
Planning 

History 

Bulletin 

Volume 3 Number 2 

Planning History Group 



Election for membership of the Planning History Group Executive, 
1981-8 3 , has been held; voting closed on Friday lOth July. Forty­
six voting slips were returned, and the result, in order of votes 
cast, is as follows: 

U.K. 

Elected: 

R.J.P. Kain 
M. Cuthbert 
S.M. Gaskell 
M. Hebbert 

Not· Elected: 

P . Dickens 
D. ~vhi tham 

Overseas 

Elected : 

M.J. Bannon 
Eugenie Birch 
B.A. Brownell 
Christiane Collins 
Joan Draper 
D. Hulchanski 

Not Elected: 

D.A. Kreuckeberg 
P. Kaufman 

The Group wishes to congratulate the successful candidates, and 
commiserate with those who were not. The fact that so many people 
were prepared to stand for election was a healthy sign of the 
vitality of the Group. 

A great feature of the Planning History Group to date has been its 
openness and flexibility of approach. \'le have been very pleased 
to see interesting new developments in the USA, and Eugenie Birch 
informs me of some recent meetings full of potential for future 
development. The Organisation of American Historians (OAH}, the 
Urban History Chapter of the Society of Architectural Historians 
(SAH} and the American Planning Association (APA) have established 
contact with a view to establishing organisational links. The 
Executive is glad to hear of these initiatives and looks forward 
with pleasure to new arrangements which will foster the development 
of planning history studies. The Executive takes the view that 
where forest fires of this kind can be lit, it can only be 
beneficial for our wide-ranging interests. 

It is now nearly a year since our last Annual Conference, and for 
those who attended, the memory, I am sure, will still be fresh. 
Tony Sutcliffe has edited a book which draws together the major 
papers and this should be published next year. We shall not lose 
sight of the need for further International Conferences. 

Local meetings will take place wherever there is demand for them. 
We hope to hear of these meetings if they take place. In Britain 
over the years a regular pattern of meetings has developed and it 
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has been the p r actice f o r r e p o rts of these me e tings t o appear in 
the Bulleti n . I t will b e r e called tha t the Cambridge Conference 
in No vember and the Swansea Conferenc e in March were both very 
fully reported , a n d readers will be awa re o f the impressive 
c ontributions that were made. Rathe r less convinci ng , however , 
are the somewhat s mall attendances which have been recor ded at 
recent meet i ngs. The Mee tings Secreta ry (Tony Sutc l if f e) i s not 
at all sure t hat we have yet go t the right appr oach to loca l 
meetings , a n d he would be glad t o hear from anyone on t his point . 
The Birmingh a m mee ting in September already promises to have a 
far be t ter a tte ndance and I would take t h is opportunity o f drawing 
this parti c ula r ve nture to you r a ttention again . 

The last Bulletin c ontained an up- to-date membership lis t . Our 
numbe rs cont inue t o be fluid , as might be expected , and we a r e 
always glad t o welcome new members . On the final page o f t h i s 
Bulletin you wi l l f ind the names of those who have joined our net­
work since the last list was prepare d . There are still uncomf ortable 
g aps in o ur membe rship , both a c cord ing t o a c ademic d isci pline 
a nd terri tori a l d istributio n . With regard to the latter, Third 
World countries are regrettably sparce i n our Group membershi p , 
a nd I invite y o ur h e lp in suggesting names wh o might be appr oached 
t o consider joi n ing us. Do not feel tha t I should do all t he 
approaching : please write lette rs of invita tion yourselves! 

The Ed i tor wi ll always be glad to hear from you. Do d r aw h is 
atten tion t o publications, conferences , r e search propos a ls, vi s it s 
t hat you mi ght b e mak i ng to other countries , and of c ourse if you 
can l e t your pen flow and produce short article s f o r the Bulletin, 
this would b e even better . 

Gordon E . Cherry 
Chairman 
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OBITUARY 

We regret to announce the death 
of a founder member of the Plan­
ning History Gr oup , Mr Blaise 
Gillie , o n 26 May , aged 73 . We 
shall greatly mi s s his enthusiasm , 
war mt h and understanding . Hi s 
Ob ituar y in The T ime s of 2 Jun e 
read as follows: 

"He was one of the few s urvivo r s 
of t he g r o up of t a l ented young 
me n who took up planning dur ing 
the wa ve of enthusi a s m a n d opt im­
i sm that swept t h r ough Britain in 
the immediate pos t-war y ears . 
Un l i ke his many co lleagues who 
came from professio n al back g r oun ds -
architects , e ngi neers , surveyors ­
Gillie was an admin ist r ato r; but 
an administ r ator wi th a difference . 

"After education at Gr esham ' s 
Sc h o o l , Holt , and Trinity Hall , 
Cambr idg e , he j oined the Civil 
Service in 1930 a n d went through 
v a rious departmen t s, always seek ­
ing work in the the n new disci p ­
line of "Town an d Country Planning". 

" He had realised e a rly on that 
plannin g in its se veral forms was -
o r s hould have bee n - an essen tia l 
ingredi e n t of gove r nment. On t he 
basi s of h is early e xperi e n c e in 
this f i eld , he was made a member 
of t h e governme nt ' s pos t wa r p lan ­
ning te am, and helped to lay t he 
foun d ations for t he planni n g leg­
i s l a t ion ( t h e Acts of 1946 , 1947 
and 1948) of the " S ilkin Er a " o f 
t h e n e w Mini s try of Local Govern­
ment and Planning, t o whi ch he was 
posted i n 1951. 

" F r om 1954 t o 19 5 7 , he wa s hea d 
of t h e Welsh Of f ice o f the Ministry 
of Housing and Local Government in 
Car d if f , a pos t that gave him the 
l o n g- a wa ited o pportunity of putting 
into practi c e h i s ide as about 
" p lanni n g a s part o f g o o d g ove rn­
ment ". He e n t e r ed into this 
task with the e nthusia sm a nd 
thoroughness fo r whi c h , a t th a t 
time , he was al r eady f a mous amon g 
f rie nds and col l eag ues. He sta rte d 
by l earning Wel sh and making h im-



self an authori ty o n Welsh econ­
omics , histo ry and fo lklore, and 
even was elected a "White Druid". 

"In 1958 he was made a CB. 

" Returnin g to headquarters after 
seven years in Wales would have 
been a n anti-climax. Gillie re­
signed from the Civil Service and 
became a consultant in town and 
regional planning with the inten­
tion of o ffering his unique 
expe r ience to the poorer develop­
ing countries . 

