucson and San Antonio, 

typically inheriting a grid street 

plan, a main plaza and systematic 

methods of land a llocation. El e me nts 

of Spanish urban planning were a lso 

continued i n Texas by the Me xica n 

government until independence in 

1836 , after which such cen t r es as 

Houston, Galveston , Dallas a nd Fort 
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worth , together with the new national 

capital of Austin, were developed . 

The frontier settlements of the Pac ­

ific north west form another section, 

with early communities conce ntra t ed 

o n the Willamette and l ower Co lumbia 

rivers and along the shores of Puge t 

Sound. To the south, a f urther fron­

tier of urbanisation opened up with 

the discovery of Californian gold , 

silver in Nevada a~d other mi ne rals 

elsewhere . The min i ng towns soon 

belied the traditional image o f dis­

order; they possessed uniform s tree t 

frontages and regul a r l ayouts , while 

the supply centres such as Sacramen to 

a nd Denver had extens ive grid i r on 

s treet p lans whi ch guided future 
growth . 

Town building on th e Plains began in 

the 1850s a nd witnessed the rise of 

Nebraska City, Topeka and others . 

Another phase was linked t o the con­

s truction of the tra nscontinental 

railroad, with compa ni e s creating 

their own railroad t owns, often be­

ginning as ' end-of-track ' communities. 

Some, like Cheye nne, late r became im­

portant cities. Some e xi sting towns 

boomed with the a rrival o f t he rai l ­

r oad: like Omaha when it s e r ved a s 

the eastern terminus o f the Union 

Pacific, or Las Vegas , opened up by 

the Santa Fe line, or Los Angeles 

when it was linked to the rest of t he 

country in 1876, o r San Francisco when 

the railroad confirmed i ts status as 

the greatest city in t he west . 

Religious communities h ad thei r own 

sett l ement history, nowhere bet ter 

e xemplifie d than with th e Mormons . 

J oseph Smith's Nauvoo on th e Il lino is 

b a nk of the Mississippi, was followe d 

by Brigham Young's move t o Salt Lake 

City , which became a model for othe r 

Mormon communities. The final spurt 

of Wes tern town building before 1890 

took place in Oklahoma where whites 

settled in the so-called Unassigned 

Lands, not designated f or any indiv­

idual Indian tribe. An undignifi ed 

land rush took place befo re townsites 

had been surveyed, in sharp contrast 

with the orderly procedures of the 

Mo rmons. 

Overall, standardised urba n patterns 

based on the undeviating grid c h arac­

terise the American west. But there 

were varied i nputs to this picture , 

reflecting the conflict ing dreams of 

power, wealth, freedom, conquest and 

opportunity. Urban futures were not 

ordained; deve l opments occurred 

whi ch could have been di fferent; un­

expected events conspired to produce 

the un foreseen . Some speculations 

were wildly successful, others much 

less so . Some mini ng towns flour­

ished, o the rs failed . Some old 

t owns we r e restructured, as at Albu­

querque where the arriva l of the 

r ailroad led to the creatio n of a 

settlement two miles away. There 

were missed opportunities, as wi th 

the discardi ng of · F.L. Olmsted ' s 

plan for Tacoma whi ch could have 

introduced curving streets acr oss 

the contours of the growing port. 

Elsewhere, there was over-zealous 

adterence to certain plans: in San 

Francisco an u rban pattern o f grids 

was uncompromisingly stamped out over 

the city ' s steep hills by local 

officials. And so on: questio ns 

abound which demand explanation . 

Reps , even in this brief volume, 

sustains o ut i nterest and whets our 

further curiosity . It is a pleas­

ure to have this reminder, more 

extensively developed elsewhere, of 

the fruits o f his scholarship. 

GORDON E . CHERRY 

l 3 

Research Register 

DEREK GUNBY, Department of Planning, 

Cleveland County Council. The form­

ation of the British Town and Count ry 

Planning System , 1919-1947. A study 

in the development of local and nat­

ional gove rnment town planning prac­

tice and ideology. 

My research is concerned with study­

ing the development o f the statutory 

town-planning system in Britain be­

tween 1919 and 1947 and to furnish 

explanations as to why the system 

evolved in the way it did. The cen­

tral focus of the study lies in the 

exploration o f the experience of 

town planning at the local government 

level, by reference to a serie$ of 

case studies, and to match this again­

st the various perceptions of the 

purpose of planning held by politi­

cians , industrialists, the profes­

sions and so on . The purpose is not 

only to try and understand more fully 

how town-planni ng practice emerged in 

the formative decades prior t o 1947, 

but also to pinpoint the reasons for 

the seve ral strengths and weaknesses 
of the system. 