"As a consultant for the United 
Nations in ne w planning projects 
and in the es tablishment of plan­
ning authorities h e visited 
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Turkey from 1963-65, Afghanistan 
two years later, and more recently 
Nigeria . In Eire he acted from 
1967-70 as project manager to the 
Nationa l Institute for Physical 
Planning and Construction Research 
and from 1970- 71 as Regional Plan­
ning Adviser to the Irish Indust­
ria l Development Authority. Dur­
ing the early 1970s he was connec­
ted with the Institute of Social 
Studies at The Hague and at the 
American University of Beirut." 

Announcements 

In a letter to the BuUetin , Jeremy 
Lowe and Chris Powell , from the 
Welsh School of Architecture, sug­
gest a Housing History News~etter. 
Discussing it, they point out : 

" During 1981 we propose to try out 
the possibility of bringing togeth­
er a correspondence group among 
people interested in the study of 
Housing History. If such a group 
can be formed, we intend to go on 
to compile and circulate a Housing 
History News~etter. 

We define Housing History in broad 
terms , as the study of the mass 
habitation o f the poorer members of 
both industri a l, and wage-earning 
(or serf) agrarian, societies . w~ 

see this as a field recognisably 
distinct from the History of Houses -
of individual dwellings - and from 
Vernacular Hous ing and Current 
Housing Studies. We do not intend 
this definition t o be unduly res­
trictive or controversial; we 
propose no geographical limits , 
and will be happy to hear about 
work in any field related to the 
History of Housing. " 

Jeremy Lowe and Chris Powell , 
Welsh School of Architecture , 
UWIST, King Edward VII Avenue , 
Cardiff CF1 3NU, Wales . 

Urban and planning history is a 
central interest of the new 
Institut d ' Histoire du Temps Pres­
ent (Institute for Contemporary 
History) founded by Fran~ois 
Bedarida at the Centre National de 
Recherche Scientifique, Paris. 
The Institute now publishes a 
quarterly bulletin (annual subscrip­
tion, 20 francs) including method­
ological articles , bibliographies, 
archive lists, conference and 
seminar reports , and scholarly news. 

Subscription forms may be obtained 
from: 

Bulletin de l'Institut d'Histoire 
du Temps Present , 
80b rue Lecourbe, 75015 Paris. 

Christiane C. Collins , on leave from 
her position as head librarian of 
the Adam r.. Gimbel Library , Parsons 
School of Design, spent the academi c 
year 1980/81 in Austria , under the 
auspices of the Fulbright Commission 
on a Teaching and Research Fellow­
ship , at the invitation of the 
Institut fur Stadtebau , Umweltgest­
altung and Denkmalpflege , Technische 
Universit&t Graz. She gave a l ec­
ture course and seminars on selected 
topics in the history of city pla n­
ning and architecture , conducting 
the sessions in German. Her resear­
ch on Camillo Sitte (1843- 1903) and 

his time was carried out p rimarily 
at the Sitte Archive in Vienna , 
where she was the first to be per­
mitted to photog raph the original 
drawings and plans . 

On 26 March, 1981, she lectured at 
the School of Architecture , North 
East London Polytechnic , on 
"Camillo Sitte ' s Relevance Tod ay", 
and gave one of four invited 
papers at the British Planning 
History Group ' s symosi um on Amer­
ican planning in Swansea, Wales , 
on 28 March. She spoke on "Werner 
Hegemann ' s American Years", pres­
enting aspects of her work in pro­
gress on this city planner and 
a rchitectural critic. 
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Returning temporarily to New York, 
she and Geor ge Collins were among 
seven jurors for the entries at a 
Kite Festival organised by the 
School of Architecture, City College 
of New York, in Central Park, on 
11 April. 

On 16 April, the exhibitio n "Design 
for Urban Living: Germany in the 
1920s", for which she acted as con­
s ultant and resource person during 
the past two years , opened at the 
Minnesota Museum of Art, St. Paul. 
This exhibition (16 April-16 Ma y, 
1981) was part of a year-lo n g series 
of events on the theme "Germany in 
the Twenties : The Artist as Social 
Critic " under the direction of the 
Department of German of the Univer­
s ity of Minnesota. For the exhib­
ition catalog she wrote the essay 
"Conce rned Planning and Design: The 
Urban Experiment of Germany in the 
1920s " , and a shorter piece for the 
tabloid gazette that accompanied 
the exhibition . At a symposium 
held at the Minnesota MuseUir. of Art , 
9 May, on German city planning of 
t he 1920s, she acted ~s moderator 
fo r three guest speake rs whom she 
ha d suggested for the event: 
Barbara Miller-Lane (Bryn Mawr Col­
lege) on Frankfurt housing, Ronald 
Wiedenhoeft (Colorado School of 
Mines) o n Berlin, and Richard 
Pommer (Vassar College) on the Weis­
senhof Siedlung, Stuttgart. 

Tony Sutcliffe reports that he is 
keeping a close eye on Public 
History , a recent development in 
the teaching of history at post­
graduate level in the U. S. The 
idea i s that trained historians 
will increasingly find emplo yment 
outs ide universities ' in a wide 
variety of research and writing 
positions in private corporations, 
local , state a nd federal govern­
ments , and in communications and 
research organisations '. The De­
partment of History at the Univer­
sity of Californi a , Santa Barbara , 
runs a gradua te p rogramme in Public 
Historical Studies. Now in its 
sixth year , the programme is the 
standard- bearer for a movement 
which since 1980 has bee n o rganis e d 
o n a nation-wide basis, with its 
own journal , The Public Historim . 
The programme ' blends traditional 
academic work in history with 
seminars and other spec ially des­
igned learning experiences ; tra i n­
ing in team research a n d writing ; 
the use o f quantita tive me tho ds; 
the publishing of a profess ion ~ l 
journal - The Public Historian ; and 
exposure to leade r s in the fie l ds 
of historic preservation , rese arch , 
and fund-raising '. 

We in the Planning History Group 
h ave always emphas i sed that our 
work can, and should , be of consid­
erable help to the planners of to­
day. Some o f our members (like 
those who have written histories 
of the New Towns , some times outside 
the university e nvironment) have 
experience of precisely the kind 
of appl ied his t orical research en­
visaged for the produc ts of the 
Santa Barbara programme . The pro­
g~ess of Public His tory in the u.s. 
should there fore be of g reat int ~ r­
est t o postgraduates r~s earching in 
planning history , and their super­
visors. 

Anyone wantL1g t o know more about 
Public History should write, in 
the first instance , to: 

Tony Sutcliffe , Department of Econ­
omic and Social History, Sheffield 
University , Sheffield SlO 2TN . 