The selected case studies are based 

on the North- East of England in the 

localities of South Teesside , North 

Teesside, Hartlepool and the North 

Riding of Yorkshire . These areas 

present a variety of experience and 

response to growth and decline in 

industrial and rural settings. 

Considerable sou r ce material has been 

located in County Archives, particu­

larly relati ng to the various Joint 

Town Planning Committees active in 

this area. So far s t udies have been 

completed on the early h istory of the 

South Teesside Join t Town Planning 

Committee , 1920 - 1930, and on the ex-



perience of Thornaby , 1922- 1926 . Work 

on t he North Teesside Joint Town Pl ­

anni ng Commi ttee, 1923-1930 , is 

nearing comple t ion. Th is l atter 

Joint Commit tee is inte r esting i n 

that it was one of the f irst exec u­

tive Commit t ees a nd con tained with i n 

its area t he g r owi ng I CI works at 

Billingham . 

The study is towards a h ighe r deg ree 

at the Open Unive r s ity and c ommenced 

a t the beginn i ng of 198 1 o n a part­

time basis . My s uperviso rs a r e 

Gordon Cherry (ext e rna l superviso r ) 

and Andy Blowers (O . U. s uperviso r ) . 

W.G. HOLFORD : HI S LI FE AND WORK 

William Holford was born in 1907 in 

South Africa . He c a me t o Eng land to 

study archi tecture unde r Reilly a t 

Live r pool, a nd a fte r a b r illiant stu­

dent career was appoin ted to the 

Chair of Ci vic Design in that Unive r­

si ty at th e a ge of 30, succe edi ng 

Abercrombie o n the l at ter ' s trans l a­

tion to London. Duri ng the war he 

became advise r to the Min ister of 

Town and Country P l anning upon the 

framing of legis l at ion , a nd was also 

associated with th e deve l op men t of 

planning technique s which occur r ed 

in the Minist r ies o f Wo r ks and Town 

& Country Planning a t tha t time . 

He was thus doubly i nvol ved in t he 

revoluti on in p l a nn i ng machi nery and 

methods which occur ed d u r ing a nd 

shortly after the Second World War . 

In 19 4 7 he s ucceeded Aberc rombie t o 

the Chai r o f Civi c Des i gn at Un i ver­

sity Co l lege Lo ndon, and in the 

wo rds of Pr o f e s sor F. Myle s Wrigh t , 

"then b e gan the c areer as t e acher , 

prac t it i o ne r, adviser a nd adminis ­

trator , which was as t o n i sh ing in i t s 

range, dive r s i t y an d d is t inction ". 
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Havi ng a lre ady been associated wi th 

Aberc r ombie ' s GLC and LCC plans, he 

himse l f u ndert ook, wi t h Holden, the 

City of London p lan . His o t her wo rk 

i n Bri tain emb race d p l a ns f o r Cam­

bri dge , Corby New Town , St Pau l s 

Precinc t a nd Pi c adilly Circus . He 

was appointed t o advise u pon the 

rep l a nning of Canbe rra , a nd also 

und e r t ook commi s sio ns i n Bra zil and 

hi s nati ve South Africa . He was a 

Presiden t and Go l d Me dallist of bo t h 

the RIBA a nd RTP I , a Royal Academic­

ian , and se r ved on i nnumerable ad ­

visor y bodies a nd commiss ions . 

He died in 1975 a t the age of 68. 

His obituary in The Times des c ribed 

him as " the most i n fl uen t ial fi gure 

in t own planning t h r oughout t he pe r ­

iod during which t own a nd cou ntry 

planning in Britain became tra ns ­

formed from a mino r of fic i al r egu l a ­

tory activi ty i n to a ma jor activity 

of cen tral and local gove r nment de­
partments ". 

ll o l ford ' s papers are deposi t ed a t 

t he Uni versity o f Li verpool and a 

grant has now been made to the Centre 

for Urban ano Regional St udies, Un i ­

versity of Birmingham, by the Leve r ­

hulme Tr ust to support a two- ye ar 

resea r ch study of Hol ford ' s life and 

work . The research wil l be conduc ted 

by Professor Gordon Cherry . He will 

be assisted by a r e s earch as sociate, 

J . L . Penny ; and t hey would be ve r y 

pleased to hear from PHG members who 

might have any releva n t in f o rmati o n 

to offer. 

New M embe rs 
Or M. J . Breheny , Depa rtment of Ge og ­
raphy, Unive r si ty of Reading. 

Mr T . J . Br own , Sc hoo l of Land and 
Bu i l di nq Studi e s , Leicester Poly­
t echn ic . 

Mr An toni o Ma nno , Ve nice , Ita ly. 

The Gene r a l Li b ra ry , Unive rsi t y o f 
Cal i fo rn ia , U. S . A. 

PLANNING HISTORY GROUP 
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INCOME E 

Balance f rom 19 80 740 . 32 

Subscript i ons fro m 1980 966 . 33 
for other years 35 . 69 

Leaflet d is tribution 

In terest o n depos it account 

Surplus on seminars 

BANK ACCOUNTS 

Genera l Fund 
at 31.12 . 81 

Curren t 

Depos i t 

Gi ro a/c 

Held for Ge neral Fund 
i n Semina r Account 

1002 . 02 

125.00 

133.21 

120. 68 

£21 21.23 

17 . 84 o/d 

10 42 . 03 

37 . 67 

130 . 3 1 

£ 1192 . 17 

I 5 

EXPENDITURE 

Bulletin printing costs 
(3 issues) 

Membership mai linq 

Administ ration , charges etc . 

Inland Revenue 
(tax on deposit account 
i•1terest) 

carry forwa r d to 1982 

E 

3 4 1 . 40 

471.71 

39.45 

76.50 

929 . 06 

1192.17 

£2121.23 

I retu r n he r e with the Accounts books , files a nd statements relating to the 

Planning Hi story Gr oup having examined these as requested . I have now ch~ckcd 

the figures o n t he enclosed balance s heets a nd confirm that they appear to 

r e present a t r ue and fair summary o f the books of the Group . I '"'Ould ho•,...eve r 

poi nt out that pe r haps some cla r ificat1on should be added to the balance sheet 

i n re s pect of t he GENERAL FUND IN SEMINAR ACCOUNT. Assuming the balances are 

being t aken a s at 31 December, 1981 then this figure should read £149.41 according 
t o your bank statements . 

I have added my s ignature to the balance sheets in order to confirm that these 
are t he fi gures tha t I have checked . 

(signed) G. D. Br o mehe ad 
Assistant Manage r 
Wi lliams & Gl yn ' s Bank Ltd 



Oxford University Press 
THE TRA1 SFORNATION OF RURAL ENGLAND c . l580-J 800 

Robin A. Butlin 

This book encourages s t udents to think about the problems of understanding and 
explaining t he causes of r ural chan ge in Eng l and at a crucial time i n that 
country ' s history . It s t a r ts from the bas i c assumption that much work on this 
s ubject is descriptive and lacks any explicit theoretica l basis , a nd proceed s 
from a review of existing t heorie s t o an ana lysis o[ the i r application i n 
relation to a number of speci fic topics , inc l ud i ng popu.lation change , l and and 
land ownership , fie ld sy s t erns and enc·l osure, a nd j nnova t i ons . Specifi c r egional 
examples and case studie s are c ited i n support of general argumen ts whe r ev e r 
possible, a nd a wide range of literature LS c jted from a variety of discip linary 
backgrounds . The book will be of va lue to historical geogr aphers , undergradua t e 
students of geography , hi story and economics taking courses in his toric a l 
geogr aphy and economic and social histor y . Pnpcrbnck £2 .95 Theory and Practice 
in ,Geog r aphy 