Mr Ri chard Pe pler is writing up a 
history of the Town and Country 
Planning Summer School for the 
School's Golden Jubilee in 1983 
(1933-83). Records for the early 
years of the School have been 
destroyed, and so he is anxious 
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to hear of personal recollections 
to put to material drawn from his 
father's files (Sir George Peplen . 
He would be glad to r e ceive a ny 
general information relating t o 
the School. Please write to him 
at: 

Greys t ones, Welton b y Lin c o l n , 
LN2 3JF. 

Historical Planning Records at 
Risk 

Members of the Group will probably 
know by now that a Working Party 
on Historic Planning Records has 
been set up. At present it con ­
sists of Michael Simpson (Conven­
or; University College of Swan­
sea), Pat Garside (North London 
Polytechnic), Alison Ravetz (Leeds 
Polytechnic) and Roger Smith 
(Trent Polytechnic). It is hoped 
to add a Scottish representative 
soon. 

We hope eventually to produce a 
guide to historic planning rec­
ords in Britain but we see our 
first task as a rescue mission. 
We feel that there are many plan­
ning records of vital importance 
to members of the Group which 
are 'at risk'. These fall into 
three groups:-

a) records held by individuals, 
who may have no idea of 
their value to the historian; 

b) records held by voluntary 
bodies, who have insufficient 
space, concern or facilities 
for their invaluable docu­
ments; 

c) records held by local author­
ities, especially planning 
departments. It is like ly 
that many of these never 
reach County Record Offices. 
Many are bulky or of very 

large dimensions and hence 
awkward to store. 

The members of the Working Party 
have identified some of these rec­
ords but we are appealing to Group 
members in general for information 
on other records 'at risk'. If 
you know of any historic records of 
potential value to planning his­
torians or those in related fields 
which are in danger of being lost, 
damaged or destroyed, we shall be 
very pleased to hear from you. 
Clearly , t he business of approach-

ng custodians of these records is 
likely to be a delicate one and it 
is suggested that members should 
send deta i l s o f the r ecords i n con­
fidence to the Convenor of the 
Working Party: 

Mr Michael Simpson, Department of 
History, University College, 
Singleton Park, Swansea SA2 8PP. 

The information should be as full 
a s possible, including the title 

Planning History Group 
Meetings 

~[JC Semi l"!_ar , 19 September 1981 

Un i. v e l' s i ty of Birmimgham 

Hi2h density housing policies 

List of contributors, in order of 
s peaking: 

1. Hon. Professor N. Borg 
University of Birmingham 

2 . Dr A.R. Sutcliffe 
University of Sheffield 

3. Dr Patricia Garside 
Polytechnic of North London 

4. George Atkinson, OBE 
Consultant Architect 

Alan Geeson, MRTPI 
Michnel Ryan, M.Soc.Sc. 
Pldnning Department, 
Borough of Milton Keynes 

6. and the general nature of the rec­
o rds, the approximate period, the 
p resent custodian (with full address ) 7. 
and the specific danger to which 

William Ogden, FRTPI 

Professor Gordon E. Cherry 
University of Birmingham 

they are exposed. We assure corres ­
pondents that we shall not reveal 
the sources of our information un­
less they authorise us to do so. 

It is our hope that when we have a 
definite list of records 'at risk' 
we shall be able to advise the 
current custodians on their proper 
care, which might include their 
transfer to a professionally-run 
repository, and on making them 
available to scholars. 

We would emphasise that our work 
is for the benefit of members of 
the Group, and we would urge mem­
bers, therefore, to give us their 
full and prompt co-operation. 

Looking forward to hearing from you! 

Michael Simpson, Convenor, 
Working Party on Historic Planning 
Records. 

Full details and booking forms 
mailed with this issue of the 
BuHe t in. 

Meetings and 
Conferences 

are 

rhe Political-Economy of Canadian 
~erican Urban Development: An 
Urban Histo Conference 

ust 24-28, 1982 

iversity of Guelph 

he conference will focus on the 
n 1itirnl-economy of urban develop-
nt in C~nada and the United 

tates, with particular focus on 
he nil l llrp of social, economic and 

1 it 1. (' a 1 power at both the th~ot:'et­
c al and empirical levels. Those 
Hh s'lqq0sU.ons for papers should 

tact the confer0 n C" co-ordinator , 
'ilbert A. Stelter 
lepdrtment of History, University 0'::: 

Iph, Guelph, Ontario NIG 2Wl 
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A Day Conference of the Historical 
Geog~aphy Researc h Group of the 
Instltute of British Geographers 
will be held at the Institute of 
Historical Res e arch, Senate House, 
London, on Friday 27 November, 
1981. The theme will be "Studies 
of the Housing Market, 1860-1930" . 

The speakers wi ll be: 

Peter Kemp : Ho using Landlo rd i sm 
in the l a t e n i ne t eenth century. 

Martin Daunton: Re n t s an d revenue: 
work ing clas s h o u s ing, 1880-1914. 

J i m Yelling: The c ompensa tion 
ques tio n in slum cle arance. 

Richard Dennis: Philanthropic 
housing in London: questions and 
s o urces for research . 

Co l i n Pooley: The developme nt of 
corporation h o using in Li verpool: 
some preliminary obs e rva tions. 

The day will end with a genera l 
dis c ussion on the p roblems a n d 
p o tential of research o n n i~eteenth 
and early twentieth century housing . 

All papers will be pre-circulated 
t o allow maximum time fo r discus­
sion. The conferen c e fee 1s £3.50 
and covers the cost of tea, coffee 
and the reproduction and circu­
lation of papers. It does not 
include lunch, which may be taken 
1n a variety of university and 
college refectories, or restaurants. 

Further information and booking 
forms can b~ obtained from: 

Dr R.J. Dennis 
Department of Ge o g r n9 h y 
University College London 
26 Bedford T'Tay 
London f~7CIH OA.o 

Completed b ookin g f o r ms must be 
returned to Dr Dennis not l ate r 
than 19 Octobe r , 198 1. 