THE GEOGRAPHY OF PLANNING DECISIONS 

John H. Hall 

t.Jh o a r e the planners? t.Jhy and how do they promote or prohibit changes i n the 
geography of built- over Britain? This book describes the chang ing aims , me thods , 
and outcomes of lan d- use p lanning in Britain . Six case studi es are p resen ted for 
type localities ranging from London ' s deserted dock l ands to Cumbria ' s coa sta l 
f r inge nuclear site at \.Jindscale . For each , different confl i c t s of inter es t have 
been seen in recent deve lopmen t proposals , and varying methods of adj udica ting 
over them have been adopted . But in understanding the gcographies of change , t he 
gradual summing of local planning approvals may be more important t han s uch 
wel l - publicized cases . The book explains how planning has evolved , wha t kind 
of plans are drawn up f or wha t area s , and emphasizes thn t ' the planne r s ' , 
although influen tia l, are but a s mall segment in the development sequen ce . 
Planning - especial l y in the last decade - has been in a state of f lux: l egall y , 
administratively , and pr ofessi onally . This volume will enab l e underg r a du a t es , 
local councillors , ameni ty gr oup s , and c ivj c society membe rs to apprecia t e t he 
mak ing of planning dec i sions i n the contex L of national l egislative frameworks, 
political i deologies , and loca l council meetings . Paperback £2 .50 
Theory and Practice i n Geography 

THE POLITI CS OF MASS HOUS I NG IN BRITAIN, 1945-1975 

A Study of Corporate Powe r and Professional In(luence 1n the \.Jel fa re S tate 

Patrick Dunleavy 

Between 1955 and 1975 nea r ly 1 . 5 mi llion people were r ehoused f rom inadequa te 
or slum accorrnnodation in British cities in to high-rise flats, as part of the 
post-war public hous ing drive . Today this is widely r egarded as a policy 
disaster. The fo rm of hou s ing provided \vas high 1 y unpopular, enormous l y 
expensive , and had a det rimental effect on social l ife in inne r urban are a s . 
The aut hor takes high-rise hou s i ng in parLi cul a r , together with ma ss hous ing 
polic i es in general , · as a case stu dy of a new k i nd of poli cy process i n the 
we lfare sta te . His book sheds important light on a wid e range of issue s in 
social sc i e nce and on some of t he most central issues j n the r ecen t history 
of the British welfare state and t he pl anning system . It will be i nvalua ble 
to political scien tists ; soc i ologi sts ; specia J jsts in urban studies, socia l 
admini s tration , an d soc i a l pol i cy; land use pl anners ; archi tects ; t he 
construcLion profess i on; local government administrators ; and c ivi l se rvants . 
£17. so 
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Notes and Articles 

HISTORY OF PLANNING METHODOLOGY ARCHIVE : AN INTRODUCTI ON TO THE PROJECT 

Michae l Breheny write s t hat f rom 1st January 1982 , a project s upported by the 
Social Science Research Counci l , at the Department of Geogr aphy , University of 
Reading , wi l l establish a History of Planning Methodology Archive . The aim of 
th is one year project is t o gather togethe r literature on planning methodo l ogy, 
or the planning process, th at is current ly i naccessible or vulnerable. The em­
phasis will necessarily be on t went i eth century materi al, reflecti ng theoret i ca l 
and prac ti cal wor k in Britain and North America . Once the archive i s established 
the intention is that it should become a focus fo r research on this negl ected as­
pect of planning history. 

The las t decade has seen a maj or i ncrease in work on planni ng history . So fa r, 
however, the concerns of this new work have been l imited , be i ng largely conce r ned 
with the ' outcomes' of planni ng , in terms of built form. Such a focus inevitably 
omits important aspects of pl anni ng ; for instance , it gives l i tt l e i nsigh t in t o 
the motives or i deologies underlyi ng practice. It also tends to omi t di scuss i ons 
of how plans were produced; t hat is the methodology of planning . I f we are t o 
unde r s t and t he histor y of pl anning , and use th at understanding to i n form the pre­
sent , then it has to be a rounded , comprehensive history in which we begin to 
appreciate the relationshi ps between al l of i ts components . Hence , the need is 
to add to t he e xisting valuable, but partial work . 

Study of t he history of planning methodology will he lp to fill one of the exis t­
ing gaps ~n the study of plann i ng history , and the archive is a neces sary bas i s 
for such study. There are many as pects of pas t work on pl ann i ng me t hodology o f 
which we are ignorant or we misunderstand . The only way t o rectify this i s to 
e stablish planning methodology as a valid subject for his toric a l study i n pl~n-

ning, and t o gather as much of t he source mate rial together as possible . 

Materia l required 

Ide as on the kinds of materia l to be held in the archive wi l l de velop as the pro­
jec t proceeds . However, initi ally interest will focus upon the following (inev­
itably Brit i sh ) areas: 

Ear ly t wentieth century t heor etical work on the planning process . 
Geddes and Unwin, f or e xample , were consideri ng e xplici tly e l ements 
of a planning process. 

Survey work of the 1920s and 19 30s, including supporting b ackground 
wo rk as well as published surve ys . 

Early work on sociological aspects of planning . 

Research work on planning processes generally, and on s urveys, analysis 
and pub l ic participation in the ea r ly and mid 1940s (A.P.R.R. material , 
for instance). 

Official working pape rs, bulle t ins , circ ulars etc . rela ted to the 19 47 
Town ' and Country Planning Ac t . 

Background work on the produc tion of deve l opment plans in the 1950s and 
1960s. 
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Wo r k o n regional plans in the 19 60s and 1970s. 

Research wo rk on new ideas and the new planning sys t e m o f the 1960s. 

Official working papers e tc . relate d t o t he new planning system in 

the late 196 0 s a nd e arly 19 70s . 

Subregiona l studi e s of the la te 1960s a nd e arly 1970s . 

Wo rk o n post-war t ransporta tion studies . 

Theore t i cal or practical work o n the developme nt and use of partic­

ula r techniq ues throughout t he t we n t i eth century. 

In all cases a s much documentation, both publis he d and unpublished, as poss ible 

i s r equi r ed. Preferab ly this sho u l d be i n complete sets, documenting the \othole 

process o f plan production, in t he case of prac t ica l mate rial, or complete sets of 

resear ch no tes, in the c ase o f t heoretical work . 

As well a s documented materia l , the i n t e n t ion is to colle ct oral accounts, on tape , 

f rom people who wo r ked on early planning p ro j ects . Tra nscripts o f these will be 

produced . 

Output s fro m t h e projec t 

The most obvious final product of t he pro j ect will be a collection of valuable and 

carefully catalogued docume n ts, avai l able , many of the m f o r the first time, to schol­

a rs wishing t o study t he histo ry o f planning methodology. The archive will be held 

in t he Unive rsity o f Reading lib r a r y , o r s o me othe r l ibrary if considered more 

sui t ab l e . 

The inte ntio n i s to produce g uide s to t he l i t erature i n the archi ve , which will 

e xpla i n wh a t i s available, now comp l e t e it i s , a nd in what context it should be 

cons idere d . These gui d e s, pro b ab ly orga nised b y topic , will also point out the 

l o ca tion o f r e l e vant ma terial no t he ld i n th e a r chive but whi ch h as been located 

during the proj ect. Thus c o mp r ehe nsive g uide s to th e litera t u re will be built up, 

covering both a r chive mate rial and re l ated materia l he ld e lse whe re . 

such guides may b e s upplemented by othe r source docume nts. For instance, collec­

t ions of brie f biographies may be produce d fo r i ndi v iduals who a re promine nt in 

this his t ory , e xplaining t hei r r o l e s and re l ations hips . S uch co lle ctions should 

be usefu l for researchers i n t h is field . 

The mos t impo rtant ultimate product o f the p r oject , of course , will be t he fruits 

of resea r ch work based on the a rch ive ; work whi ch wil l c ontribute to the compre­

hensive study of planning histo r y discussed earlier. 

Respo ns es t o the project 

The value o f this project will depend upo n t he respo nse of individuals and agen­

cies t o reque sts for material. Contributions of the followi ng k inds will be grate ­

fully r e ceived: documents for the arc h i ve (see topics earlier); advice on the 

availab i lity a nd location of material; ideas on the contents and products of the 

archive . Funds are l imited and no mone y is a va ilable for the purchase of docu­

ments. The p r o ject will thus h a ve to r e ly on th e goodwill of contributors . Money 

i s a va i l a b le t o pay f o r postage costs ; al t e rnative ly it may be possible to arrange 

f o r the colle ction o f mate ri a l . Anyo ne who can contribute t o the project in any 

way i s asked to write t o Mi c hae l Breheny , De partme nt of Geography, University of 

Reading , Whitek n i g h ts, Reading RG6 2AB . 
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CEM ETERI ES AND PLA N NING HI STO RY 

It is a curio us f ac t t ha t cemeteries h a ve no t a t tracted the a ttentio n of many 

historians unti l recen t l y . Whe n the present writer p ublish e d h i s The Victori an 

ce~ebration of death in 19 72 , Howa rd Col v in , r e viewing t he book , a c knowledged t hat 