History of Planning Methodlogx_ 
Wo rkshop 

The first meeting of the History 
of Planning Methodology Worksho p , 
o rganised through the British 
section of the Reg ional Scienc e 
Association, was h e ld at the 
London School of Economics on 
22nd May. This inaugural meeting 
was intended to introduce the 
act i v ities of the Workshop and 
to provide an oppo rtu~ity fo r 
participants to expl a in t !' ci r 
interests. Five presentations 
were made, as follows: 

M. Hebbert 
London School of Economics 

"A Bibliographical Revi ew of 
the Evolution of Planning 
Methodology, 1909-1969 " 

M. Breheny 
University of Reading 
and 
P. Batey 
University of Live r poo l 

" The History of Planning Meth­
odology : Some Problems of Inter­
pretation " 

A. Hooper 
University of Reading 

"Paradigm Development in Plan-· 
ning" 

I. Masser 
University of Sheffield 

"Procedural Methodology: A 
Review of the Last Twenty Years" 

M. Batty 
University of Wales Institute of 
Science and Technology 

" The Systems Approach t o Plan ­
ning: The Impact of the Manches­
ter School " 

General discussion focussed on 
the problems invo 1 ved in differ· · 
e nt approaches to the s tudy o f 
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planning history ; the problems 
of c hronological or thematic 
presentations ; the problems of 
divorcing method:>logy f r om the 
context of planning , and so on. 
The factors influencing the 
i ntroduction and adoption of the 
~.y s terns approach in Britain in 
the sixties were also the sub­
ject of much discussion. 

Overall , this was a very useful 
first meeting in that a range of 
interests a nd perspectives we r e 
uncovered and many ideas on the 
future activities of the Workshop 
v:ere proposed. 

Two further meetings are to be 
organised for the autumn. They 
are to be on the themes of: 

"The New Planning, 1: Method­
ologies in the Forties" 

and 

"The New Planning, 2: Methodol­
ogies in the Sixties ". 

Anyone wishing to know more 
about these two meetings or about 
the activities of the Workshop 
in general, should contact: 

Michael Breheny 
Deoa1:tment of Geography 
llni versi ty of Reading 
tvhi teknights 
Reading 
RG6 2AB 

Publications 

Margaret A. Anderson, Historical 
Per spectives on the Role of AONBs: 
Rer.:rcation or Preservation, Occasional 
Pape r No.3 , Department of Environ ­
mental Studies and Countryside 
Planning , Wye Col l ege, Univers ity 
of London, 1981 . Pp 49, £2.00 . 
An accoun t of the historical dev­
elopment of the concept of 'Areas 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty ' and 
t he shifts in emphasi s between 
conservation and recrea tion . 

* * * * * * * * 

J . B. Cullingworth, Environmental 
l 'lanni ng, Vol. IV, Land Va l ues, · Compen­
sation and Be tterment, HMSO, 19 80. 
Pp 5 82. This is the fourth vo l ume 
of the official history of envi ron­
men tal planning . It deals wi th the 
compensation-betterment scheme of 
the 1947 Town and Country Planning 
Act , and traces the history of 
t hat a nd subsequent schemes up to 
the end of the 1960s, includi n g 
the ' return to market value' in 1959 
and the establishment of the Land 
Commission in 1967. 

* * * * * * * * 

David Hardman, The History of the 
HoLiday Fellowship, Part One, 191 3-
1940 , pp 96; The Holiday Fellowship 
Ltd. , 14 2- 144 Great North Way, 
London , NW4 lEG, £2.50. An account 
of the first g roup of communal 
hol idays in the countryside pion­
eered by the Rev. T.A. Leonard in 
1981, the foundi ng of the Coopera­
tive Holidays Association, and in 
1913 the beginning of the Holiday 
Fellowship. 

* * * * * * * * 

Archival Documentation Relating to 
lhe Pro tection of Amenity and 
Provision of Outdoor Recreation 
Facilities in Britain in the Inter­
War Per iod , 33 reports each separ­
nte ly priced, total c ost £74. 50 . 

As previously r eporte d in r~~ 
l 0twcen 1978 a n d 1980 Mrs Phi lippa 
nassett, Research Fellow at the 
r e ntre fo r Urban and Regional 
Stud ies, Uni vers ity of Birmingham , 
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located and listed the bulk of the 
surviving private arch ives of a 
wide vari ety of o rganisations whose 
interests are re levant to research 
in respect o f countryside planning 
in Britain between the wars. The 
study, funded by the Social Scien ce 
Research Council , was jointly di ­
rected by Professor Gordon E . Cherzy, 
CURS, Birmingham, and Dr Sadle B. 
Ward , Institute of Agricultural 
History , Universi t y of Reading . 

The product of Philippa Bassett ' s 
work is now available from the 
Centre for Urban a nd Regional 
Studies in 33 separate repo rts , 
each in respect of the organisation 
listed . Thos e i ncluded are local 
authority associations, learned and 
profess ional societies, and nation­
al amenity, recreation , sporting 
and natural history bodies, to­
gether with a small number of 
important local groups . 

The reports now form a unique col ­
lection which wil l pro vide oppor­
tunities fo r further research re­
l ating to the inter-wa r perio d. 
The location a nd nature of this 
ma terial until now has been largely 
unknown. Considerable light has 
been brought to bear on topics in 
the field of environmental planning 
includin g : t he role of pressure 
groups among the recreation a n d 
amenity bodies, the origins of the 
National Park movement and the 
'access ' lobby, the wo rk of the 
conservation movement , t he amenity 
and countryside protect ion network, 
the development of leisure a nd 
outdoor a ctivities and the evolu­
tion of land planning philosophy 
a nd practice . 

Each report ls prefaced by an 
in troduction which contains an 
account of the o r ganisation ' s 
history , ext Pnding overall t o 
about 65 , 000 words . Also in the 
introduc tion is a summary of the 
conte nt a n d potential of the 
archive , drawing attention, for 
examp l e , to the comprehensiveness 
of Lhe r ecords , indicating the 
existence of any gaps a n d g iving 
details of any dnmage . There is 
also a n explanation of th e way in 
which the records have been listed , 



with detai l s o f t h e ir l ocation a n d 
availabil i t y . 

The lis tings t hen fo llow. Fully 
itemised h andlists were not a ttem­
pte d , and altho ugh the de tail o f 
each list depended on the amount 
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and r e leva n c e o f material un cove r ed , 
as fa r as possible the arch ive o f 
each o rgan isation was liste d in the 
same way. In most cases the r ecor­
ds were listed according to f un c tion 
a n d were divide d into such ca tegor­
ies as financial, administrative 
a nd leg a l records , publicat ions, 
a n d social and personal mate ri a l. 

For further information contact 
t he Publications Officer, J o int 
Cen t re for Regional, Urb a n an d 
Loca l Gove rnment Studies, Unive r­
sity of Birmingham, P 0 Box 363, 
Birmingham B1 5 2TT. 

* * * * * * * * 

Three Studies o f the Desi gn and 
Deve lopment Proce s s in New Commun­
ities: 

New Ash Gr een, Kent £1. 80 

South fvoodham Ferrer s , Es sex £1.65 

Chr intiania , Copenhagen £1 . 7 5 

All plus 30p per copy for postage. 

These three case study monographs 
have been prepared by earl Bray 
o f the Joint Centre for Urban Des­
i gn a t Oxford Polytechnic. Bray ' s 
intention was to analyse the ob­
j ectives, design and development 
processes and realisation of three, 
contrasting, 'new village' settle­
ments. 

Ea c h study is based on extensive 
interviews with those c oncerned. 
Hen c e the New Ash Green study 
do cuments the work of SPAN, evi d­
en c e recently endorsed as import­
ant by the Arc: hi t eats ,Journa Z. The 
So uth Woodham study reports on 
d i s cussions with past and present 
membe rs of the Essex County Council 
Planning Departme nt t e am involved. 
The Christiania study is baseo on 
dis c uss ions in Denmark wi th past 
and pre s e nt me mbers of this alter­
na t ive urba n village community a s 
well a s with of fici als o f the 
Cop e nhagen city , and Da n i s h gove rn­
men t . 

Each study is a concise and up- to­
date account of a significant soc ­
i a l a nd de sign experiment. The 
f ully referenced , and illustrated 
t e x ts s hare a c ommon introduction. 

The s tudies will be of interest to 
tho s e involved in urban design, 
p lanning and architectur e, as well 
a s to geographers and social his­
t o rians. 

For further information contact 
The Secretary for Publica tions , 
Department of Town Planning, 
Oxfo r d Polytechnic , Headington, 
Oxford OX3 OBP. 

* * * * * * * * 

The Centre for Urban and Community 
Studie s , University of Toronto, 
has launched a special series of 
o c c asion a l papers on Land Policies. 
The first of the series is David 
Hulchanski ' s The Ori gins of Urban Land 
Use PLanni ng in ALber t a, 1900- 1945, pub­
lished as no. 119 of the Centre's 
long- running collection of r esearch 
papers. Intended as one part of a 
bigger, province- by- provi nce survey 
o f Canadian planning by David Hu l ­
c hans ki, it treads, at an interest­
ing, provincial level , some of the 
ground surveyed for Canada as a 
whole by Michael Simpson at a re ­
cent PHG British seminar (see PHB, 
Vol.3 , No.l, pp 3- 5 .) . Fully doc­
umented , it includes a comprehen­
sive bibliography. It is obtain­
able , together with the Centre ' s 
o ther publications , from: 

Centre for Urban and Community 
Studies, Universi ty of Toronto , 
Toronto , Ontario , Canada. 

* * * * * * * * 

Woo drow Borah, Jor ge Hardoy and 
Gilbe rt A. Stelter (eds) , Urbaniza­
tion i n t he Ameri~as . The Background •:n 
Comparative Perspectiv e . A Special 
I ssue o f Urban Fli s tory Revi(.'W . 

Orde r Se rvi ce s , Publishing Divis­
i on , Na tional Museums of Canada , 
Otta wa , Onta r io K1A OM8 . 

Thi s collec tion of paper s from 
the Urban History Symposium of the 

the Con gr ess of Americanis t s he l d 
a t Va n couve r, British Columbi a in 
Augus t , 1979 , provides a multi­
d is c iplin ary a ppro ach t o urba n 
developme n t in Latin Ameri c a, t he 
United St a t es , a nd Can ada. The 
auth o r s , d istinguished schola r s 
f r om aroun d the world, addres s 
themse lve s to questions o f eco nomi c 
growt h a nd r e gional developme nt, 
de mographic a nd social change, a n d 
t he proces s of city-building. 

* * * * * * * * 

r r a M . Robins on , Canadian Urban 
Growt h 'l'rends . TmpZications f or a 
Nr.zUorta Z Settlement PoUc y . The Uni­
ve r s ity of British Columbia Press . 

I n a n une xpected revers a l in 
urban g rowth patterns i n Can ada 
d uring the last decade, the pop­
ulation o f medium-sized and rural 
centr es has rapidly inc reased at 
t he e xpens e of the 'meg a- c itie s' . 
In th i s a n a lysis b y a leading 
authority on urbanisat i on , the 
reaso ns fo r this r e ve rsal are e x­
p l o r ed a nd the problems bese t ting 
a r 0 as unde rgoing rapid, slow, o r 
z0 ro g rowth are identified. 

'J'lli s is a valuable study with b o th 
nat i o nal and international impli­
Cnt i o ns. The urban trends and prob­
l e ms lt describes a r e not only 
app a r e nt in Canada but also in 
mos t o f the countries of Western 
Eur ope , the United States and 
,Japan . 

* * * * * * * * 

Alan F.J. Artibise and Gilbert A. 
S t E' 1 t e r , Canada s Urban Past . A Bi b­
liog r·af•hy t o 1980 and Guide to Canadi an 
Urban Studir- r; . The University o f 
Bri t i s h Columbia Press . 

This ma jor r e ference work c ont a in­
jng more than 7 , 000 entries brings 
t oge ther f o r the first time vir­
t ua lly all of the material that 
e xi s t s in the field of Canadian 
ur b a n studies - up to 1980. I t 
i nc ludes material f rom a bro ad 
ran ge of the social science s - h i s­
t o ry, economi c s, planning , p o lit­
i c a l sc i e n ce , geography , a rch itec­
tu r e , socio logy , and publi c admjn­
istration. 

* * * * * * * * 
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Ric har d 0 . Baumbach , Jr ., a n d 
Wil l iam E. Bor ah , The Second Batil,e 
of New Or> Zeans . A Histor y of the Vieux 
Carre Riverfront- Expressway Controverny. 
The Un ive r sity o f Alab ama Press . 

This is an in- depth c ase history 
of the Vieux Ca rre river f r o nt 
e xpressway controversy - a battle 
between downt own businessmen who 
b e lieved a r i verfront expressway 
wou ld pro vide b e tter automobi le 
access t o the center city and , 
t he r efore , wa s i n dispens able t o 
t he vi tality o f the c e ntra l b us i­
ne ss d i s trict , a n d environmen tal ­
ists who b e l ieved the pro p osed 
elevated freeway would irrepa r a b ly 
h a rm the quaint and dist inctive 
character of the Vieux Carre and , 
ther eby , t h r eat e n the a u then t icity 
a nd attractive n es s of a d i stinctive 
and important ur ban h i s t o r ic 
district . 

Book Reviews 

Pioneers in British Planning~ Ed . 
Gordon E. Che rry , The Archi t ectural 
Press , London, 198 1 , £8. 95 . 