' cemetaries have a history tha t i s wo rth writing ... Mr Curl has been t he first 

t o put it into a readab l e , we l l - i nforme d , and mode ra t e l y priced book ' . (1) Town 

and Cowztry n anning ( 2) noted that the book was a seri o us study of a neg l ecte d 

element of town p l a nning . The Journa~ of the Garden History Society , ( 3) re v i e wing 

the writer ' s A Celebration of dea th . An introduction to some of t he buildi ngs, monwnento, 

and settings of f unerary archi tecture in t he I.J!"stern European t radition ( London an d New 

York, 1980) s tate d tha t \oJhe n the e a r lier volume appe a red , the Vic t o r ian cemeta r y 

movement ha d ' b arely bee n exa mined , ce r tainly ne ver i n such depth ' , a nd went o n 

t o s ay that 'wi thin t hree ye a rs of the book ' s a ppearance , the fi rst voluntary 

organisatio n for t he conservation o f a c eme tery wa s fo r med at Highga t e ... and a 

nationwide s u r vey o f ce meterie s i s unde rway , being car r i e d o ut by th e Victo rian 

Soci e ty. The Victorian ce~ebration pro vided the i niti a l s pa rk for ma n y of those now 

involved in thi s field ; a nd i t may fairly be said that wi th that book Mr Curl 

c r eat ed ceme t a r y studies a s a schola r ly discipline ' . The l!ew Yor k Times Boo!- RPVicw 

acknowledged the uniq ue contribution of A Celel ra tion as a detailed study of fun ­
e rary architect ure a nd landscapes . 

The importance of c e meteries in the histo r y of urban planning i s , nevertheless, 

s t ill l a rgely ignore d b y writers . Th e reas o ns are complex, b ut the avoidance of 

c emete ries seems to s t em f r om fe ar a nd embarrassment . Dea t h is modern porno­

graphy, a nd seems to shock a gene r a tion grown b~se with sexual mor e s. Yet d e a th 

is the o n l y inevitabili t y i n li fe , a nd c eme te r i es p l ayed a huge par t in what 

might be termed the potty -tra in i ng o f u r b a n ma n. The Vic t o rian cemetery was a 

remarkab le and unique c rea tion, and, like so much else i n that pe ri od ; was a new 

respons e to an unpredented p r oblem. Vi c t o ri a n ce me teries are th e res ults o f a n 

undersung aspect o f u r ban refo rm in that t r e me ndo us age . From Norma n t ime s u n ti l 

the ninete en t h century, there we re no la r ge pub l i c c eme teries i n Britain: t h e 

dead were b u ried in ch urches, i n crypts, in chu r c hyards, in chapels, and i n t he 

vario us sma ll private burial-grounds or Dissen ters ' grounds t h at were deve loped 

from the seventeenth centu r y . The close a s s ociation o f b u r ia l - grounds with 

re l igious e stablishments s tems from ideas of bodily r e surrect i o n and o f b eing 

buried ne ar altars o r the r elics of saints where Masse s would be s a id fo r t he 

repose o f t he s ouls of the dead . Whe n cof f ins we re us e d, and notio ns o f o wner­

ship o f g r aves superseded mediaeval customs , g raveya r d s beca me no xio us , f u ll , and 

unhealthy places. In l a r ge urban c e meteries o n t h e Continent, like the Cemetery 

of the Innocents in Paris , burial was f or a limited period: bone s we re d isinterred 

and stac ked in charnel-hous es so that t he ground cou ld never f il l . Simi l a r prac­

ti ces preva iled in me di a e va l Brita in and i n other count r ies , but al l urban church­

yards began to suf fe r from o ve r - use long be fo r e the nine t eenth cen tury dawned. 

John Evely n and Sir Christo phe r Wre n argued for t h e format i o n of l a r ge c eme t e rie s 

outside Londo n a fte r the Plague of 1665 (wh e n t h e c h aos caused in overcrowde d 

churchyards dema nd e d rad ical s o lutions of b u rial-pi ts elsewhe r e) , but c us tom, 

superstition, and the ves t e d i n terest o f the c lergy i n buria l fees pre ve nted 
permanent refo r m. 
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Curiously , r eform of b ur1al customs did not begin in Europe, but where Europeans 

we re f o r ced b y cl i mate to apply rational and hygienic principles to the disposal 

of their dead in hot, humid, and lethal climates . The British in India estab­

l ished cemeterie s that were set apart from churches and from cities by the begin­

ning of the eighte enth century , a fact noted by Vanbrugh , who admired the 

po ssibilities o f e recting vast mausolea with architectural pretentio ns at the 