The hi s t o ry of t own and count r , · 
(Br i ti s h) p lan ning and its pion­
ee r s i s in part abo ut attempts t o 
interve n e in what was s een as the 
natur a l o r der of t hings. In part 
i t is about a ttempts t o a sse rt 
vario us aes theti c notions in r e ­
lation t o town a nd country , noti ons 
which requi re regulation and con­
t r ol o f mar ke t f o r c es, e specia l ly 
the mar ket in land. Througho ut a 
century of economi c and u r ban 
g r owth the p lannin g movement chal ­
len ged the sup rema cy of utilitarian 
val ues , a nd yet was profoun dly 
in f luenced by them. I t challenged 
the wo rkings of t he marke t system 
a nd y e t a tte mpte d in practice to ' 
a dapt its utopian and v i s i on ary 
concepts to that syste m. 

Now in the face of e conomic decline 
an~ ~he crisis o f confiden c e in o~r 
ab~l1ty to c ome t o g rips with the 
~nne~ c ity ' s p roblems, planni ng is 
1n d1sa rray . It has no utopian and 



visionary concepts which command 
support on any sca l e . There is 
no concensus as to what should be 
done. The professional arm of 
public planning p l ays a low-key 
managerial and technical role as 
the servant of the executive . 
Governmen t seeks to strengthen 
the natural order of things by 
intervening as little as possible. 
The wheel has come full circle. 

Sir Colin Buchanan , one of the 
pioneers a nd President of the 
Council for the Preservation of 
Rural England , pointed out re­
cently that the Council was 
founded in 1926 to push for con­
trol of laissez- faire attitudes 
to land-use and that the danger 
is now that we are moving back 
towards laissez- faire and the 
mistakes of the past will have 
to b e learnt all over again. 

Perhaps this is the reason for 
our contemporary pre-occupation 
with the founding fathers of 
social science or the pioneers of 
British planning. The issues and 
conflicts are as live and germane 
as ever . The underlying debate 
is about the nature of our society 
and how it should be shaped, if 
at all. If history is not bunk, 
can an understanding of certain 
times and movements teach us any­
thing about how to live better 
lives? Do we ransack the past for 
models that will provide the tern­
plates for the future? 

If such questions are not answered 
or directly addressed in this 
l atest book from Gordon Cherry and 
his collaborators , it remains a 
timely, relevant and enjoyable 
of fering. This 225 page volume 
consists of eight biographical 
sketches , each by a specialist in 
his or her ' characte r ' including 
one by the editor , who also prov­
ides an extended introduction . 
There are essays on Thomas Adarns , 
Patrick Geddes , Rayrnond Unwin , 
Patrick Abercrornbie , George Pep­
ler , Thomas Sharp , Frederick 
Osborn and Colin Buchanan . The 
editor with disarming frankness 
makes it clear that the choice of 
subjects has been " inforrne<.l by 
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pragmatic considerations but not 
based on quantitative judgements, 
either absolute or relative ." 

The introductory essay touches on 
some of the difficulties in pre­
senting planning history through 
the work of its famous men . Is it 
correct to assert that "when a 
discipline or profession can show 
interest in i t s history, it is a 
demonstration of a growing instit­
utional maturity " ? Can the social 
historian "get the record straight ", 
"destroy myths " AND "do homage to 
famous me n " ? These q uestions 
deserve to be asked because they 
illustrate the dangers that can 
arise in pragmatic selection of 
characters from the planning pan­
theon. 

If the history of town planning, as 
Cherry asserts , tends to be viewed 
as the history of what planners 
have done , is this a sufficient 
reason to focus on the contributions 
of particular individuals and 
personalities? Does such an 
approach produce b iography rather 
than history? Perhaps i t depends 
on how it is done . 

Whi lst recognising the val ue of a 
more ' scientific ' his t ory and ex­
planation in terms of a po li tical­
economy of the c i ty, competing 
ideologies a nd c l ashes of interest , 
Cherry argues that the role of the 
individual i n society in both word 
and deed is undoubtedly important, 
if not decisive, in a non-deter­
ministic world. In his own words 
"we are selecting particular people 
to see both how the course of 
planning history has been affected 
by their work, and how a set of 
influences has acted on them" He 
sees biographical studies as 
correctives , men make their own 
history. 

The introduction and indi vidual 
sketches make stimulating reading . 
Some of the essays break new 
ground , others refer to previously 
published work . They do vary 
considerably in approach and focus . 
They are in this sense disparate , 
irrespective of their individual 
quality. Personal preferences 

count for much in biographical 
sketches. Helen Meller ' s excel­
lent piece on Geddes will not 
surprise those who know her 
previous published work. By way 
of contrast Michael Sirnpson 
gives us a new account of Thomas 
Adarns , probably the least known 
of the pioneers , though widely 
accepted as a leader of his pro­
fession in Britain, Canada and 
the United States . Michael 
llebbert provides a splendidly 
rounded and critical apprecia­
tion of FJO which provokes a 
series of ques tions about the 
relationsh i p between planning 
activity and political action. 
Of special importance is Kathy 
Stansfield ' s well-delineated 
portrait of the little under­
stood Thomas Sharp whose later 
years were attended by sense of 
failure and bitterness. 

The sketches raise many issues 
a nd critical questions. Is it 
possible to leave Ebenezer Howard 
out? Why include a contemporary 
living planner? Should there 
have been a concluding essay that 
a ttempted t o evaluate the contri­
bution of the pioneers in the 
light of today ' s realities? One 
could go on . Neverthe l ess, this 
is a useful collection which does 
not purport to be a definitive 
evaluation. It represents a con­
siderable achievement that the 
contributors have published their 
respective essays between one set 
of covers . The result remains an 
exceedingly interesting and read­
able book which will be of value 
to many students of planning who 
want to know more about their 
antecedents. 

Edgar A. Rose 

A. R. Sutcl iffe , Towards the Planned 
City : Germany, Britain, the United 
States and France, 1780-1914. Basil 
Blackwell, Oxfor d , 198 1 . 

This title has now been published 
and will be reviewed in the next 
issue of Planning History Bulletin. 
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Notes and Artic les 

MAKESHIFT LANDSCAPES 

Dennis Hardy and Colin Ward 

In Planning History Bulletin Vol. 2 , 
No.l, 1980, a note was included 
on the authors' joint research, 
'Development of Plotlands in South­
East England', a two-year Social 
Science Research Council Project. 
This article is written to indi­
cate some of the locational as­
pects of the research. 

" £1 FREEHOLD LAND FOR THE PEOPLE! 