cemetery of Sura t. Many othe r grand cemeteries were laid out in India, notably 

the South Parks S tree t Cemetery in Calcutta , established in the middle of the 

eighte enth century, which was liberally spattered with tombs of a grandeur un­

imaginable in the mean churchyards of Europe . Here the Classical Elysian Fields 

were re a lised by emigre Europeans , who freq uently employed designs for mausolea 

that rare l y l e ft the drawi ng-board or the pattern-book in Europe. The French 

establishe d large cemeteri es in Louisiana, and Europeans returning home could 

hardly help contras ting the large, handsome, and hygienic cemeteries of the 

colo nies with the squalid , overcrowded, smelly churchyards of home. The desire 

to build e laborate mausolea, such as those possible in India, was strong a mong 

returning merchants and soldie rs, and there are several spectacular examples of 

mausole a b ui lt incongruously in small churchyards, notably a t Knockbreda in 

County Down. ( 4 ) 

Howe ver, t he first Euro pean c o untry to e stablish a large ceme tery outside the 

c ity on p r1 nciples l e a rne d abroad (and from Class ical Ro man prece de nt) was France. 

The Ce mete r y of t he I nnocents in Paris had become a scandal, and was closed in 

1784. All the bones were removed to ossuaries formed in the disused underground 

quarries (to des igns b y the architect He ricast de Thury) between 1786 and 1788, 

and indeed the contents of many mediae val Parisian churchyards and crypts were 

trans ferre d to the ossuaries by the beginning of the Revolutionary period. By 

1794 f o ur ceme teries were proposed for Paris, and under Napoleon interment in the 

overcrowded c h urchya r d s and church floors was controlled or stopped altogether. 

The great cemete ry to the east of Paris , called Pere-Lachaise , was laid out in 

the Napoleonic period, and was beautifully landscaped and embellished with 

magnificent tombs. The cemetery of Pere -Lachaise became the model for Europe to 

follow. 

Although there had been a small cemetery formed at Bunhill Fields , London , in the 

seventeenth century (largely patronised by those who refused to pay burial fees 

to the Established Church ) , there were no r e al reforms in burial of the dead in 

the British Isles until the establishment of the very fine Clifton Old cemetery 

in Belfast in 1774. The Belfast of the eighteenth century was a small and en­

lightened town where rational ideas i mported from France and from Scotland were 

much a dmired. Most Belfast intellectuals were graduate s of the Scottish Univer­

sities, being themselves Presbyterians , and the fusty conservatism o f England and 

i ts Establishe d Church was not much appreciated by th e m. The cemetery of Calton 

Hill in Edinburgh was also laid out in the latter part of the eighteenth century, 

and much embellished with fine house-tombs, very French in manner. Clifton Old 

also had its fair share of house-tombs derive d from French exemplars . 

The great influx o f populations into towns in England as a result of the Agrarian 

and Industrial Re volutions c r eated especial problems of hygiene. Sanitation , 

supplies of drinking-water, waste-disposal, and burial of the dead had to be 

tackled on a scale unknown since Roman times. The rapid rise in population over­

loaded the already unseemly parish churc hyards, and it became clear t o s ome men 

o f foresight that radical changes would have to be made. 

George Frederick Carden began a campaign in The Penny Magazirul of 1824 f o r the 

establishment of cemeteries in England o n the lines of Pere-Lachaise. He argue d 

that the French cemeteries were a favourite place of resort for the populace, as 

well as being handsome, pleasant , and hygienic. The first city in England to 

lay out cemeteries was Liverpool. In 1825 and 1829 two mecropole i s, f ormed by 

joint-stock companies, were opened. These cemeteries had architec t u r ally sp l e ndid 

propylaea and other structures that were greatly admired by contemporary opinion. 

Very soon Glasgow followed the example set by Liverpool , Edinburgh , and Belfast, 

and its spectacular Necropolis took shape beside S t. Mungo's Cathe dral in 1831, 

paid for by the Merchants' House of Glasgow. The polemics of John Stra ng, 

especially in his Necropolis CLasguensis, published in 1831, playe d no small part 

in creating a favourable climate of opinion for the new cemetery, but pe r haps 

even more important was Strang ' s insistence o n the idea of a ceme tery a s e duca­

tional (especially for the great masses of soc iety), h ygienic , mor a lly imp r o ving, 

beautifully landscaped, and embellishe d with fine tombs that the mselve s would b e 

open-air sculpture-galleries. 