For Houses, Bungalows, Rustic 
Cottages, Poultry Farms, o r Garden­
ing. Pretty Scenery. 20ft. by 
200 ft. £10 per P.ot. Possession 
on payment of £1, balance by 18 
half-yearly instalments." 

(From an advert in DaUon 's Weekly 
House and Apartment Advertiser, Apri 1 
19 th 1 1 9 1 3 • ) 

Most of the 'plotlands' - tracts 
of scattered and makeshift develop­
ment - were developed in the first 
half of the twentieth century, some 
before 1914 but the majority in the 
inter-war period. Though many have 
survived since then, their contin­
uing formation came to an abrupt 
end with the coming of effective 
planning legislation in 1947. With 
localised exceptions they never 
really constituted a large propor­
tion of early twentieth-century 
development. Yet they were quite 
widely dispersed and attracted a 
degree of public concern that far 
exceeded what one might have expec­
ted in terms of their limited 
acreage. They figured prominently 
in the debate, throughout the 1930s 
and early 1940s surrounding the 
emergence of new planning legis­
lation. Few parts of the country 
escaped, at the least, isolated 
examples of shacks and rough con-
ersions - though larger concen­

trations of plotland development 
were more restricted. 

So where were they located?(!) 
Undoubtedly there was a great att-



raction in being close to an uruan 
centre, espec i ally if proximity 
could be combined with a special 
landscape feature such as a lake , 
some hills , a rive r or woodland . 
In the days before Green Belt re­
strictions there was little to 
check the proliferation of make­
s hift huts and shacks in prime 
s ites for a day or weekend break . 
As the largest centre of popu­
lation , London a n d t h e South East 
generated the greatest con cen­
trations of plot land development. 
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The banks of the Thames and Lea 
we re always popular for Londoners , 
in s pite of perennial f l ooding and 
waterlogged conditions . Li ttle 
chalets were built on vacant s i tes 
that others had spurned on account 
of their marginal setting . No 
less popular were the drier slopes 
of the North Downs , with clusters 
o f huts wherever opportunities 
arose along the entire l e ngth of 
the chalky ridge. Many of these 
c lusters were tucked away in the 
wo odland that characterises the 
area , unlike the conspicuous p r es­
ence of week- enders in the Chil­
terns to the north- we s t of London. 
Writing in the la t e 1930s , S . B.Ma i s 
deplored the fac t that " the whole 
side of t he Chiltern escarpment 
that l eads down to Aston Rowant i s 
now honeycombed with hideous shacks 
thrown haph a z a r d l i ke s p lodges of 
mud aga i nst a hill- s i de once 
covered with t rees. The hut­
dwellers both get the view and 
spoi 1 it ". ( 2 ) 

City- dwellers elsewhe re found thei r 
own distinctive retreats. Man­
cunians escaped t o the Pe nnine 
f ringes , to places like Mar ple and 
Mott r am . Elsewhere river valleys 
were a source of attraction . Huts 
took thei r place at var ious points 
along the River Seve r n , within 
reach of the i ndus t r i al towns of 
the West Midlands . Complet e with 
examples of b us b ody c onve r sions 
a s man y as 200 survive i n t he 
Bridgno r th a r ea , with further 
cluste r s i n n o rth Wo r ces te r shire. 
Dating f r om the 19 20 s , a smal l e r 
concentration can be found on the 
River Dee , some ten miles upst r eam 

f r om Chester. Serv in g a wide r 
cat chment , t he Rive r Wye a lso 
proved to be a popular choice -
especial ly what others regar ded as 
" those unsigh tly booths t hat r ing 
the Wye ban k at Tin tern". ( 3 ) 

Somet imes Arcadia t ook t he fo rm 
of a lake l a nd setting , albeit 
perhaps a stretc h o f water result ­
ing from s ubside nce , like Wins f o rd 
Lowe r Fl as h in Cheshire . Pickmo r e 
is anothe r Cheshire e xample , wh ile 
further south in North Sta f ford­
shire timber a nd asbestos retre a ts 
lined the western shore o f Rudyard 
Reservoir . In contrast , others 
sought re l ief f rom u r ban l ife in 
the shade and securi ty o f a nea r by 
woodland . East Midlanders made 
for Charnwood Forest; with mor e 
localised exa mple s e lsewhere, l i ke 
Har dwick Wood a n d Sutton Spr inq 
Wood near Cheste r field , or the 
Middlesbrough venue o f Ho lmhouse 
Wood nea r Ais l aby. 

When it came to the coast, tho ugh , 
distance was rare l y a n obstacle ; 
sites beyon d reach for a weekend 
visit were no less attractive a s 
seasonal retreats . Right round 
the coas t , a s Professor Ste ers 
(who s urve yed its entire length) 
observed - " there are many instan1 4 l 
ces o f these hideous settlements ". 

Sometimes these ' hideo us s e ttle­
ments ' amounte d to little more 
than a smal l g roup of huts, tho ugh 
these were s een t o be "ofte n a s 
disfiguring as a l arge mass". ( 5 ) 
The example of a cluste r o f make­
shift s truc t ures on a remote 
stret ch of Lanc ash ire c oas t line 
near Cocke r mouth Abbey was a cas e 
in point . Ot he r e xamples inc lude d 
the string of huts , mixed with 
older fishe r men's ho mes, alon g t he 
Dungeness peninsul a i n Ke nt , a nd a 
variety o f site s in south -west 
England . 

In the wake o f the Stee r s survey, 
region a l c ivil servants took a 
closer look at the South West. ( 6 ) 
They con firmed that its greater 
d i s t a n c e f rom major popul ation 
centres had not saved it fro m a 
wi de s p read incidence of ho l iday 
h uts a nd mG tley encampments. 

Fr om Seve rn Beach on the north 
coast , th r o ugh Redcliffe Bay , 
Cr oyde a n d Hayle Towan ; and then 
along t he south coast to include 
Whi t sand Ba y , Exmout h and Beer, 
s izeable c l u s t ers were noted. 

I t was the lar ger colonies along 
t he s outh a nd eas t coast , though , 
which attracted g r e ate r attention 
a t the time . Aesthetes dep l ored 
the m, but Londoners loved t he 
s elf-made resorts along t h e south 
coast. Shoreham Beach, Peace­
haven and Camber San ds were 
s izea ble settlements in t hei r own 
r i ght t hat all grew rap idly from 
early years o f the twentieth cen­
t ury . Obsolete rolling stock , 
London trams and minibuses faced 
seawa rds , alongside mor e conven­
t i onal wood , b rick, and asbestos 
b ungalows. 