The fact that St. James's Ceme tery in Liverpool was paying a d ivide nd of 8% in 

1830 (much better than speculative housing) , and that in October 18 31 the first 

of a series of ferociously lethal cholera epidemics struck at a terri fied na tion, 

no doubt smoothed the passage of the first Bill to establish a g e neral c emetery 

i n London through Parliament. Cholera was thought by many (including Edwi n 

Chadwick) to be caused by evil 'miasmas ' that arose from and hove r e d above the 

churchyards, and the miasmatists helped to create a favourable c l ima t e fo r 

cemeteries by their shrill campaign against traditional churchyard s . A ne w 

co~pany was formed on joint-stock principles, and this Genera l Cemetery Company 

laid out the Cemetery of All Souls at Ke nsa1 Green to designs b y Joh n Griffith. 

The huge cemetery was consecrated in 18 3 3 , and fashionable status was acc orded 

when Princess Sophia and the Duke of Sussex (both children of George Il l) we r e 

buried there. Between 1832 and 1847 Parliament authorised the e s tabl i shment of 

a se r ies of cemeteries by private companies in the London area. Kensa1 Gree n 

was followed by Norwood (1837), Highgate ( 1839), Nunhea d (1840), Abney Par k (184 0 ), 

Brompton (1840) and Tower Hamlets (1841). 

The publicity given to the miasmatist lobby, to Carden's views, and to Strang 's 

notions of cemeteries as uplifting and morally improving, as well as the wide­

spread patterns for mausolea and views of Pere-Lachaise, caused c emete ries t o 

proliferate at a time when cholera was scourging Europe and America. Thro ugh o ut 

Britain, the United States of America , and Europe, many cemeterie s were estab­

lished, all derive d from French precedent at Pere-Lachaise . However, the British 

cemeteries were all operated by joint-stock companies, and this was no t g e nerally 

followed in America or in Europe, where the idea of a cemetery as a commerci a l 

speculation was frowned upon. The European cemeteries were early on established 

as municipal or even as state enterprises , while the American cemeteries began 

life as bodies corporate, with state-appointed trustees. The details of the 
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niceties of raising capital, as well as of the early history o f cemeteries, are 

given in the present writer ' s A CeZ.ebrotion of Death . While the French , with rational 

realism, devised a notion of a concession temporoir e , or limited tenure of a grave, 

the British persisted with the concept of pe rmanent rights of burial i n perpetuity, 

o r even of freehold plots, whi ch failed to take account of the possibilities of 

inflation, rising labour costs, or upkeep. The British private cemeteries thus 

tended to suffer from depreciating assets , fa lling income , and problems of upkeep . 

Even in 18 50, however, the British began to become uneasy about cemeteries as 

commercial speculations , and there was an attempt to set up vast state- run 

cemeteries and to purchase compulsori l y all t he private cemeteries that were 

established. In fact, only one cemetery was nationalised. This was Brompton, 

wh ich was in great financial difficulties by 1850. After that year local author­

ities led the field in the formation of cemeteries , and by 1860 eve ry city and 

town in Britain had a cemetery that was laid out with trees, wa l ks, good drainage 

and an orderly arrangement of the grounds. The main influence on cemetery design 

in this last phase was John Cl audius Loudon , who published On the laying out, pZ.ant­

ing, and nrznagi ng of cemeteries and on the improvement of chur>chyards in 1843 . This volume 

goes into exhaustive detail on every conceivable aspect of cemetery design, a nd 

Loudon had a profound influence on planting, notably of evergreens , while he was 

particularly original in mat ters of hygiene , construction, drainage, and layout . 

The present writer has prepa r ed an Introduction to a facs imile edition of Loudon ' s 

seminal work published by Ivele t Books Ltd. , Redhill, in 1981. (5) 

The large cemeteries of the nineteenth century were the result of a general 

movement towards the civilising of urban man . They are an important part of 

planning history, and they must not be underestimated for the part they p layed 

in tami ng epidemics and reducing mort ality . They are also significant as a branch 

of landscape architecture; most contain fi ne sculpture, splendid mausolea and 

chapels, and many othe r items o f architectural and historic inte rest. It is high 

time they were app reciated , for many are under threat because of indifference, 

ignorance , fright or vandalism , o ffi cial and o therwise. 
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