Likewise the o pen aspect of the 
eas t coast eased the way for 
numerous examples of i ndividual 
opportuni t i s m - eno r mously pop­
ular f o r c he a p and heal t hy 
ho lid ays , but consistent l y de­
plored f or the ir i mpa ct on the 
s cenery. Professor Steer s found 
much of which to c omplain on the 
east coast. "Amongst the wors t 
is Fl a mborough Head where a whole 
t own of hutments has comp lete l y 
ruined the scenery of that f ine 
c halk headland .•. Miles of the 
Lincolnshire and Norfolk coasts 
a re dis f igured by long l ines of 
j erry- built wooden erections, 
a nd parts o f Essex are not o r ious 
fo r it". {7 ) With Jaywick Sands 
a nd Canvey I sland, no t t o mention 
the smaller groupings around i ts 
e s tua ries, Essex was i ndeed 
'no t o rious f o r it'. Th i s notor­
iety, however , had a t otally 
di fferent meaning for t he East 
Londoners who came t o e xperienc~ 
Arcadia than it did for t he 
coastline surveyors and off icials 
o f the day. 

As well as coastal s e ttlement s 
there a re also interesting e xam­
ples o f plotlands designe d for 
permanent o ccupation . These i n ­
c lude s c hemes where farms were 
s old s peculatively in plot s of 
an acre or more for smal l holdings , 
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as at Cranmore on the Is le o f 
Wight or St. Leonards in Hamp­
shire. In cases like this the 
unrealistic expectations of spec­
ulators led to a mixed landscape 
of vacant plots, rough grazing, 
the odd workshop here and there , 
storage yards, and boarding kenn­
els, interspersed with an occ as ­
ional agricultural smallho lding 
for which the original scheme was 
intended. 

The largest instance of what soon 
emerged to become a permanent 
settlement is that of Laindon­
Pitsea in South Essex . Scattered 
apparently at random in the heavy 
Essex clay, self-built cottages 
on plots of varying size coalesced 
to form what was described by 
officials as a vast rural slum. (8) 

But for those who lived there, in 
spite of conditions which evoked 
this description, the little plots 
o ffered a refuge from the slums 
of London; to the plotlanders from 
the metropolis, enjoying fresh air 
and a little land, there could be 
no such thing as a 'rural slum'. 

In the north- east of England 
permanent plotlands might mean, 
yet again, something different -
in this case associated with coal­
mi ning and the practice of assign­
ing colliery houses for miners and 
their families. A miner who was 
sacked could also be expected to 
be evicted from the company ' s 
housing. Stories are told of how 
families then moved into the 
' crees ' , caoins or huts which 
they had built in allotment gard­
ens which they rented for 2s 6d 
a year from the local authority . 
In one a r ea in the 1930s, 32 
families were living like this on 
the allotments in Horden, while 
others were reduced to living in 
caves along the beach between 
Easingt on Colliery and Blackhall. 
One ob se r ver recalls an instance 
where a singl e family had been 
evicted three times in two days -
where a minPr was sacked from one 
pit, was taken on at another be­
longing to the same company, sacked 
again when this was discovered, 
and sacked from a third when his 
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dismissal from the other two be­
came known . His unfortunate fam­
ily shunted its belongings on a 
handcart from one village to 
another, ending in the allotment 
gardens. Boys who lost thei r jobs 
at the mines would be obliged to 
leave their parental colliery­
owned home, and move into a hut on 
the allotments , returning at week­
ends for a bath . One family at 
Harden Colliery , resigned to liv­
ing on the allotments , bought with 
their savings a hut from the mail 
order firm of J. Thorn and con­
triv7d.a k1~fhen and other 
amen1.t1.es . 

The story of permanent plotlands 
is certainly not always associa­
ted with hardship. Quite commonly , 
modest ventures designed for week­
e nds and ho lidays in the 1920s and 
1930s have evolved over the years 
into expensive and sought - after 
properties . With services now laid 
on, their choice sites overlooking 
the sea or commanding a fine 
countryside view have become highly 
marketable assets - far removed 
from the simplicity of their 
original form . In fact, it is 
probable that the trend from tem­
porary to permanent occupation 
accounts for the most striking 
c han ge s in the plotland landscape 
since the years of its inception. 

Relatively few of the original 
makeshift structures remain in the 
present landscape. Perhaps sur­
prisingly, in spite of all the 
rhetoric and the advent of a com­
prehensive planning sys~em, t~ei r 
disappearance has only 1.n a ll.m­
ited number of cases been the 
result of a deliber ate clearance 
policy. In some cases , t i me has 
taken its toll; flimsy properties 
have decayed , or plot-owners h ave 
disappeared without trace. More 
common ly, though, the p r ocess has 
been one of market evo l utio n -
' traded- up ' ove r the years to re­
place one landscape with another. 
It has become a landscape of 
'nouveau ' house-styles and out­
ward signs of wealth , consciously 
rejecting its humble and even 
illegitimate past . Yet with its 
irregular layouts and conspicuous 

locations , not to mention the 
persist ence of an odd shack , such 
a reas neve r entirely throw off 
their makeshift a ncestry . 

Notes 

1. In tracing the extent o f plot­
lands , the assistance of County 
Planning Officers is gratefully 
acknowledged. Ev i dence of the 
dis tribution of plot l ands has also 
been g leaned from a wide variety 
of sources , referenced be l ow and 
in relation to particular case 
studies which will constitute a 
major part of the research report . 

2 . S.B. Mais, 'The Plain Man Looks 
at Eng land ', p . 213, in Clough 
Williams El lis (ed.), Britain and the 
Beast, Dent, 19 38 . 

3 • ibid, p • 2 1 9 • 

4 . J . A. Steers, ' Coastal Preser­
vation and Planning ' , p.11, 
Geographioa L JournaL, No. 10 4 , 19 4 4. 

5 • ibid, p . 11 . 

6 . From file in Public Records 
Office , Ref. HLG/92/8 1 . 

7. Steers , op oit . , p .1 1 . 

8. The rationale for designating 
the l a nd fo r a new town was freq­
uently couched in these terms ; in' 
for instance , ' Basildon's Special 
Problems', an article l n Town and 
Country PLanning, (October, 19 53) , 
Brigadier W.G.D . Knapton said tha t 
the task confronting the l ocal 
authorities 'almost amounted to a 
rural slum c learance scheme '. 

9. Cited in ~olin Ward, ' The Early 
Squatters' , p. 109 , in Squatting : The 

ReaL Story, Bay Leaf Books , 19 8 1 . 
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